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Do or Die Number 8— The Special PMT (Pre-Millennium Tension) Issue 



Well, a few months late, a few hairs less and 
a few footnotes more, but here it finally is, 
Do or Die Number B-bigger than the Bible 
and half as interesting as 
the phone book. 1 he 
observant amongst you 
will have noticed the 
change in our byline from 
Voices from Earth First! 
to Voices from the eco- 
iotjicat resistance. Oh but 
why, we hear you chorus 
in unison. Well, although 
all the Editorial 
Collective are from, and 
remain committed to, 
the Earth First! network 
in this country, many of 
our writers, especially 
those from abroad, are 
from other parallel 
movements. 

The price for this issue has unavoidably had 
to be increased rather dramatically. Part of 
the reason for this 15 the rising costs of print- 
ing, but the bulk of the price hike is because 
this magazine is twice as long as the last 
issue. Still, it f s a bargain at the price of a 



pint and a bag of crisps in Central London, or 
a small semi-detached house in Leeds, and 
we can reassure you that under no circum- 
stances will we make 
any profit from it at all! 

Last issue we said we 
were still aiming to pub- 
lish more frequently. 
Well-fuck that really. 
After the last six months 
of hell on toast we now 
have no commitment to 
publishing DoD more fre- 
quently than once a year. 
The next issue will, 
the mfUenium bug, ner- 
vous breakdowns, rela- 
tionship dramas and tan- 
gential collective mem- 
bers allowing, surface 
some time next year. So, 
until then comrades,,. 
Anxiously awaiting the apocalypse, 

The Do or Die Editorial Collective (includ- 
ing a token woman now), holed up with six 
months supply of tinned food and a home- 
made flamethrower in a bunker somewhere 
in Southern England, 




The Do or Die Editorioi Coffee rive Plastic. 
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Do or Die— riding the space hopper of self-detusion 
through the garbage heap of despair since 1992 






r Friday June 18th 1999 

Confronting Capital And Smashing The State! , 




As the economy has. become increasingly transnational, so too has the resistance to its devas- 
tating social and ecological consequences. The June 18th (J18J International Day of Action in 
financial and banking districts across the world was probably the largest and most diverse day of 
action against global capital in recent history. Hundreds of actions took place in over 30 coun- 
tries on every continent,’ all "in recognition thal the global capitalist system is based an the 
exploitation of people and the planet for the profit of a few and i$ at the very root of our social 
and ecological troubles." 1 But where did this extraordinary show of international solidarity spring 
from? And how and why are such diverse groups building global networks of struggle to counter 
the globalisation* of misery under capitalism? What follows is a personal account of the history* 
context and organisation of the events leading up to June 18th, tt is a story that needs telling,.. 

Contradictions Of Globalisation A Common Enemy 



international solidarity arid global pnsiexi is nothin# 
kw. Prom she European - wide revolutions of INS. 
through the upheavals of 1917-18 fulEowarig the 
Killian Revolution, la the lightning Hashes of resis- 
tance nearly every wh etc in 1968*. struggle hi* 
always been able to communicate and mutually 
inspire globally, But what is perhaps, unique in our 
times is i he speed and ease wiih which we can. com- 
municate between slnigg les and the foci tliiii global- 
ssfLtian has meant ihui inuny people living in very dif- 
ferent culture* acrox* she world now sJiure a common 
enemy, An enemy dial is increasingly becoming !e^ 
subtle Lind more execs* ivc (^capitalism with uls 
gloves ofT) and there I ore easier so see, understand 
and li hi mulch 1 dismantle.* 



The irony ^ shut before the unhliLUght of globulisa- 
liuvn. 'the system' was sometimes hard so recognise 
in Lis diverse mini filiation* and policies, Abstract 
critical theory was confronting an ubsiraci multi fac- 
elect system. But she reduction of diversity in ihe cor- 
porate landscape and the concenlrution of power 
within internal aortal institutions, such as ihe 
International Monetary Fund ihe World Trade 

Organisation lWTG.li and she financial markets bm 
clarified ihin#s and offered u focal poinl for pn>teM 
and opposition. It h a lot easier to oppose concern 
! rated uniform power than diverse and flexible 
fbnm. 4 As power head* further and further in this 
direction. those opposing at seem so become more 
and more diverse and 11 usd, and hence much harder 



Do or Die Voices from the ecological resistance Mo. 8 



t 







id diffuse and undermine.^ As the elite, iheir tnuraia- 
LionoJ corpomdOM and their puppet* the IMF and 
WTO impose ‘free market" policies on every country 
on i he planet., they are unwittingly creating a situa- 
tion where diverge nmvemenlB are recognising each 
others' struggles as related and are beginning to 
work logclhcr on an unprecedented scale. 

p ITie global "rape to lhe bottom' in which workers, 
communities and whole countries are forced lo com- 
pete by lowering wages, working conditions envi- 
ronmental protections and social spending, all to 
meditate maximum profit For corporations is stimu- 
lating resistance all over lhe world. People every - 
where are realising ih.n their resistance is pointless i£ 
ihey are sc niggling in L&ot&lion, For example — say 
your community manages, after years of tireless 
eanipLiiginng. to shut down your local toxic waste 
dump, what does the iiansuaiionid company that 
owns the dump do? They simply move it to -wherev- 
er i heir costs are less and the resistance weaker— 
probably somewhere in the Third World or Eastern 
Rumpc. Under tins system, communities have a stark 
choice: either compete fiercely wilti each other or co- 
operate in resisting tin: dtestniciioft of our lives, land 
and llvdihoods by rampaging capita! D 

Diversity Versus Uniformity 

To accelerate profit and create economics of scale, 
global capital imposes a monoculture upon the world 
with the re vuU of making everywhere look and f«1 
like everywhere else— the same restaurant*. the 
same hotels, lhe same supermarkets ill Led with the 
same miisak, Sumner Redstone the muhibdliorinire 
owner of MTV, summed up this denial of diversity 



when he said. “Just as teenagers are the same all over 
the world, children are lhe same all over the world." 
On his business trips, he obviously forgets to siop 
and visit the slums of Delhi or the impoverished rami 
villages of Africa. In New York, London* and Berlin, 
kids may have succumbed to his spell of sameness, 
as they sit prisoners of their own homes, ihcir dull 
eyes glued to the screen. But the majority of the 
world*! children would rather have clean water chan 
Jamlfoquoi, 

Herbert Head in T/rc Phihuvphy of Anarrhism 
wrote that* '"Progress is measured by ihe degree til 
different Union wJthln u society/' The president of lhe 
Nabisco CoipnfeatiLiii would obviously disagree, us 
he is ^looking forward to (he day when Arabs and 
America ns, Lai ins and Scsmdinaviims will be 
munching Ril/ crackers as enthusiast Leal ly as they 
already drink Coke or brush Ihcir lecth with 
Colgate " 1 * Progress under the capitalist system as 
measured by economic growth which incviiabty 
means monoculture. Just because more money Is 
changing hands doesn't mean thal life is getting any 
better. it is yuitc I he opposite for die majority of the 
world. But by embracing diversity, social move- 
ments are proposing powerful challenges to capital’s 
addiction to uniformity. 

Space For Utopias 

Capita] wlls only able lo become truly global after 
the Ed 11 of the Berlin will and the break-up of the 
r-jHturii Bloc. The full of "communism" not only 
opened up the space for capital to be unrestrained* 
Suit also gave a new lease of life lo radical move- 
ments / 1 For more ihati 70 years. Soviet -style social - 
ism was seen us the main imxlcl of revolu- 
tionary society, und of course it wllh a coin I 
social und ecological disaster. But its shadow 
lingered over most radical movement. 
Those who wished to discredit any forms Of 
revolutionary thinking simply jsointed to lhe 
Soviet model to prove the inevitable failure* 
of any utopian project- 
Now that the Soviet Union hits ceased lo 
exist, it has become a lot easier for those of 
us working in radical movements co conceive 
of different societies w ithout having to refer 
to a failed model. Ideas of utopia can return 
unhindered. The space has been cleared and 
the power of radical imagination is back si 
the centre of revolutionary struggle. Not only 
has the imagination been freed, ii has also 
become more diverse and fluid than il was 
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ever able to be under ihe shadow of the sine! mono- 
lithic ideology of Soviet sociaLim* There is no 
longer any need for universal rules, there is not just 
one wi iy, one Utopia to apply globally, because that i* 
exactly what the 'free marketeers' are trying to do, 
The radical social movements Thai are increasingly 
coming together don't want 
to seize power, but in dis- 
solve ilr They are nm van- 
guards bus catalysis in the 
revolutionary process. They 
arc dreaming up many 
aulonnmcjus al te riant i ve 

forms of social organism ion, 
and they are celebrating 
vwicty and rejoicing in 
autonomy. 

The Ecology Of 
Struggle 

In Fair Scarcity Anarchism, 

Murray Bookchm wrote that 

• -jj 

"in almost every period 
since the Renaissance. the 
development of revolution- 
ary thought ha, 1 ? been heavily 
influenced by a branch of 
science/" 11 He gives the 
example s of in a the mat ics 
and mechanics for the 
Enlightenment, and cvolu- 
Lboruny biology and antlim- 
pdogy for the I4lh Century. Ecology has i n clue need 
immy movements e^hI.lv, mid that is perhaps why 
their model of urbanisation and co^adi nvUon rcseiit- 
UesmcicDbgjcit model, working like an ecosystem. 
Highly interconnect^ it thriven on diversity, works 
besl when imbedded in its own locality and context 
and develop most creatively at the edges, the over- 
bp points, the in-between spaces — those spaces 
where different cultures- meet, such as the coming 
together of i be American Ears I- IFjcttt and Logging 
anions or London tube workers and Reclaim the 
Streets. The societies ihut they dream of creating will 
also be lake ecosystems— <3 1 verMlkd. balanced and 
birntonious. 

Hw cCOlogiCfil crisis chiingL-s the way many of 
these movements think and act.. Kirkpatrick Sale 
illnsmites the scale of the biological meltdown, 
"More goods and services have been consumed by 
lira generation alive between 1950 and 1990, mea- 
sured in constant dollars and on a global stride, than 



by all the generations in all of human history 
be fore/' ** The level of ecological destruction is mind 
blowing, and the present generation feel* an incredi- 
ble urgency about the future. 1 * We know that mere 
reform is useless because ii is clear that ihu whole 
basis of the present system is profoundly anti -eco- 
logical, and that there is no 
longer any use waiting for 
the right historical condi- 
tions for revolution as time 
is- rapidly m lining out. 
Radically creative and sub- 
versive change must happen 
now, because there is no 
time left for anything else, 
During the May insur- 
rection in Pans, a message 
was scrawled on the walls of 
titer Theatre dc L'Od-eon: 
"Dare to ga where none has 
gone before you. Dare to 
think what none has ever 
thought . ' ' Despi ie capital ' s 
rapacious ability to enclose 
and recuperate everything, 
the space has new been 
opened up. and we can 11 uni- 
ty pay attention to that mes- 
sage 

Transnational 
Resistance 

On New Year's Day 1^)4, the day Ihe North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) came 
into effect, two thousand indigenous people from 
several groups came out from i he mountain* and 
forests of Chiapas, the most Southern state of 
Mexico. Masked* li lined and calling themselves 
ZnpEUistas, their battle cry was lt Ya Baste — 
"Enough is Enough, “ An extraordinary popular 
uprising which wu* to change the landscape of glob- 
al resistance forever had begum Five towns were 
Occupied and J2 day* of fighting followed. This was 
not an Isolated local act of rebellion; through the 
Zapatistas k re source Ful use of the internet, which 
could noc he censored by the Mexican state, people 
all over Elie world soon heard of the uprising/ 1 These 
masked rebels from poverty stricken communities 
were not only demanding sK-it their own land and 
I i v l' * be given buck, neither were they just asking for 
mternatinnal support und solidarity. They were talk- 
ing about rtoOlitentlism, about the "death sentence" 
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that NAFTA qtihJ other Tree Trade' agreements 
would impose cm indigenous people, They were 
demanding flic dissolution of power and the devel- 
opment of "civil society' , and they were encouraging 
others alt over (he world to take On the tight against 
fht cuclospw of our lives hy capital. Public sympa- 
thy in Mexico and abroad was ovenv helming, on the 
day of the cease lire, celebratory demons trat ion** took 
place in numerous countries. In Mexico City, 
]<X),.OCH) marched together shouting "'First Wortd 
HAH AH AT Phenomenal poetic cnitimuniqucrs came 
out of Chiapox fend were rapidly circulated thmugli 
the Internet Then was >l new sense of possibility* 
and the Zapatista* and their suppurtm were weaving 
an ekel runic fabric ol struggle to earn the seed?; nf 
revolution around die world. ’* 

People’s Global Action 

In 1996 the Zapatista^ with trepidation as they 
thought nobody might come, pm out .1 cull for u guih- 
erinjj— an "eneuenlra - (encounter)— of internet ional 
activists and intellectuals to meet in Chiapas and dis- 
cuss com E 11011 tactics* problems and solutions to the 
common enemy: capitalism, 17 Over 6 h 000 people 
u [tended and spent days talking and sharing ilieir sto- 
ries of struggle. This was followed a year later by a 
gat lie ring in Spain* where the idea of a mure concrete 
global campaign, named People's Global Action 
t PGA), was hatched by a group made up often of the 
I urgent and most in nova live social 1 mm- meins, 
including the Mo vi memo Bern Terra* the Brazilian 
Landless Peasants Move mem fsec DvP No, 7 H page 
88) and the radical Indian Farmers — the Kiunaiaku 
Stiii c Farmers Union (KKKS). Four "hallmarks' were 
proposed by ihts group in an attempt to get people to 
rally around shared principles. These were: 

* A very clear rejection of the institution* ihtit 
multinationals and speculators have but It m take 
power away from people, tike the WTO and other 




trade liberalisation agreements (like APEC, the 
EU* NAFTA, etc..) 

* A con rnmmtiimal actinide, since we do not thank 
that lobbying can have a major impact 111 such 
In used and undemocratic organisations in which 
transnational capital is the only real policy maker. 

* A call for non-violent (hmmml civil dliobedikwe 
and lire construction of local alternatives by local 
people, as answers to the action of governments 
and corporations* 

* An organisational philosophy based ehi deceniraL 
ixuiion Jind autonomy. 

In February 1998* People's ( ! Lobal Action was 
born uml For the first time ever, the world’* grass- 
roots movements were beginning la talk und shore 
experiences without the mediation of established 
Nun Govern mental Organisations 1 NGOsk The flrat 
gLithcriiig of the PGA wu held in Geneva- -home of 
the much hated WTO. More than 300 delegates from 
71 countries came to Geneva to shore their anger 
over corporate rule. From the Uiva peoples ol 
Columbia, Canadian Postal Workers , European 
Reclaim the Streets activists* ant i-nue Lear campaign- 
ers, French fanners. Maori and Ogom activists, 
through to Korean Trade Unionists, die Indigenous 
Women's Network of North America, and 1'krainlun 
radical ceologhis. ill were there to form M a global 
instrument for communication and Lu-ordi nation for 
all those lighting against, the destruction of humanity 
and the plane! by ihe globai market. while building 
local alternatives und people power."' 4 

One of ihe participants spoke of this inspiring 
event: s, Il is difficult to describe the warmth and die 
depth of the encounters we had here. The global 
enemy is relatively well known, but ihe global resis- 
tance that il meets rarely passes through the biter ol 
the media. And here we met the people who had shut 
down whole cities in Canada with general strikes, 
risked their lives to seize lands in Latin America, 
destroyed the seat of Carps 11 in India iw Novartis' 
transgenic maize in France. The discussions, (he cotv 
trete planning fur action, ihe stories of druggie, the 
personalities, the enthusiastic hospitality of the 
Genevan squatter*,, die impassioned accents of die 
women and men facing the police outside ihe WTO 
building — alt scaled an alliance between us.. 
Scattered mound the world again, we will not forget. 
We remain together. This is our common struggle," 

One of the concrete nuns of this gathering was to 
co-ordinate actions against two events Of global 
importance tai.it welcoming up in May of that year, 
the fifi meeting (an amiu;il event) of the leaders of 
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Geneva 1 998i oops that was a director general ' s posh car, 

I nv nation to a riot". June 3 8sh was organised by 



chi’ trip h [ most indLiMnabscd nations. 

■which wo® to lake place in 
Birmingham and she second minister- 
ial mcciinp of the World Trade 
Organisation which wm being held a 
d^v Inter in Geneva- 

■r 

For lour consecutive days m May 
acE* of resistance echoed 
anuiml the pi and. In Hyctcnbld, 

India. 200.000 peasant Citrnicrs called 
for the death of the WTO; in Brasilia 
land lev* peasants and unemployed 
workers joined forces and 50,000 of 
them took to she sited*; over 30 
Reclaim (he Streets parties took place 
in mmy countries, ranging from Finland in Sidney, 
Sin Francisco to Toronto, Lyon to Berlin, In Prague, 
the higgcM single mobilisation since the Velvet 
Revolt] l ton in 'W, brought over thousands into the 
screes s for a mobile street party which ended *vrlh 
several McDonalds being redesigned and running 
bank's with she police, Meanwhile in line UK. S r 00f) 
people were paralysing central Birmingham as I he 
£i$ leaden; lied the cily to a local manor lo continue 
their meeting in a mure (jonquil htcallun. The fol- 
lowing day, ihe slreets of Geneva exploded. The GS 
plus many more world leaders had congregated ihere 
fat ihe WTO ministerial and So celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the General Agreement on Trade and 
Tariffs (GAATh ihe forerunner of the WTO. Over 
I5 4 CKK> people from all over Europe and many from 
other conn (terns demnnstnued, Bank* hail iheir win- 
dows smashed, the WTO Director GcncraF* 
Mercedes was turned over and three days of the 
heaviest noting ever seen in Geneva followed. The 
dust sdt led, ihe world leaders stuck m their glass 
bunker beside Luke Geneva made a staiemcnt saying 
ili.ii (hey wanted the WIT) la become "more tram- 
parent r As if shat was going io malcDthc blindest bit 
of difference. 

June 18th— Keep On Building 

[l was dear dial things were really moving and shat 
we had to keep (he momentum going P and build on 
the ftsccMS nf the May actions, The question was 
bow? Then came an sdc,ii— why nol go for the jugu- 
lar this lime? Why noi aim at the heart of the be list, 
ihe pulsating core of the global economy, the tinan- 
dal and banking districts, the engine room of all eco- 
logical and social devastation? This Lime we could 
make it bigger, belter and even more diverse. 
According :■■ an article in The Daily Mui!™ entitled 



“ringleader?/" during a "secret council of war"", sev- 
eral usher paper* mertsioned "eel Is" and "shadowy 
groups"; while ushers concentrated on the "pfolest by 
Steal l h”. the fuel ihat it Was all "plotlcd an ihe inlcr- 
nct and was therefore "ncnfV If you believe the 
papers, the internes is su secret chat Tlie Sunday 
Times had lo inlcrtxpi an e-mail" — which 
hapenned to be on the open discussion list — to show 
to its readers. Apparently the fact that it was 
"lunched" on she inlcmei also meant it wn* ^impos- 
sible for the police to estimate how many protesters^ 
might be involved " 23 or k now whai the protest was 
actually about! 

flic media go to ratmordJ story lengths to make 
people believe that tills kind of tiling cwT be organ- 
ised hy fairly normal people, using fairly normal 
everyday life tools such as conversations, phone 
cftll^J and public meetings, duly 's^uhvw^ type* 
using weird and highly unusual ihing** like comput- 
ers and She internet and meeting in strange, secret 
places like pubs and comm unity centres could possi- 
bly organise such ail event. But how did it all start, 
and its what ways was it really organised? If you 
work for MIS or the police, don l gel all excited and 
think l H m about to divulge (he names and techniques 
of all she "organised anarchists""^ that you so des- 
perately want to catch.** I"m going (o do no such 
thing, hut what I do want to attempt however, is so 
demystify the whole process of organi sing June I Eth, 

Desiring The Impossible 

Those moments where incredible dreams are tlrsl 
shared n ml aired, where imagination bee tunes actual 
by speaking, are wonderful lo look back on. 
Sometime* U takes so little, just a con verbal ion at the 
right lime W'isb ihe right people, and the seed df an 
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lots of people were thinking the sEime Thoughts at the 
same time. and all it took wan, a bit of talking to in Like 
those dreams real. 

Last year for the May "9H actions. Red aim (he 
Streets had spent some time trying to work out bow 
to hold an event in the City ol London, this was 
be Tore it was decided to move die whole thing op to 
Birmingham. Snt the "ring of vied', the blanket 
CCT V coverage and the fact that the event was going 
to be during the weekend and the City wean Id He 
empty of office workers put li> right off. However, 
the desire to do something in this small square mile 
of land right on our doorsteps. Europe's leading 
financial centre,. and one of capital's oldest and most 
powerful sites, proved bio strong, Having a tendency 
to believe in the reality of oni desires, we couldn't Ice 
this one go 

Then during a inn summer^ day in June FJyS. a 
conversation occurred between :i Reclaim the Street- 1 * 
|RTS) activist and someone from London 
Greenpeace {LGP — the anarchist collective not 
linked to Greenpeace International? who had been 
involved in the Slop the City demonstrations during 
the "80s- It turned out that they had been thinking 
similar thoughts about having an "event in the City 
that year u> bring alt the 'single issue' campaigns 
togelher around the common enemy af capita], and a 
date hud already been ftt for a public meeting. LGP 
fell that the time was right to lake on such an auda- 
cious target. I ne Stop the Crty s in the "BOs had come 
out ni the mnmtmum of the peace movement, In the 
last few years, tin? ecological three! act inn movement 
had been getting stronger. There seemed to be an 
upsurge in workplace action— the Jubilee line wild- 
cat strikes, and the Thameside cane workers being 
two examples. Street Panics hud sprouted up across 
the country with thousands Baking direct action and 
there was a sense that theft wm tiftotlgh momentum 
to take on such an ambitious and cheeky action, 

! he idea was taken bock to RTS’s weekly public 
meeting nnd to LGF's. In mid-August, the firxt of 
many public meetings about June the EHch was held 
m a community centre in Central London* As well os 
RTS and LGP, several groups were present, ranging 
from the Mexico Support Group, London Animal 
Action, through to McLtbel and Cla^-s War. A dale 
was decided, June 1 Etfo, 10 coincide with the OS sum- 
mit. It was a Friday — the re Rare a work day in the 
City.. An initial proposal text was agreed and rough 
ulcus of :j timetable for fcbc day and different groups 
to approach for involvement were discussed. It wps 



agreed to hold open co-ordinating meeting h every 
month, and these continued to take place right up to 
a few weeks before the actual day. 

At this point,, there was much debate and some 
pretty dire bruin storm ing sessions trying to find a 
title for the day. Suggestions Itke 'A carnival againxi 
commerce \ * Laughing utl the way to the Blank 1 , "For 
a millennium without multinationals', 'Reclaim the 
City' arid "Reclaim the World’ all were merit toned, 
yet nobody could ugree on a suitable name. Time 
pasted and sul] no ilitc had been thought of, so we 
stuck to the date— June IKih— with u subtitle of "a 
day of action, protest mid carnival in financial cen- 
tres across the globe'. For so me extraordinary rea- 
son. perhaps due to the fact that a date provides the 
u Initiate in global ownership, no one Is hiking on 
someone dsc's iyg, it seemed in work and eventual- 
ly, many groups began simply calling it Jll^ 3 * 

Good Ideas Spread Like Wildfire 

By the end of August 1 998, the first leaflet was pul 
together — tn AJ cut and pasted photocopied sheet — 
and it was taken to the Earth First! Summer 
Gathering for discussion. A xnmll number of people 
thought it was a suicide mission to try and occupy 
and transform the city on a work day, when many 
people would he unable to attend because they were 
working,** but others were excited by tl and they 
agreed to take the Idea back to their localities and 
discuss it. By the beginning of September 1^8, an 
inbarnfliiocuil proposal had been written was taken to 
die PGA Convenors' Commit tee meeting in Finland 
and discussed with social movements from each con- 
tinent, who gave the go-ahead for it to be networked 
iniernaEinnully. Sooo liftor this, an international net- 
working group was established to distribute and 
trails 1 uic the proposal into 8 languages. Paper copies 
round iheni'.L’hv'* m ninny haLkpacks .nid l.ikcn 
to far Hung places on people's travels. 

A JIB e-mail discussion list was set up, where any 
messEigc seat from anywhere in the world Is auto- 
matically distributed to everyone who is signed up, 
I his list was entirely public, anyone with an e-mail 
account could join. During the ran up to the action, 
over 1,000 people passed through the list, and there 
was a steady membership of about 44)0 people. Over 
3QG different people sent nn e-mail contri billing to 
the discussitiii. which showed a ^uprising level of 
participation. Someone who had very little experi- 
ence designing web pages used a web page making 
programme and set up a basic web site with the pro- 
posal on it. 
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Academic? audcoirmraEinns agree that ihe internes 
has become one of the mast protein wapoos of icsis- 
lance fnr activists lighting glublil Capital. A PR man- 
ager teaching mutliiiiitionaJs bow to deal with mod" 
em day act j vise groups was quoted At saying 'Tile 
greatest direst lo the corporate world's reputation 
c ernes from the internet. die pressure groups' newest 
weapon. Their agile use of global tools -.ugh as the 
internet reduces the advantage that corporate budgets 
once provided/" Many Cleaver, a professor of eco- 
nomies in l he USA. hits written that "the mast seri- 
ous challenge io she basic institutional structures of 
modem sndcly flow 
from ihfb emergence 
of computer linked 
global social move- 
ment!/'" 

Despite the fact 
Ehui most people on 
the planet don't own 
□ photic „ let alone a 
computer linked up 
to the internet, many 
social movements in 
bolh she North nnd 
South now have 
some son of internet 
access. Its a rela- 
tively cheap medi- 
um that enables 
tmull groups, wiih 
very few resources to 
communicate; on a 
mates scute. June Iftch could nos have happened glob- 
ally without it. The cost id sending letters or making 
phude ealls halfway I cross die world would, buve 
been prohibitive. Bui is s the way she internet spreads 
idea* rapidly and in every di reel ion through web 
sites, discussion lists etc. which i s extraordinary. 
Once a iTR-nsagu hus gone out, a simple dick of D but- 
ton can send il to thousands of people and each one 
of these in turn can forward thaE message within sec- 
onds. Ideas spread and multiply a I the .speed of light. 

There is a grew anecdote which describes the 
decentralised multiplying nature of the interne C. 
Someone in the international networking group sent 
an e-mail to an uiwchiM group in New Yorlc H winch 
was i hen forwarded by them to Chicago, who in cum 
forwarded h to Boston and so on lo several other 
cities in ihe US until eventually it reached Mexico 
City, where it was forwarded to ZapofiftB supporters 
in Chiapas, who were friends of the originator of the 



e-mail in the UK but who had no idea shat *be knew 
anything about 131;:. They ihcn e-malled her saying 
"‘Wow. have you seen shi L ; proposal? HftVt you heard 
about this action 1 . 1 " The message had literally gone 
around the world. 

Traditional media was also of key importance, and 
by the lime 2CUXH.I red, green and black leaflets* 9 had 
been primed and mailed out fyes, real stamps and 
licking envelopes) to around 1.000 groups troimd 
i he world, runny countries and groups had already 
gen involved— including she North Sumatran 
Peasants Union, the Policy Information Centre for 

I n tern n l ion a I 
Solidarity (PtCTS) 
in South Korea* 
Chicoco (ihe 
coulitkm of iribyd 

people fighting 
the oil Industry in 
Nigeria}, the 

Canadian AuEo 

Workers Union. 
Green .Action in 
Israel and a cotil- 
lion of several 
groups in the 
United Scales, and 
Australia. 

lift was spread- 
ing like wildlire. 
Like a vim km 
Virus, it kid taken 
hold of people'** 
imagination* i Uncontrollable and untamcaMe. ti liad 
moved I ram city lo city ami country to couni ry. Like 
die Hnncial murkait, it fed oa rumour and speetda- 
tion. Unlike the markets, it needed co-operation* 
community and hope to keep il ulive. 

The Importance Of Process 

All hough whal happened on Eire day wens beyond 
many people's wildest dreams, Ibe process that led 
up lo it was just a* important. Although il had wine 
failings, is did achieve much winch will strengthen 
many of the movements who worked on J 18. 
Primarily, I believe there arc since key arcus in winch 
ihe process succeeded — group budding, education 
and networking, hulh on LocaI and fiUcmalional 
level- I can only speak about the firsi cwo m terms of 
what happened in ihe UK, hui I'm Stiff similar 
processes happened in many places where actions 
were organised. 




Preparation pay? off- but how many e mails before we too 
$et this? {Marita Airport protests In Japan In the 70s) 
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U'limu T-DRelllCr 

In terms of group building, what seemed 
cl Kir was lhat the process of local groups 
getting together to plan their autonomous 
actions an the day was incredibly inipisr- 
tant. June 3 Hlh was providing a common 
focus for groups up and down the country. 

Mew groups were forming and existing 
groups were coalescing and expanding. 

Local meetings which brought together 
diverse Inuzresi groups Ivgan happening in 
Sheffield, Cardiff, Newcastle, Brighton, 

Bristol, Glasgow* Manchester and 
Suutimmplon to name hut a few (eventual* 

\y (here were over 35 different UK groups 
rend places tliai In id their own June IKlh 
point of contact) Local posters and stickers were 
produced, stall s and exhibitions appeared in calcs 
.ind .lc festivals- With die freedom to at! completely 
autonomously, yet knowing thai there would be 
nuny other groups doing action? on the day provid- 
ing both cover and support, groups found extra con- 
fidence and security and felt part of a wider process 
All sense of feeling loo small rend loo isolated 
seemed to evaporate. ! ie success of the day itself 
will also help inspire (hem further. Hopeful] y many 
of these groups will core! lime working together for 



Produced In Erie months 
leading up to June 18 th 
were two useful action 
orientated puMtaat/ons. 
‘Squaring up to the 
Square Mile 9 was a 32 
page pamphlet detailing 
the institutions and 
workings of the City, The 
accompanying publication 
was a A3 mop of the City „ 
marking ffnandai institu- 
tions and places. See 
page 3 IS far how to get 
your own copy. 

nred simple language, 1 * h is in the interest df the 
elites to moke these things inaccessible and difficult 
to understand lor Che average citizen. Ire mreny ways, 
it resembles die liold on power that has gone on for 
millennia within religious societies. The high priest- 
hood would often hold arcane ceremonies m temples 
hidden from the populace, and for oser a thousand 
years, mass was held in Latiti which excluded the 
majority of the population from understanding it 
Now r in their towering glass lemptes of Mammon, 
the elite, ihe bankers, 1 aiders and financiers arc still 




many years to come. 

Learning Together 

There ha* been a tendency in the UK direct action 
movement to concennaie on action at the expense of 
move cQflHeuHUt thinking nred theoretical darity.M 
The positive side oi this l* that it has enabled wildly 
Imaginative actions and strategies to take place. It 
ha* also helped lipoid the ideological factional! s:iljoii 
and bickering that has beset much of "tradiEiormr 
polllks, Ik downside of this however, Is that it we 
want to build ' "organised popular movements which 
think ihmgs through, which debate, which net, which 
experiment, which icy alternatives, which develop 
seeds of the future m ihe present society." 1 * 1 then we 
have to get a lot belter at thinking, talking iod edu- 
cating, uunclve# tLiid others. June 18th Once again 
acted as a focusing agent, bringing together diverse 
people from different 'single issue r campaigns, and 
gelling chem to think about one question — the ques- 
lion of capital. 

Few people seriously understand economics, and 
even fewer understand the complexities of the arcane 
currency, futures and options markets that lie m ihL- 
heart of die world's economy. There arc very r'ew' 
places which will id l yon about *uch things in clear 



waking up at dawn and engaging in secret riiuak. 
Aloof and IlKted from the devastating effects of 
their magic, they sll safety in front of their screens 
playing with numbers and abstract mathematical 
equations, knowing that mosi popple will never 
make a connection between Ibcsc arcane game* and 
Ihe misery nl ‘their everyday life. 

As "a first step io wards unlocking (he City's mys- 
lii|ue‘ ,JJ and lu help educate ourselves on live issues 
of contemporary capital and financial marked. 
Corporate Which and Reclaim the Streets produced li 
clear rend concise 32 page illustiaied booklet entitled 
Squaring I Jp The Squitrr A lih* — A ffitgk Gttfdc $& 

the Ctty of London. 4000 copies ol ihis excellent 
publication were disirihreicd to groups prcp.ii ins 1 fur 
J18, alternative bookshops and conferences, and a 
version was also pul up on die web. Tucked i reside 
the hook lei was a full colour map of potential targets 
in the City— bonks, exchanges, corporate HQ'l. 
JnvesOncni Hliuscs etc., all to help people planning 
their autonomous actions. A worederiul way of show- 
ing that theory without action is useless. 

Face io face debate Is as important ** radical liler- 
aturc, and ret the end ot February 1999, a *drey of self 
education' w«s held in u squinted social centre in 
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Stoke Newington* London, which involved over 1 00 
people pisrt i l; i pj l i Hg in theoretical workshops and 
debates about the issues surrounding IE 8. As well as 
iitis, various people travelled around giving wurk- 
■dmp^ a I conferences and gatherings, so metimes 
illustrating them with slide shows and the J 18 video. 
This 3b minute video featured an amusing spoof 
Hollywood trailer for J 3 ft, complete with deep hunky 
American voice and! superlast paced cdils, ;m ironic 
shun Him On the resistance to the IMF and World 
B.mk and a couple of spool rulbustcrs Ltd verts, aboil! 
growth eeofttamics and the GB + 100 free copies of this 

went diviri billed globally, Lind it was shown in numy 
pl.KL^ raii^tn-' I roin Israeli and l "S ("jHl 1 I V, ^|ii;il 
led social centres m Europe, through to benefit pigs 
in Umlon. Sonw people even illegally dubbed it 
onto 1 1 ic beginning of rented video tapes! 

Sharing Together 

As hits been described exHffltiVcIy above. one of the 
realm] ideas behind J3K was ihe need to create inter- 
national and local networks of resistance, But per- 
haps describing this amorphous and fluid form of 
communication as a network is misleading. Harry 
Cleaver describes a nei as a "woven fabric made up 
of interlinked knols — which in social itnm means 
interlinked: groups. This is applicable enough when it 
comes to easily iden tillable,, cooperating groups, 
such as MGOs. ’w Bui P what is missing from this 
description., continues Clcam* “is the sense of 
cc;isdess. fluid minion within 'civil society' in 
which 'organising' many not lake the form of 
'ofpnisitiofu' but m ehb and flow of contact ll i 
myriad points 

For Ckaver, the perfect metaphor for the type of 
nr^amMiig that h presently taking place between 
gmwoots groups is water, “especially of oceans 
with their ever restless currents anti eddies, now 
moving fas ter, now slower, now warmer, now colder, 
now deeper, now Oft the surface. At some points 
water does freon, crystallising into rigidity, but 
mostly it metis, again, undoing one molecular form In 



return to a process of dynamic self-organ i^ing chut 
refuses crystal Ei sal ion yet whose directions am! 
power can be observed and tracked/ 1 "Hie process of 
J3H was exactly like this, and this fluidity is one of 
our greatest siren gibs against the rigid constraints of 
capital. 

The Day Gets Nearer— The State 
Prepares... 

It was no coincidence that on the 29th January* a fult 
page article appeared in The Daily JMVrmr, wilh the 
headline "'RoMce spy hid to uroish the ortfi-ctr pro 
testers/' Including 30 surveillance mug shoEs wilh 
WANTED pri rued above them, the article began “An 
Anli -Car group is being targeted by police who feur 
ii plans to bring chaos to Britain's roads. Every 
police station in liritnin has been dreuluted wilh 
photographs of Reclaim The Streets demomtrntor* 
in a bid to identify ringleaders.” 

Five months to go p til J!8 anti the slate had begun 
their counteroffensive. According lo an article, "A 
Special Branch document obtained by The Mirror 
admits ll is almost impossible tor police to monitor 
groups like Reclaim The Streets . U says; 
"Increasingly, the environmentalists represent an 
impenetrable problem for conventional intelligence 
gathering. The need for an enhancement in covert 
productive mceltjgence by police is clear/" Which 
wa* greal news, and was further evidence of the fuel 
that the state is completely unable to grtt*p the way 
fluid ’disorganisations’ work, They are so used lo 
hierarchy, orders and centralisation that ihey just 
can’t see us h let ai one catch lis. Perhaps this is why 
Opera! ion Jelly stone, an u wu called hy ihe police* 
did noi succeed In rounding up 'ringleaders' or pre- 
venting J Lh happening. 

The Angry Brigade knew this in (970 when they 
declared "We were invincible because we were 
everybody. Tltcy could not jail us for we did not 
cat hi/ 1 You would have thought that 2? years, luter. 
the state would have cottoned onto usl 
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The Day Gets Even Nearer— We 
Prepare*,. 

JIS sticker** wMeti were printed with aver 30 differ- 
em designs, wen: beginning lo be seen every where- 
lamp-past*. wh machines, bustops — you eouM 



police ofticci'H on the day, The Corporation nf 
London sent letter* out so the Minting Director of 
every 1 firm in (he square mile (und many outside it) 
w Lilli instruct ions to circulate the warning ol “major 
disruption" and the need tor extra security measures 
to be taken on June 18th to all ntefL T\vo weeks ns 



hardly walk down a street in Central London without 
seeing otic. A Virgin Airway* adventsing campaign 
proved particularly apt for srickcring, a* Virgin hud 
recuperated Communist slogan* such sts A revuhi- 
rion is in Lhe Air". ‘Up the Workers' and orange 
stkkcnt oti ihe deep red background below these slo- 
gans looked great! A aider was even seen stuck to 
the buck of an unsuspecting police ofllccr durin| (he 
Mayday Reclaim ili£ Street* tube party! 14 

Numerous gigs rook place to raise awareness and 
money, 50*000 club like metallic gold J3S flyers^ 
which opened up to reveal a quote from Kaon I 
VaitL'igcm saying "Tn wtrrk for delight and authentic 
festivity 1*1 barely distinguishable from preparing f« 
general insurrection’ 13 * somehow disappeared within 
u month a* did ItMXMJ fly poster*. 

Mean while* NATO was bombing Serbia back lo 



and the dig Issue*,* front cover had a montage of a 
businessman on Hie, with the headline Breaking the 
Bunks ' and a live page feature on J IS inside. The 
heat was an* ... 

leaked letters fp>m firms in the City showed that 
enormous amounts of securiLy precouLions were 
being taken, including barricades creeled in 
entrance* to buildings, extra security guards min- 
musing meetings with people not normally in the 
particular offices, discouraging visiiw to the build- 
ing and keeping deliveries to an absolute minimum 
fpr the day. There were even rumour* that several 
firms told workers nos to bother coining into the City 
on the day and tn work Imm home. 

One particularly worried and especially aggressive 
city worker sent an abusive e-mail lo one of the 
group*, threatening to "smash your pinko faces in.'' 



the suine age in order that Western Capita] could He sent it via a hotmail account* thinking it wo* an 



enclose this lust enclave of the Eastern Bloc. Wc 
asked ourselves who was going to rebuild the 
bridges, oil refineries, roads, schools, hospitals and 
power station * and who is going to replace the mil- 
lion* of pounds worth of weapons used every day'* 
Could it possibly be Western oil* engineering, eon- 
siructlon and arms companies? Many of ire tell coni' 
lulled in do something, to take action. Bui the timing 
was dreadful, and Oi we were lire all overworked 
with June IHih preparations, there was no way wc 
could organise anything else. Would the war still be 
going on on June 18th? The issues were so clearly 
identical, but how could wc succssfelly integrate it 
into the action? 

Wish only four weeks to gw, the media war began, 
flit Sunday Teh-graph i Business Section from page 
headline declaring “City face* mass protest threat" 
went on to claim:: 41 Bunks and finance houses are 
being urged by the City of London Police and the 
British Bankers Association to tighten security and 
alcn their staff after uncovering plans by protest 
groups IE* bring Britain's financial centre to a stand - 
siill^w After describing J'ES fairly accurately* most- 
ly queuing the web site, the article went on io quote 
a J City professional 1 as saying: “We will not bow to 
these people* Wc have money to make here”. But it 
W*s dear shat llie City was taking things very seri- 
ously * All leave was cancelled for City of London 



Anonymous way of e- mailing someone. V^ithin hours 
a cyber- geek on the J 18 discussion list had managed 
to trace the origin of the e-mail to merchant hankers 
Merry! Lynch* The IT manger there was immediate- 
ly told of Ins worker's abuse of company comput- 
ers— wc never heard of him again! 

The Last Few Days,,* 

Now with only a short time left lo go, 8,000 red, 
green, black and gold musks were printed and 
painstakingly hand threaded with clastic, final 
preparations were happening across die country: 
autonomous action plans tightened up in Bristol, 
giant carnival heads with sound system* inside Were 
nearing Completion m Sheffield, the London 
International Future* Exchange (LLFFEJ was mea- 
sured up so that it could «1 JVC a will built in front of 
iis entrance, the web mastera -md mistresses put fin- 
ishing touche* to die special web pages which would 
stream live video from London ami Sidney on the 
day* wigs and disguises were bought, freshly painted 
banners hung up lo dry, four different sound systems 
donated separate pieces of equipment so (hut a com- 
munal sound ay stem cun be driven in on the day; 
blockading teams memorised map* end mobile 
phone numbers, people had to tile past a competing 
team of police surveillance and media cameras to get 
into a meeting, and u intw of Red lilt LI junkies sat up 
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nil night editing □ 32 page spoof newspaper- called 
Evading Sfcmrfurrfx, for distribution across London , 
A year on From shat hoi summer*:? day's can versa- 
dm, every thing was Kilo go, Hundreds of groups in 
43 couniries had said they were going to du spme- 
ihmg on the day + and Hie Ciiy nf London Police csd- 
rnntcd ] O.C-K H P people would him up for the scions m 
the Square Mile. But despite Jill the endless meet- 
ings careful preparations and military precisian 
plaimillf wc knew chut only one thing will enubte the 
day to succeed — the active spontaneous actions of 
tile participant*. Spontaneity jsonc more vital iool of 
resisturtcc to join fluidity ai>d diversity, li is the free- 
dom to pin y. The desire beyond want and external 
compulsion. lt.% the play of life itself and ihc very 
appetite of work, order and hierarchy- 
Revolutionary epochs are periods of convergence 
when Lipparently separuic processes caUsl to form a 
socially explosive crisis — -perhaps it was an unwit- 
tingly accurate description of our times, when the 
leader of Thr K\pn i ss claimed that ic wus iJ Crilical 
Mass' which "planned... | June I ftthl,., across the 
world.” You and I know ihal 'Critical Mass' does nen 
exist, that it's jusi an idea— the blocking of rush hour 
traffic by mass bike rides — and ii certainly didn't 
organise June ISth, But perhaps there is no better 
way of describing what is happening around the 
wortd. A critical nni is building — and every year, 
every month, and every day it gets, bigger ami 
stronger Repons of strikes, of direct actions and of 
protest and occupations from across the world fluw 
along the same lines of comoiitnicaiion that cany (hr 
trillions of pound 1 ! involved in the reck lens unsuH- 
tuimLhlc money game Of Huianatiociul capital. Soon 
there is going 10 he an explosion — on explosion 
which wifi he so different from any flitter rcvolutton- 
ii ry upsurge that [ho.se in power won't even realise 
ihiii it is about totrarsferm their world forever. There 
is much work to he done, bui the hope and possibili- 
ty expressed during ihc process anil events; of June 
ISlh have brought us one step closer to this won- 
drous moment, iH 

Footnotes 

|. Sue Lhe June ISUi website Ter ll Ltiinplccc Im m 
www s ..j 1 Bjotg 

2. Fima Ihc first Jum JSih leaflet, published 19UX. 

3. GUrtmmaLmn hil* bceroiW £ t)H£/WO[J ;1dhJ Cikfl be a tUlf^V 

in^ term. I prefer tlwz icrm NeolLbcniEi>nn h used in Elurope mid 
Latin America, bui wilt use i!k mm OOttUBCrt English terra. 
My iiiwlrrstamlinji «l global iyaiun is he-^L mjuihklI up in the 
Idlluwing set’Eiofi ul Fteda^Jn ihtt Strata Agilprap. "Capicul 
has .aJwiyi been Ffwn tfM Hlave Inwlr of earlier cers- 

Uinfi In the imperial; cvloni union nf fundi imd culture* 




r omMm/rwm mi ciam back what 
is nm i ram wh bowels win opf n am 

F/Rf flNP SRMtSFOm WfU $P FW FORTH 1 . 
w. UPON THE CURSWCM* 



today at DOOMSDAY! 



itiwi Hie world, LU bnudbi drive ler ex piLiiacuiv — tor 
dtoii icTrn fmancifl] gain — hi| recognised no limit*. Backed 
up by t-Luio pnwer, ccpiiaEiM ikliiiii'iiLeiiiei Ii;ls created wide- 
spread ROOM L JCld cciilngkid devastation where lE ?vcf 

extended But now, capital!™ as oiiemplivig a new htracegy iij 
ctziss.-ri ami mtenHily ilv JumiDiUiM! ow us. fa nunc is eci> 
«nnk |j.lf?bal i siiiJLMk, and it nunsb of the disnisinuliiijE 4 iff 
n.-srkuial lunilJtirOfis t-EMfLbde and ui ibe irre m^vfnicut nf cap- 
ediJ. h cnuh|c\ L iimp;iiiie^. driven by ituc dL-mimfds ihc mpji- 
ciaun gAuuhl mg nf ftnuy mala ?, ld riin^'k Uk cmJn? k |l 4?c 
in tcarcli for evrr higher peutaE*. NiwcriKi^ wagth ;ind envi- 
j-LMi ntiziii :i I siJintUird* in Uieir w jkc. f. iJi^-.ihs.-Linn is a^guabE) 1 
ihe iiKasi I uellI;ii3mztlli] redesign cl she planet^ pobikal ;un 1 
eeoncmiic amLiigornriiij. nipwr Ihc [ndn*tnijfc Rev^inln." 
Gkrixrf Slirrf Puny May l*th 1 WH. 

4r 51™; ^ijt tof tht Ff fruit' &tr£fUUt—WJ7$d WeivjfHflr.Mi tout 
Cf^frtrrrjTiy^iai^r m /WVf„ hy Ki4wrl V. DjiueIv. Bffvtfd 
Llatvensilj Prcn^ lys^, fat an nverv icw uflhe ^IliImi] %tnh$* 
iplc^ in 1%H. Orforai ii-ury rc4i4uMc plctdtlil account: /WWt 
\iirn hwi: in ths Stt+f h . by TnrUj AU, CfWtlle E'rat, 

5 IwniLnlly, eIms was une of Ihe terilr.il w-c.ikhrssr^ ihe 
Soviet-Style slate. thiikirnnLy nn^knnine* Jio-fMiy ,ind Uil- 
Eapudly in dtffw opposition 

Hie engines vt ciipiML Ihc nnancml isinfkeu, iitpy be “anar- 
ehic\ nesibte uid iTuhJ— - bus Ehcy ntc Mull gowned by sine 
unbreakable liw*^ — pn>11t. 

?. A lunltgr imny is Uiu4 Ihe uuiie nn?Ls ifehni cnntplc capital Eo 
dihiegjud Kirdcrs and pn*!uee coniniudiiies thHififfik nf 
mile* away flora ihe if murkm, the inlcmel and eheifi air 
tmvet. are tire *ojik tixik wbLdi arc helping piiihsd sodil 
movements Ha meel imd work with each uihcf Ql tE.«rse I am 
awjue of die ecoLogieid and social cub of iIk computer 
industry and air travel. The only way 1 can resolve Lbi* cqg- 
BnuJiclion \s by applying a IfcoraeupjEhie rrrcUphor Do it. The 
wonl HomopMhy ceraen from Uk Creek ;uid nutans 'vinnl-ir 
wffHing’ The ide^i is ihut a snbsi^uwe that cun produce 
symploni^ in ;i heatthy person can cun? ibtv syn^ptonrs in u 
sick person. Fur invumee^ if you suffer i'rom hay fever, nm- 
ning nti^e -heieI Eyes, dton you Eakc ;i mimiie dose of onion, 
hccju ' t ’ “niw juice pieducti (jraU>r qm iptomM f^mciliinB 
mffmm ctminu Up ooloni will have experienced > TIN: etui- 
cept nf Ihi ■. mini maiti tkt*e Eh-at Wt rnuM only usie ah IriE- 
lle medkliH a\ possibla to Rtlimriti* ihc Nidy '-i own healing 
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rnpcJMmisaiL. Jili if we apply chis iu I lie use uf dctiniCtk* Lceh- 
Hfllogtntd enable «3tinJ change* rE is clear Mini ilic immtirf 
ji r Snivel and mieflWl u*cd by is n i mule. iompnml 

WLlb whnE Ls UM.il fVtB capitalist guin Mild perhaps Lht% miiiuU: 
amount of "poisonous HJjbffrm may. oeluaLLy btinui ihiie the 
healing upcilirs of l|:c mkiqJ, body. 

H. See Jeremy h rci-Jicc uiul Tun Caste Do s evcellnU h wdt otaiuE 
gU -ii.i I ■- ltu Gtobot Wlagf or Gtnfaal Filtaft* — Eton ** m u 
kri'timim thiti /rfrf« ihr Bofiom Up. SkohI Edition, South 
End Press, CtQ bridge J 999, 

4, [hf^juic i3tc l.u.[ ih.-it a Eeceni gavtmnwni MnliseU;^ riv«I 
ihu Lrfie in ihice children ir M" I K is hpuiighs up Ln pnveisy, 

tO. QuMed in: JWMhm, edited by Belly Sklar. 1980. quoted 
Ln The Ctixr AtfftAkfir rite GMnf JSctwwjwy, 4 j rj rj 1 f-*tr o Thin 
fawoni si it ijn-uiJ. edited by Mancter u'hI ( aLdLhuiiih. Sirrm 
Chib Book*, Sjun Frarwlaio 1 Wfe. 

IL See-: l^riid^i erp ftrriftvwtf by S VlU-inkgue Vidal, I C VluMMle 

Diplonlniiquc. May 1^9 A 

1 2. Jeon-fly Atiorcfciini hy Murray li-stikclu a. BSitek Rose 
Books, M^itaI 19^1 

Ll a JtWje/j Ajpftut rhr Fitfufr -~Lrmuu for tht Computer Ajar 
by Kirkpatrick Silt, QuirH * 1.99b 

14 Hie generations uf the *50f |ep the 'Jffls luid. Lhe threat of 
nuclroj npocalypsc hanging over ilwiru bui ilvaf woi a que*- 
4 ii.ni iq pnihiLliiiii}. - IP ibitte was a nuclear w-iu.Thc queui-m 
is mi Ilhij^ci uji if, because there is ccrtmnin ihm n.v limg a* 
IwiiKQ continues as normal, (hr biosphere will he irrevoca- 
bly dam-igcd- If ■( tmut'E already been to. 

15. h'miiiuEinj.; from 5 ubc c« nt mnndfl r 4 e Mirvi' nnw legeniuty 
jungle h-ittcied OLi s ell i laptop. 

16. Sec ihr cnecHenl writings «f US academic Hurry Ckavsrr 
nb^ur Limijmier linked social movement* avail. ihlc «n the 
web aii hl 4 p:/ww^ 4 reo Mlei:ai.eEhj^fatuJiy/CJiiaitryiiincli4iiLl 
papers hind 

17. SLibmiituiuiJLiJjiiie hlirii» said in Tm ^peeeb Ln Ulc 
C uPvcniiofiJ !p \Ve..,ask in Ibt name bl all rtfcefi and WQmn 
that you int a nuttnenE. a tojf! dayi. i E'e^ bkMirs, i^nt'Ugb 
Pinnules to find- Ehc mow enemy " 

|K I tlmii IHjA nnuiil'eMo, l-ebruikry 3 Wft—see : www.jjip.Lrfj 
fo r more cttuiilv ^nei the 1H 

19 7V Dd/Jj ATcul Monday June 21 I9^J, p. 2J invilalion to a 
ftiof by Slcvp Doughty amt Peter Hose . 

2b, 7?jr tout y H<ptr >K Siilmday June 19 1W9, p ,V “Day of 
t'buLK Plumed wi the Ink™' by Penman. 

21. So doei UuE imall dim when acdoni were organised using 
lEHflclA a t|il 
]?i islci s, dk> 
were iibk id use 
ilKkr psychic 
powffi unJ guess 
cKSLcily how 
many preEesWn 
wLHild he in the 
Cu> cif Londkin'.' 

The irwiy r* Ihm 
polite fp^urts, 
wm?k.\ befoee die 
protest. HtimnE’ 

rti infloo p^ptc 

uhicli wu gCn.ld 
deal mine HHh 
me limn che fig- 
ures quined on. 



the day by the trtajflriny hi the media, which rnnjgeti from 
3000 -imh 

22^ 77*tf Pally T^gmph, Saturday J^ne 19 1999, p. S PTCriest 
Huichcd on the ImerncE by Tiwo Syltefc. 

27, Fhcme talk m jkm mnnial tools in mfw.t of ihe w-ufld. I am 
nbviously nferring lo die 'alDuent' sin-uctics tmte. 

2^. Nir Fitiiiftftni Tm in, Prutfly June IS 1999, 'Orgdm^ed 
Anarthi&k" 

2.5-, After Juhti trtth t-und u time of writing in August 1999) dw 
pulice had Ml orrpeci\ woctin-g tm Ihe Cai* full time, looking 
m SOW houn of iewnage uml Lrfher evidence. 

26. There is n ver; uPtfdfluiViE-e iipitlariiy between J'lH and die 
nruue hi Hk violent ill huJ ;Lseisi ginupt 1H iwhicli Oftb for 
c^piihhui and then ihe imbakof Adula IIiMijt, A and II the firs! 
ami dphefa letters o^ Ihe ulpluahci). Netpt of clinked: on to 
iht« untLl iihi Ijic, hut Mime ol llte media dill meiUjiXi n F 

27r Mom aclion. cvpecially idem prniiCH* have taken 

place chi weekends Holilibg nonwhiog whiclL required Hhiu- 
Mind'fc l-i iMulidpme. if ll was jtoing lo work, on a weekdsty 
Vi‘ ji', iHlmiiu-illy quite a risk. 

2N CowVJLE-Iri Unktd Soft/tf MoPemrUts atitl thtO lofto! Thrrntlo 
Ctiptitslitm by Harry C1w¥r. hEEp^/www.eco.uleia^.edu/rnc- 
u 1 1 y fC lea v e rAu nc h i ini pa per s .hint! 

29. Ttirw e-ifuLtrs re|Me.senEtng Anarchivni, Corntnoniira and 
Ecology. 

7Ck See George Mom; Kays incn«ili#ciPLie-i to DfY Cultmr, Forty md 
Frwtft m 'W5,t Ifni run, Vctm.>. London 3 ,j4 >b for an acadfmk 
huL iiucrcsiiihg ericique. 

71, From JIS inlcmnlionfll kaltci--™ queued from Noam 
Owmsky, No fuinbcT nfFerr«Ke availuble. 

72. If you ate going e oread any paper which tdll y-™ the real mi> 
ries alxiut w'tml L» gulogon IntbowoiUL wt» pull* ihe 

ami h-iw Use sysrcni wsfki, liven vlkj have bo fork ml X^p fnt 
l he f.TMJN irjJ flfflr.f. Or go into a |.i:g?c hmjxinjE WH. S mi i hi, 
where they mist ) 4 wj Id pay jvni by dropping the change la 
few copperv t+m d-il fenco a livcker. Ii will be ihe mod edit- 
l tiling dwipllfting you li.ix t ever done. 

33, hrom ihe iru reduction of Spudiiib Up r« the Milr— 

/I i t i!r.iif i k r l l i Qubit ir* tiW Cl/y ^ Lmdwit CLMpuraEe Watch and 
Reclaim ItwSEEe^is, ^“ahlkaclons 1999. 

74. O wnppirr f rJ .>VH7rjJ jtfuWfTNfJlJ'J (frtiJ IV^uJ 

t& CapiSiihtm hy Harry Cleaver. *ce iiImis^ . 

.15. The Angry Ungodi 1 ('tmirPMiJiique W7. I'Htb. 

14 RTS organk-sL d i Tuhc pany in support of Tube Mrk<n and 
flgainsi Ehc pun nti\;u i^n ol ihe Londun UndergrtwijMl. wbleh 

tuiik place «ili M.iy IsL. 
3999. 

37r Many p^cpplc 
assumed iSkat ihese gold 
Oycni cost the earth 1-a 
print, in laci they wl 
ihe sume nmouaft as if 
m ; e 1 i.il! dcriie ihem Ln 
any cvihcr colour 
3R. 'Ptr KrL'of&do** of 
ftvrryday J’-tT-f, Raoul 
VjneigeiLi, Rei>et Pres--. 
1994 

39. The Sunday 

trif&'titph. May lb 
1 999 'City Pflv-cs Mllsk 
PmBeM Threat ' bs 
Grant Rnigshnw 
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Autonomous Actions and Anarchy! 



In alt the talk and publicity Leading up to June 18th a huge emphasis was put on the importance 
of groups and individuals organising their own autonomous actions to be carried out on the morn- 
ing in the City of London., In the end there were around 20 of these actions that took pLaee in 
and around the square mile of the City, as well as a number outside the capital. Groups that took 
action in the City that morning included Campaign Against the Arms Trade, a selection of Earth 
First! groups, International Solidarity with Workers in Russia, H'aringey Solidarity Group, the 
Association of Autonomous Astronauts. London Animal Action and Tyneside Action for People and 
Planet. Here we have Included a few pieces of writing on the background to some of these 
actions. All are personal accounts and do not necessarily represent the views or ideas of the rest 
of Che people involved in that particular group or action. For imore comprehensive coverage of 
Other events that happened during the morning on June ISth get the Earth First! Action Update „ 
Nq p 60/ July 1999 - see page 344 for their contact details. 



Unions— Pimps For Capitalism! 

Revolutionaries from the Northern An Lire hist 
Network, the Anarchist Communist Federal mu L plus 
individual anarchist* and communist*, invaded ihc 
Trade Union Co mg re as- fTUC) HQ in London ns part 
of the Jinn: I8lh day of action. 

Around 25-30 people gathered at -i nearby rc -direc- 
tion point. The group then walked into she tiiuin. 
reception area, up the siairn and Into the labyrinth of 
offices and corporate style meeting morns. The 
leaflets that we h ad produced for she day, cm is led 
‘Why Target the TUCT olii lining the consistent role 
■ hut the Lining have played in helping to isolate 
workplace resistance, were given out to the people 
thirl were in the building. We were greeted by sever* 
td TUC bureaucraies with (he cat peeled "Whni (he 
hell do you think you r re doing in here- get OUT 
new!" One or two official* actually started into a 
panic motivated sprint down the corrhlofi- to call 
the cavalry maybe? One secretary miked "Whal's 
this? Oh, is’s i has day isn't it?" 1 — sounding a bit like 
n was April Fool's Day! 

Leaflets wert placed in nil ihc offices thai wc could 
get into. We walked through (he restaurant handing 
them nut to the bemused diners. As wc moved 
around (he corridors and id Vices, wc seemed So be 
swallowed up by Shis maze-tike bland complex. The 
huge building seemed barely in use, bad timing? Was 
everyone at lunch? Wo* it always this quiet in here? 
Several members of the group remained outside giv- 
ing out leaflets to the passers-by. 

As we left the building singing sarcastically, + ,.you 
won't get me I'm pan of the union, "til ihe day I 
die.. 1 suddenly the fire alarms started to ringout and 
(he remaining leaflets were thrown about the foyer. 

As we walked off towards the City of London to 
join the r£M of (he people who were gathered for titer 



J1K celebration, a couple of police vans were spotted 
cnjmng toward* the TUC building. We had left just 
in lime! 

The HQ of Che Trade Union Congress was chosen 
for this act Eon to point nut the reactionary mle (has 
(he unions play in helping to keep the cogs and 
wheels of the capitalist mechanism running so 
smoothly 

We musi always understand that she interests of the 
union and alt its officials are different to our?, This 
separaiion applies lo utl of those who attempt to rep- 
resent aur class and acl as a pacifying interface 
beiwecri the boss class and the rest of us. 

The planning of 
an effective 
action between 
different pads of 
(lie country was 
slowed down by 
justifiable haF 
(aney to use the 
phone and e-mail 
etc. for security 
reasons. Ideally 
*wc would have 
informed many 
more miKumts 
aboul what we 
bad planned, 

Alsu, we could 
have cheeked oul 
the lay-out of the 
building and 
maybe phoned * 

(he press etc. 
fmm one of the 
offices. 
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Diary of a Meeting Junkie! 

Don' I get me wrong, I Jim not against meetings in 
principle afi nil. In the City of London* mahing i* 
to happen naturally ami spontaneously. My 
only feeling, one I think sh wed by others gficr the 
day. ^vp Ellul you cun try to plan im much. When il 
comes to the crouch, die unexpected will always 



by other groups 1 business and problem*, i^lus the 
actitm group members were having to become msel- 
ing j on kies. 

The action group had. decided that the bc&t way lo 
organise was around an affinity group simcturc. 
Being new to the whole thing, I thought this was a 
g re a! Idea. However, now 1 know people belter, I 
realise lhal if you want lo organise around n structure 
of affinity group*, they have lo exisi first- -work 
wilh what you have, not wiih whas you want, A Lot 
of lime and effort went inlo irying lo form people 
into affinity groups and ihe main way we tried to 
achieve this was through organising two training 
days i 

The first training day concentrated on informing 
people about whai June Itth was. and we showed 
videos. Then we had games to try lo get people to 
know each other. Then, in arbitrary groups we did a 
hypothetical exercise about an apocalyptic post-mi I- 
lenimai period and how an affinity group would cope 



happen (m it did) and Chen yon have spent the whole 
of the -spring sat in a darkened room expending ener- 
gy Thai could have been better used elsewhere. 

Alter a small amount of public Liy, the Brighton 
June 18lh group termed and started lo meet fort- 
nightly en masse four month* before the event, A* I 
remember, flam was aLways a healthy turn out for 



with problem® in such a situation. 

The second training day was much more fun. 
hcL-ju.ve by that time wl : had formulated our secret 
plans and clever tricks and knew what we wanted 
We had legal workshops (very useful) and a de- 
arresting workshop that generated a mini-riot, 
'Quick, grab his nose and give him a hammer blow 



ihe targe meeting* in the beginning. In these, it was 
decided thac there were certain casks which needed 
attention: publicity, fundraising, transport, props, 
finance*, nod a group to plan [he act km. These sub* 
groups sorted out what needed lo be done and then 
cleared it past the larger group. 

Soirtt of these groups worked really well in an 
autonomous fashion- The publicity group produced 
some excellent posters, flyers and stickers (Milt 00 
my bedroom wall! and pretty comprehensive cover- 
age of Brighton was organised. The local magazine. 
Impact, said, T defy yon not to have noticed some 
item of ffypoctingt Hyer or graffiti about June the 
ISlh/ Nice onet 

The fundraising group pul on some brilliant scout p- 
ing benefit gigs, not only raising money but provid- 
ing a situation for everyone lo gel co know each 
other— just as important as a meeting any day. 

And then there was the action group. Because wc 
wanted lo plan a really good, effective action in the 
City, we tiiet regularly — at least once a week in ibe 
beginning and every day at I he end* However, the 
problem was that almost every member of the action 
group was iilap a member of another sub-group. This 
meant that lime in these meetings was often taken up 



to the diaphragm!" 

After we had all jumped on each Giber"* heads In 
dc-arrcsling and had a few pub sessions, it felt like 
I here was more of a group atmosphere — something 
you can fl t produce through meetings. 

Then we held a final hriefing on June Ifilh, where 
people were told everything except che taigei. People 
were Lokl it was a traffic blockade, timed to coincide 
with the morning rush hour and Involving three ear* 
□ nd a chain with a banner across the southbound car- 
riage way* 

So on the big day, we all mcl at Sam and piled off 
to London. The target was London Bridge. (Can you 
imagine how hard it was uoi to hum, ’London Bridge 
is fulling down' in the month* leading up?) 
Rvcryihiug was going perfectly, and people seemed 
happy. When we: got lo our drop-off point, we 
walked the back way to the bridge* avoiding CCTV 
on the way; you cm) never be too careful. At the bot- 
tom of the South work Cathedral steps it all went a bit 
pear shaped. This wy* wheal so much planning 
seemed futile- 

Fifty people all standing masked up at the bottom 
of the bridge looked jusl a liltle suspect. One of our 
ears had broken down — curses. After tense minute* 
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of wailing, she spotter gave the signal and we piled 
up I be steps, only to face she advancing Ijw. Some 
people did a runner immediately, while others rushed 
Id try to complete ibcir ta^fci. Two ears were D- 
Boeked together and had their tyres slashed, while we 
neaHy managed to chain up the other side of the 
bridge, in spice of irate motorists, pigs und a bus dri- 
ver who seemed determined to kill us. 

loiter on. the broken-down car was turned side- 
ways into traffic and hud its tyres si ashed by the 
magic bradawl fairy, effectively causing a traffic jam 
fun her back on the feeder mad. Wonderful, 

Three people ended up in police custody h which 
was bad , mi suing the Cam i val B wliie b w j s wi >rse Him 
all in aJI^wc did whirl we sci out to do. And lhal was 
vtry gixHl. When it comes to empowerment, loss of 
the people on l hut action, including myself, were 
inspired by their first taste of group action planning 
und m valve ment und will keep nn causing trouble 
und refusing to move on. shut up, bow down und 
knuckle under. 



More To Life Project 

'Tiff rote of the revolutionary artist is to make mvtb 
hltiOrt " 

Tfcie Mnrc To Life Project (MTLP) was one of sev- 
eral small a I tinny groups which came together as a 
result of discussions about using surreal theatre on 
June 18th. We were motivated not only by the issues 
around Jlft itself hut also frustration At the lack of 
politics in ul and cIilmiil'. Inspired by Stluuuonisi 
Am from the past, we begun putting these bi/arre 
ideas into action. 

Our message? That there as 
inure to life than consumerism 
and the destructive rut-race 
wb ich capita li sm perpetu utes. 

We wanted to shock city work- 
ers 'into critical (bought" mil by 
asserting ihat MTX.P could give 
them solutions (join this, boy- 
cott th^t. clc.) but with surprise 
playing, poetry and laughter. 

We aimed to prick the bubble of 
ihdr be-suited reality und 
expose the death and misery 
caused by their actions. Work is 
their prison h not their liberation. 

Prcpiiraimn meetings focused 
on doing r.ilhcr than talking. 

Empro v isatton. ga me-play i ng 
and generally acting mud kept 



creative idea* Hawing and built our confidence. A 
crack team fashioned outlandish mobile phones and 
other props from polystyrene, bits of wire and iiny- 
ihing else l hey could grab. Another (cam irawled 
pictry books, 7.tnes, cartoons and leaflets for inir pro- 
paganda, which was designed io be immediate, 
funny and cover a broad range of topics. Tile comhi- 
mstson of visual act inns and written propaganda was 
very iinpofttttil — wc didn't waul to juit be an enrer- 
laining spectacle. 

Excited by a bizarre range of ideas, we planned to 
do something every day in ihc week building up to 
June iBth. We hoped that by pre-empting (he day 
itself and the inevitable madia bncklasli that would 
follow, we could help gel the real aneshiigc of June 
I W tli across, and complement the office occupation*, 
blockades and disruption which would tike place on 
the day. Wo dmedabled bars, the tube and the street 
as venues on different days for our theatre experi- 
ment*:: loud conversations ahoui celling fresh air. 
hrcjiking into games »f (cnmpicic with briefer 
C&h 'follow niy lender ' . and going beserk with toy 
mobile phones. 

We pushed ourselves hard and tl was emotionally 
exhaust lng„ Every day we dressed up in suits, pre- 
tended to be something we weren't, entered an alien, 
hostile environment and then did tilings ihal drew 
attention to ourselves— while simultaneously trying 
to block ofl thai liuk voice in our heads which 
screamed "Shil! People are h waking ai me! AiLaargh!” 
Wc learnt loads of Iwsom;— aboui what didn't and 
did work (especially in enclosed environment like 
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and it muy be interesting to look brietly at why this 
happened. 

One of the reasons (he meeting didn't really work 
Is that the group was ope rat ing in a vacuum. Wc had 
no idea what sort of event JlS was going to he until 
only a few weeks before the day- Our only frame of 
reference was a street parly, and we had had it 
drummed into us thin this was nos going to be a street 
puny. We had no idea what we were networking ton 
Even the morning action* wore hazy* us we h^l some 
vague idea we might need to co-ordinate with other 
groups around the conn tty . and this didn't seem to he 
happening. The group also suffered from hick of n 
clear remit. Were we planning for a Manchester 
action on the looming or were we just n networking 
group? 1 recall it being totally unclear to all of us 
involved at lirsl, as m which would be the most, 
effective thing to do In terms of bringing together 
different Manchester networks, both for this action 
und for future e vents here. 

The group spent ages arguing about different action 
possibilities, and also the different politics around 
the event. And this wa* the final downfall of our 
group- The accepted wisdom on diversify ts that it is 
a strength- Yet in a group trying IO plan around an 
unknown action, with an unknown random collec- 
tion of people, with different politics and experience, 
divcraily is a real bind. 

I felt particularly bumpered by the fact that very 
few Manchester "activists' (meaning those full/near- 
ly full-time activist* coming largely but loosely from 
the FF! network) got involved with these meetings, 
or in fact J I W generally. The original 1 1 8 group con- 
sisted of a tiny handful of us Jot', a few old time 
cinurehott, a Few random nutters, a few students, and 
due to Manchester's rich leftie history- a fair few 
revolutionary and reformist left groups nihviduuls.. 
How do you hope to Achieve anything, when in 
response to “whut we think the aims of JI8 arc’ 1 , 
someone says that “of course, the main aim is good 
media coverage I" And when someone else saj m that 
we should steer clear of putting the word ‘capitalism 
tm a punster because lots of people who might want to 
come to a street party think that capitalism is on okay 
thing? It became clear that the JlS group could not 
attempt to organise a Manchester action, and that 
we'd have to Heave that to autonomous groups. The 
JI8 group would stick to organising transport to the 
afternoon event, producing publicity, organising 
trainings and briefings, and managing the money. We 
could, of course, have gone out to talk to communi- 
ty groups, student groups, grassroots workers 



the tube) and how 10 overcome our fears. We leumc 
lhat the risks and stress were not less than usual' 
political actions, but very different 1 

The big day itself saw ImraaculateJy-dressed mem- 
bers of MTI.P striding around the streets of the city 
in formation, briefcases on heads, umbrellas turn Lug, 
singing straight-faced ( 'money makes the world go 
around p and *if you’re happy and you know it. quit 
ycr job") t spouting poetry into mobile contraptions 
and stopping in the street suddenly to proclaim joy- 
ously that we h d "made a killing! 1 We d drafted in a 
few friends co li.md out Wallets with us. having found 
it difficult to both keep in rale and thrust leaflets into 
bemused and laughing face*. 

We're now making plans for the next MTLF ven- 
ture and writing up (in more detail than we can here) 
some of the ideas wc would like to share with others. 
In particular we're interested in pushing the hounds 
triei of " usual' direct action and rinding new and bel- 
ter ways to be challenging disarming, amusing, con- 
futing, engaging, disruptive, bizarre-** 

For further information e-mail: moreSlifcfc'ettg- 
land.com 

Northerners Doing It Down SouthI 

Manchester begun organising for June 18th at the 
beginning of the year, when several people from U» 
KF! network instigated a June I hth organising group. 
Tlic iirsl few meetings were relatively well attended 
by a diverse bunch of people. Early on. die decision 
was taken no! to do an action, in Manchester but to 
network, publicise and organise transport for the 
London event. 

However, from this point, the J1H group lost tocus 
and all but cal lapsed Meetings became irwrcaringly 
tortuous, numbers attending steadily dwindled. and 
in the cud it w^s yet again a liny handful of people 
from the EFf network who ended up doing most of 
the Ii8 work. The attempt to broaden slw JlS group 
out beyond our usual networks tailed in Manchester. 
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groups* workers in struggle, nfiimt i righi* groups 
i who. typically of that scene in Montihcsler, didn’t 
gel involved ni all wish she exception of some indi- 
vidual. 1 ! linked with EF!) Bin i he JIB group became 
flhoul 4 people, all ‘activists' with tons of other stuff 
to do, and stilt without a clue ax to what the rest of 
the activist population of Manchester thought about 
1 1 8. "I"his saine group were the only ones really push- 
iiig uj gel the Manchester EF! network to do any* 
thing for the morning of JI8, so it was just mu pos- 
sible to do everything, A group squalled the 
Hacienda as a networking weekend for 118 among 
other reasons, hut she mini -riot resulting from this 
just gave us more work in court support und very 
nearly got most of the EFl group nicked, too. 

The briefings and public order I raining went well* 
and we produced ;s good little booklet from this, on 
tips on how si a behave in a public order situation, to 
be given to everyone on our transport, The coach w ai 
more dun filled, and if people had got round to pbon 
ing lo book the coach before 8pm on the 1 7th„ we 
could Slave fetched many more people down from 
Manchester, 

At the very last minute, four different groups 
emerging largely from the EF! network did do 
autonomous actions in the morning— involving 
blocking roads, bridges and tube lines, Other people 
froiri Manchester Etx^k. part \n a Northern Anarchist 
NetWork action at the TUC« a fair few went on a 
Campaign Against The Aims Trade (CAAT) action, 
u group ol students as tempted to organic n morning 
sctfoiii some went on ihe Critical Mass, and others 
scattered among other different actions 
Most of llicxe Actions worked well, but we nearly 
screwed up our afternoon role, due to being unaware 
thill we even had a crucial role, Either the secrecy 
wus the problem nr I he trust minute arrangements, 
because someone from Manchester went to London 
only the previous weekend in order to work this om, 
and wasn't fold anything really. By the time wc man- 
aged to find- out we had a mk (midnight of the 17th) 
is Was way loo late m involve anyone other than our 
small affinity group for a job which required moss of 
Manchester activists. Even at the point of being in 
the station, only one of us knew anything at nil, hav- 
ing been sworn to secrecy. This clearly has the poien- 
Eial for a large fuck -up, I think we need icp truss each 
other a hit more. 

And just a lira I little dig (because of course in geu- 
tral, 1 fell J1H was inspiring), we must iry harder to 
avoid Lond^m centrism. None of the publicity hod 
space for local contacts. and one of ihc stickers actu- 




ally didn't even mention the action was in London, 
assuming everyone in ihc country would know 
which city Liverpool Street station was in- We tacked 
in formal hm from she beginning, unci not enough was 
done soon enough to involve the regions [surely the 
colonies?} in J1&. In Manchescer. wc shouldn’t have 
bothered! with a JIB group in my view — we couldn't 
effectively network and publicise it in advance 
because we Hacked m formation from London and 
en [li ns i assn From activists here, and all the real 
organising was done in the last two weeks as per 

uxual 

Finally, the after-effects of J3K ore still widi ux, 
\Lmy of us here felt the day was inspirational* some 
of ux were disappointed wc didn't achieve more, and 
some were disappointed thai JlH wusn't a much 
broader alliance than the street party crowd. 
However, a significant number of people, including 
some activists from Marches ter, said they would 
never go on an action like J 1 B again, due to the 'vio- 
lence". Wc discussed this in our "Riotous Assembty' 
activists 4 network fnnun, and had an interesting and 
amicable discussion. 

Wc may be following the Slate's agenda DO he dis- 
eu axing the violence ’-as il dellects from the real 
issue and ihe real perpetrator^ of violence in our 
society— but in Manchester, it we don’t want to 
appear like some hardcore exclusive clique who 
don't give a toss what some urnong us ihink of ihh. 
discussion is otsenlial. Moreover, if reminds u* that 
diversity can he not a problem, but a bonus. 
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In England, the 
most ambitious 
and largest 
June 18th action 
was the 

Carnival Against 
Capital held In 
London's finan- 
cial district. The 
meeting point 
was announced 
for 12 noon at 
Liverpool Street 
Station on the 
edge of the City, 
By 1pm, masks 
were being 
handed out, and 
then the various 
groups moved 
off In different 
directions... 



'The protests forces 
many offices to add 
extra security, sta- 
tioning guards in ti\ 
street and advising 
employees to dress 
casually to avoid 
becoming a target' 
Financial Times, 

19 til 20th June 199 
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"We met at 
Liverpool 
Street Station 
at 12 noon, 
anti at first V 
thought Tuck 
there's not 
enough peo- 
ple/ hut then 
1 went out- 
side and was 
blown away 
with the size 



of the crowd there 
pers said around q 

more like 15 , 0001 " 



■n, 9,000 masks were pmdwcoi They cams « 

different groups to be led nil by PftHsIc with 
this lent printed on the reverse; 

Hits in Identifying, stamping and cri*$an£ 
rife if masks; and or masks are not to wn- 
bew an essential part of Canatal. 
frsitstennation, Pmjrtsawi dl 
itnnMnalify. enables us to act 
all Ms. deviants, witeaste. 
i putting, mi eur masks 

HHE- *][ the street together, art speak our 
, 5 | power. On the signal Mow yow tok»K 
Let 0» Canteal been. « " 



'Carnival Againsl Capital’ m the City of Londi 
flerent coMs, to divide the crowd into lour 
Earner, of 

authority leaf the mask for their power part]) i a 
who you are. But a Catwnal needs masks, theusi 

r identity but to re»«J 1L.„ lH WP” 4 * tes *■? 

■ w and disease, the Mu™* “■ iJtntitieS ffld ,MU^(1:l^ll^^ '■ 

J. STL tariff! of masks Hashing up reteases nut co 
gfyl together m DM wearing AT mans. ™ n 

gi* ini criinwli 1 ltdijl Vi stuifl 0*te Hiis a 1w* P ™ W 

reveal our unity; and by raising our voices « 1 ■ - 

anger at the tactlessness i ■ I 



ne farmer employee said; 

used to work in the City 

id they were a bunch of capitalist 

ankers ." 1 

The independent, 19th June 1999. 
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After a 
walking 

Cit9. the fow «“ tter 



ent groups con- 
fined »* VvV * m 

Thames Street, w 

front of the London 

international 

Financial Future^ 

EKChangc lUFFtl 

building - "flie 

soundsystems 

pulled UP, » a 

band ““Sashed fi« hydrant 
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r f c Party So "** d . 

a l meo *e Wa s * W 

'"to ,h 
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90ij, ? 4 ed 'S0 






P(fnJr - flts * 

e '«olWni ~a ”, 

ire » min, 01 
ana ai s '“ reer ™ 

‘"Wot a '' : " 

“• Wm - ""»» 



sprayed 

water four 

storeys 

high, and 
the party 

started*.* 
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"I looked around worried 
about the amount of CCTtr 
on the buildings, but slow- 
ly had this realisation that 
most had bln liners put 
over them by some fuck- 



ing brave 
climbers," 









vS& 









John grins behind 
Halloween mash a 
reaches Into his di 
spattered ruchsa 
He pulls put...a...ja( 
et. The front ha: 



..organised In cells, the ecu- 
warriors without a chief have 
redefined anarchy' 

The Observer, 20th June 1999 



City of London Pol: 
insignia, the be 
and I front are! c< 
ered In scor 
marks. 1 got this i 
a copper," he sa 
"My mate set fire 

hin 

- The Obseru 
20th June 19S 








ran into 

^ Bthe LIFFE 

§ ®c» jbuilding, 

- RESISTANCE smashed a 

r EXISTENCE ovflvew mir- 
^^^^j|gpors in the 

them looked round 
to see this 
masked up figure 
li9)it a distress 
- > flare and hurl it 

up tha esca,a - 
Btt ^ ^ tors towards 

JT‘ - p- 

* the offices. Fuck, I 
*** thought, this is really full- 



m loony I saw had } 
hod a fireman's hei- 
t and then proceeded 
strap it on tightly and 
i his head as a batter- 
ram to smash 
anh's plate ^o S[ 
ss win- 



"I was niched on one of the actions in 
the morning so was in a police station as 
It was Sticking off all afternoon. One cop 
came in drenched from head to toe in white 
paint. I reall y had to control myself to stop 
laughing-lt 
lopfrftd like ^ ^ 
he'd been . >%f£ 

l shat on by vKHlk t lB|q 

la huge jpp^k 



tkers, M 
lers V 
stock* 1 
(ers are 1 
reel 
king 

is' - eeito 
In The 



| core anarchists turn anti-capitalist protest 

into orgy of violence' - The Sally Star, 19th June 1999 



e most depressing thing about the whole day was the minority of troublemak 
s chat tried to pull other peoples masks or disguises off. I've had this happen 
ore and tried to discuss the danger that doing this puts people in. It's always 
iirn Jess, and lire come to the conclusion that if 1 see anyone do it again 1 will 
punch them fucking hard In the face first and discuss ft later Cunts." 









Q tlt* 



“At one point, 
city money 
men taunted 
protesters 
who had 
chained them- 
selves to 

buildings by showering them with cham- 
pagne and photocopied! £50 notes from first 
floor windows to Incite the demonstrators' 
- The Daily Star, 19th June 1999 



'"We're play- 
ing catch-up 
now," admit- 
ted one 
senior City 
of London 
Police offi- 
cer yester- 
day. "We do not know who Is behind 
this. But they got what they were look- 
ing for. Our resources were over- 
stretched. Tactical decisions 
were made as we 
wtnt along 







a 

It <r ^ 



We were taken 
by surprise."* - 
The Observer, 
20th June 1999. 
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Arrests So Far 

And An Appeal For Witnesses 

On June tSlh there were around !5 
arrcMii — -u rem:uk;ibly few number. Since 
(he day the police have bunched un opera- 
lion to attempt to buck down more of those 
involved. As of mill August 1999 there 
have been around 43 fun her arrests, with 
one person held on remumt. For more 
details of this and how you eon support 
these people contact Reclaim The Streets in 
London (see page 34 1 fur their contact 
details.} 

Did you witness un arrest or injury at the 
JIB events in London? 

If so (or if you were one of those arrested or 
injured) please send details of the incident 
( time, location and dcscript ii> n/names of the 
people involved) together with your name, 
address and a contact telephone number to; 
Logo! Defence and Monitoring Group, efti 
BM Haven, London* WClN 3XX. UK. In 
tlic event of liinhct arrests remember to 
give only a name, address arid date of birth 
and then no comment to everything else,. 
Nobody Tulks — Everybody Walks! 






The Great Liberty Riot 




On n Friday in June, a large protest in London with a 
peaceful care ivale^ue atmosphere aimed into a riot. 
The City was attacked smd property destroyed is the 
dispossessed look their revenge on the hub of global 
finance contained in the square mile around the Batik 
of England r The politicians and die media blamed 
'mindless drantennesj r and called the rioters 'ani- 
mate' and Ravages', This happened in I7HG. 

'/ he /^i/y Thiegmph of t 9th 1 u rue J 999 reported 
[hni on June (8th, 'Ihe City was confronted with the 
worst trouble in the Square Mile since the Gordon 



at which many rebels literally drank them selves to 
death founds familiar! | » In total over 2U0U prisoners 
were freed, the vast majority of them debtors, con- 
demned to be chained up in a pestilential hole until 
they could pay off their debt- After the prisons, the 
rioters' next target was ihc Bank of England. The 
assault on the Bunk wa*L led by a man on a cart horse 
blandishing ihc broken chains and fetters of the lib- 
erated from Newgate — even the horse was decorated 
with chains from Newgale. 

The Gordon Riois struck u blow fur freedom 



Riots m 1 7K0r" That summer, a mob of several thou- around the worlds In 1780 the British state w&s 



‘i-Lnd, led by African- Americans, broke open the pris- 
on» o:i Loudon, attacked the Bank of England and 
threatened the House of Commons. Bucking I ram 
Fakjce* the police station at Bow Street and the 
Arsenal at W<w4wich were nil attacked. The iust- 
eomplcicd Newgate prison, the country's principal 
jail, ww stormed and burned fscc picture), There 
were 300 prisoners inside* some awaiting cxecuitoru 
The prisoners were all taken to neighbourhood 
blacksmiths to have their chains struck oft.. 
Triumphant rebels danced and postured, defying the 
flames — they raided the Keeper's wine cellars and 
passed around ihc drink from hand to hand. 

In a week of rioting and looting, the rebels system- 
atically destroy ed all the prisons in London, one by 
one. The Old Bailey was irt mins, alt the records hav- 
ing been burned and London was lit up at night with 
the glow from burning prisons and bonfires in the 
streets. Many of the casualties suffered by the rioters 
were due to a raid on a huge gin d istillery i n Mol born 



involved in righting a desperate war u gainst the rev- 
olutionary American colonies. The riots were an 
extremely effective act of practical solidarity with 
the rebels. The following Au Curtin the last British 
mrny iflrrcndcrad to the Americans, ! lie rioters real- 
ly did hold the balance of hisiory in their hands. 

Tttc ptiet William Blake L aged 23, wus in "the front 
rank" of the crowd dial destroyed Newgate on June 
bth 1 7 HO. In America Bloke described the spirit of 
rebel lion as crossing the Atlantic to Great Bri tain and 
inspiring, panic uteris in London and Bristol, open 
demonstrations against the war r which t emp o ra r i ly 
deranged the guardians of die Status quo and has- 
tened die coming of peace. Amid 'll res of hell’ and 
"burning winds driven by flames" of revolution, 

"The mil I inns sent up a howl of anguish and 
threw off their hammer'd mail. 

And cast their swords & spears to earth, & 
stood a naked multitude.' 1 ' 

Long live King. Mnh! 
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THt wytTHEfc'S 
A NO TBfcfcE'S SUIT' 
U< 3 ^X>S OP PCOPlf 

I'LLSTOf £ 5 d N $ s® 
t CMNl^Au; 



.nlVAL' MET At u 



OH rO.TME.l'feE. 
T^lXlk^AfiOUT 

THAT DAM ^ 
LAfiMN'/ o ’ 6 






Tome 18th v 6^<wuuEtepe- scfoaeiED on walls- fv<R>ST£P, &flckE&EP» talked a&u 

v 1 AUMSfoy <jcrr SICK of hearing about it in Af>£iu 

■ 11 ^-LL ■ *.! ■ .1* . . L. 



A^MLWr&iojer 

Put INTO IT t 



WHAT IP IT 
ONLSf 200 REDPLt AMt 
K?O 0 &oRf$HO»et>UP? 




WtMEWE 
\/ 





THE Dlf FeteTir COLOURED t AftN\U A L NASfS WERE RANJi&D 

(Xrr. AH/THC^e W^E^LwSTRiJcluPNSWTHeM 

That cuVeR thing, oF-spurni^G, up 

INTO Col^uecP-OCpiriATEP&KJU^ 
ro MOVE, off IN D1FF0&EKST DlftKTWS- 



Chow cool J that 
fferti*iD£DiieoF 
SOUTH ^ReAn tuo 
-J^es WITH THEiR 
COLOUR CODED 

CRASH helmets.) 




AND THEM W£ WALKED FO£- FUcKiN A^D HO ONE 

KNCW WHERE WC WERE GOING AMD WE £££HEDtD 
DoHUH 6 H& UP in A TVBE .SlATlOM. 




THE^£'5 THt& ReOtftfiiMQ PHENOMENON On «T$'/Bh 5 ACTION 5, THAT THE H|AJOtnLf HASH 'T 

6 m A ou?e wueee'TueLpRE meaning Oft. euew if Things ace: going to Plan op no-tthCPE's 

SOMTUnE SHOUTING "‘THAT WAN !* WITHOUT ©tflANATTON MJ& MOU^oN’T CMoLulf THIS'S 
e&LUXCS Oft- If TH&f‘RE AM'OfcG#UJlS0E' ot WHAT- It'S AtX FflftuOCULOuS REASONS, I KNCuO, 
£UT tT-S COMRjSIpJG £nT> PftOfteALE foCc^p fcUOUj 5 &M 6 ANflNRMOuS L 6 MJERS HUE 
SHEEP. I WtJ'r £NOW r %OT l&TK^E a eCTTCg 7 |} Ot 6 AM>SE MASS NJMibl^ AFTER 



all, the Success is most im down to spontaneous ceowp ceacttoms - amd ccn^m- 
CMED IWA&T^lANS can f \xx UP £ b6 ODITE t>l$ewPOUJ£R.INkj, «uT I HAVCM' T 

PgALLlf 6CT ANH fcfclGWT IG6AS A&OUTTH'S, SO I'LJL STOP U)Hf KlC&Ailj p. - 













THCWWE IUSTL0FTTHE wE ALL CONVERGED Osl (jPfEP THAN, E5 
STATION AGAIN. fcE£E ' 1 [I 

VUOC^TM€f0f5WECfi Bf' 

IN3 FtjtCKWlT5Afr*XJWT 

SEAS us AS we OMlt nut „ 



Vi VAT 



REED 



OPENED .. 
FiftE ■* 
H if GRANT 



PBy,TH£et & fijefsED- 
MD C^5fVOJ sHouT- 

iuG, at rn M-tw we 

COULD B& TC^SHiMi^ 

it' hcw socims K 



£Fb<3t£ 

cANmasu 



i /edging spun pays reFf 



fVAHEV f 



ACtuftUM OHtdrrwEOTi-1 

■doujuGseoupS* trash e 
fi HcOoMAiJPS OM £t*UT£ 



THE storming 
^uilDing - 



VEfcH f>teDlCTABL4,WE W&IT to 
me off LICENSE ■■ AMD CAMS 
ACROSS A GlwCK of ClTf WORKERS 



tSPGAfTTMeVHaie L 
JJAH WITH MH 1 AFfl NlTW \ 

(5 (Sou P- A eUMCX Of MATTS' 
'AnD we'd DECIDED to ^ 

STieKToGtTHEG ,|T 
WPRXt P SuKffcl S’NffUf UELL' 



'ANKERS! 



THINK fOU'|?E 

IS* HARD ^ 



WHERE'S A HUGE UP FCP 
H cfiowp wHCm mojn££D 



we f eiT safe cos we 

HAD TALKED BCRORF- 

HAND How voe'D COOK. 
AFTER &DE Aeeesr £AO^ 

t OTWC(?, AMDiTWAS _> 
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3^ r 
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ACT TO QCTHElS AN& MOT 
fVffW NICKiNI? PCOPLE ,THE 
Fffv6T& ATeD Oafs StAPftP 
0HMG(W6 tAND SAtJEiOhLlf 

?AueahiqTXf ctowD jij am 
. .WBifnToqEAg THE A&54 . [ 




& 



‘2$>« 






AW55 STONES DON'T 
$E£M TO BREAK RIOT COR S' 

Bones- Just hold the it. 
BACK A 6lT, WHICH IS USE' 
ful, too- but When SOME- 
ONE %t Off IVtAT fOkibER Ftffc 
EWTNGOISHE’C, If ACTUAUH 
^SPERSEO TWE*1- Sorte- 

thing rue ha£dl4 gvhG uaD 

THE 3<JV Op SEeilUG ! 











(NTHECCpWD WASN'T ONf= OPlNTlH IDATIQM- IT F£LT PDWgjftRfL ^ 

HApPH (IN H4 OflM-lOW) ; m 



CAUM &OWW 
CALtA DOWM 



7 n WHAT EJfcfTErtEWT / 1 
/ L s "QU- ALMOST W^T 
/ ^li45£LF TUtNt^NS 



& copvernft/i+ k7uilc(i''n<3 
Supplies lYucfc w&S pfykadf 



THEr^/'AftE'itou SjchT l| 
fACOWARI)? WHY 




A0 EY OJ HIDING! 

ft FACE-? 

We it 

OFF-' 7 



TVIES^TROuGlE MAKERS UP 

AT EVEfcH BIG RTS OR DEMO , AMT 
DISRUPT THEM- TH6H HAVE REA- 
LV0f PRoBUHS, AnO S°U CAW T 

mscuss the m-aiter uhth tvseH 

- MCM r P£ TDTALLH UNSEASONABLE 

I’VE LfAftNT JUST NOT TO BOTHER . 

SoKeriiies someone will as« w h^ 
Wpe MASKED UP,M0U ExptAIM 
THAT DON'T wAjvJfR) BE LDeW- 
TlFieD ON THE MILES Of fOGTAGe 
THE POUOE INTELLIGENCE: WILL CAflfLlf HOME , AAJD 
tHGM SAH "FAIR ejNOUGiH" BUT TWoSf WHO SHOUT PND 

even trm to umiMsk ^ou - j have NO TIME at" ALL 

for them- them 're 3U$r unofficial H^PeRS of the 

O&S. M4 OMUf AN$n£f2 is * FiOC OFF, IWEN " AND 
Punching them iF thE4 'VlH TT> PUiX ofF ^OuG HAS*< 
IS A LEGITIMATE FO|CM OP SGLf - DEFENCE „ AS WELL* 





1 CAN'T EVEN 
SEE THE to ^ 
- AROUW& 7 



TVILSISFUCKIM 
AMAZING < 



A HUPPIE BARDOT 
SHADED, TflASueD 
looted and a Bar- 
P'CAOe w*s ceer-Tei 

ra PuENITUEE 



r Moveo Off WITH A LAftGC GROUP fcOWNf 

ACGMiGTHe fMVfefc..- 




EveeKTHiruff was 

StfAfffiGfNG, FROM 
POSH ^tsoowuro 
TRfeStDC UGHTS 

£ tunm£L Cl 



i swWJ, eva?v 5^iciLC 

0NG WAS TAKEfsl flUT. 
f iO£ **10UJ5 WhW l( 












OOMOCAt 



IxHTCjF Sd KANH CAUSING THOOSAinjDS Of 

/ pounds north of criminal damage: 

WITHOUT MASKS OfcfcueN SHiftS’H 
' Ct^ER. THEIR DISTINCTIVE TATTOOS/ 
ANOtweM MAN4 fUC^N 

C ABEKAS a Pound/ whm ? TAKjnG Pic- 
tujej^ wuxjusr end up incriminating 
other pcople. it's a tor more ukew 

IK AM HOU ■MINK, THAT THe RoUCeReT 
TV|gl£ HANl>5 on A cop if Q< Lj&JRflC- 
1\J|H.ES.WH0 NOTS Ho U DM SNAPSHOTS 
WM£Viiru)A5S0 CH a L)(\)- 
fv&j e fa&lg ©tftsftecc ? L&we 4 0 u £ 
OaheGa at i^oMg, anp point thi© 

out TO f€OPie 40U s€Z TAKING IN" 

aHWiAATlMG PICTURES?/ 






the+j we cAmf past the FP^i-uas^s 

lOOCttj vJW£(?e THEM w£ft£ HAVING 

AfuC<lN<3 dimmer part W f 



* Ver fj ' 



THAT SIGHT FROM THE 



Of cav&SE,TH£ MEDift -ngfr.f ^ ^ jun CL random Riot nrADUMES 
iMCAlNE- WMOCAfceS®' PeoPte wo&Ah THAT that UJONY fttAUe 

us AN I* FRIENDS. HES’Tvie MEDIA HAS AN IN" 
fluence on what people think ci-0ou fir thole 
A fte nftftwH who Beuevt eve^M worcmhough) 

But FACE (T i we WONT evcR &£ ASl* To CONveH 

WRat we th inker the wipe scope of our 

STtUlSOUgS THROUGH THEM ^ WHO PLA4 SUCH* VITAL 
(toLE in MAINTAINING THC STA-O/SQOO. we CAN'T START AVCMDIMG fToNPRoNTATTOMi 
SuCPft£S>lNC QUfc DESIRES iri OR-DfcTClTO ACCOMoDATt THEM, uj c ££ Ml KiG ASOUT-WHA? 
THE PV6LIC WILL THINK 1 ', Z HAP AW EXCEUfciNVmM AwJ> GSLT REALUf SlReNG * THAT5 

whAt counts Rjfc mmSeuP- And LTHiioti-PAFA<Ljwofl.e iNFLuEMnAL, how we iwreE- 

ACT WW OTHERS PACE Tb fAt£ OR IN 0U£ COmi^UMlTieS i THAN wJHAT THEM Stt OCN 

-reum- 

THE POLICE HAD NOT BEEN PRePAfcgD Pbft UlMAT HAD HAPPENED , '4& > < UJF KADB6E*/ 
OAMfti LUCt-H . THEH 1 ^ GV rre ICFEsT ON GETTlHG'THoSfc WHo ORGANISED THE KiOTNG" 
fHyfc MIL Be CONDUCTING A HUGE lNraJUGEHCE GflEeArilON AtUD Gol nG TUGd UQ H TWEl <2 

siA^UANceftoiAO? x can’t tecMJLSeeiNG- ftwn evid&jge ciatherinc; teams so i 

TAKE ITTH^ WERE VS1NG PUIM OoTHES PH OTDGHfiAPj-tER S fANCfTKgf REASON TD CON' 
ffOWTflttS6 WtlMGlricAlffUNftTlAlCt p(CTUt£5), rtcHcPe toPU^GAR&AjLAjouJ... 

Hou GfTAMA?J^& P-ioIS utce this onlm omce. euedv Few M^ars . June ISwcakJ't 

BE CEfiEATED iwTHeSArtE WAH INTWC ^ FUTUftF, THE ftoUCe LE^RM fiEoH fSMUilR&S 
fw& Iajou ld yeRH Ha£d to COntA in i t. BWv/HArujC Cam do iscaprh the ins Pi rati cm 

INTO Rj|£mae-OOLL6cnVE A<TlOJ ■ we SHOULD STRENGTHEN THE SOD^AtlTV BORN! 

our ofthe sha*et> e^PdftiFNic^ Sh suppoRnNG iHose who cev done: for 

3lg, WE COULD ALSO WORKOM STRENGIH^NIMG tub NETWORKS FORikED, COKJ- 
TMOVE WORKING AND ORGANISING iw THE LOCAL GROUPS THAT ^fcfT iwVOLUffi . AT 
lEftSTlHAT S WHAt F>TTE5 Mf tM ME B FTEEiwaTW Of A GCEAT DA^ OLW-, 







The Intercontinental Caravan— A Critical Analysis 

'In May /June f 999 > several hundred activists from India and all over the developing world wilt 
come to Europe to participate in actions a gainst many of the planet's most important centres 
of power... we alt share common foes— economic giobalisationt free trade and corporate rate— 
and that the only way we can defeat those foes is by unified action/ 1 - from ICC publicity. 



Work tor the I ncereum mental Cam vim (ICC) scan ud 
seven monlhs in advance. "Welcoming Committee" 
groups were set up in every City the Caravan was co 
visit. linked by an e-nuiil list, a co-ordination otl tec 
m Holland, and regular meetings of delegates from 
all over Europe coming together lor two or three 
duys to hammer out (hr issues. Hi was, an heroic effort 
which again m .ill ihe i-hKIs paid ofT and several hun- 
dred people from the global .South did come it) 
Europe, networked and participated in actions. 

However this success goes only a snunlt way 10 
masking the pitfall* of the project. Early on, serious 
logistical, politic ii I and interpersonal problem 1 - 
emerged. The sheer magnitude of gelling 500 or 
more activists from the global South into Europe was 
revealed in January when just three participants 
failed io get visas io visit the UK. It is stunning ihat 
i he 3H participants who came to ihe UK got in as all, 
and over HO applicants had Lheir visas refused. 

The visa process mined sc nous questions about the 
ICC’s inspirations to he a ‘confrontational gra-nsrocits 
action 1 Large-scale brown- new ing of politicians and 
Nmi Governmental Organisations iNGOs) vr±s need- 
ed to get l he applications through. Apart from being 
utterly odkua, this affected the political nature of the 
project. In the UK, questions were raised as to 
whether direct action was an option, as the Home 
Office wished to sec the tour's itinerary., and in 
Belgium, NCiOs placed conditions tut what the ICC 
could do, in exchange for desperately needed fund- 
ing. 

Also, the people who were attracted to a project 
dealing with "Third World ™ issues and working 
through MPs and MG Os tended to favour an NGO- 
mylc approach, which resulted in a lot of inter-group 
tension. At the evaluation meeting in July 1999 
someone commented:; H So many fftiople were regu- 
3 arty angry and frustrated with other people. The 
anger is really demotivating,.. Leftist movements 
are often criticised for arguing too much, but in the 
ICC we should have argued more, and really con- 
fronted our differences. hh 

Because of its scale and naiure, the project con- 
sumed immense resources. In every country a few 
people were massively over-st re irhcd. Mont shared 



the desperate sen sal ton "lr ] don't do it, who will?” 
Many groups lacked the busies, such as adequate 
provision* for ihe visitors" food and accommodation, 

Yet the resources pumped into the Caravan were 
massive — £125,000 in airfares and well over 
£50jDQ0 in preparation costs. In one (hree-diy meet- 
ing of St I co-ordinators in Europe (of which there 
were several )« 150 perMai/dayN were spent, dis- 
cussing logistic* and imtcrperMiual coolUcts. Similar 
efforts and energies must have gone into prepara- 
tions in India, Then there is [III: ecological cotit (and 
dubious politics) of a project demanding trans-con Ei- 
ncntal flights and extensive travel. 

Even if l\ had gone entirely ns hoped* you"d have to 
ask if this was the best way to engage in effective 
solidarity. However, the ICC project was never quite 
what it set on! to be. There was no mutual dialogue 
between European, Indian and other groups., There 
was no meaningful common platform, and this led to 
u motive shock when people met, with unrealistic 
expectations on both “sides™. Many of the Indian par- 
ticipants were even unaware of the contents of “"their 
manifesto" (Which was written hy one European 
man on their behalf!) 

One participant commented liuti organisers in 
Europe suffered from the ’’expectation cJuit visitors 
wthlld be true peasants with the poUticul suphiatica- 
t ton of university graduates,"’ J rhc reality was mid- 
dle -etGiss small: farmers, some of wham were here 
looking I or work, business opportunities or just a 
cheap package tour n I Europe (apparently one couple 
were on their Honey tnoon!) 

On the other hand visitors tump I Limed that they 
were ' treated like cattle 11 . They hail ilo input into the 
programme, as [here was no dialogue between 
Europe and the South before they arrived, Instead, an 
over full, badly organised agenda wis forced on 
them, ft b a sad fact ihat on many actions the 
Caravan made an exotic picture uuuiJe whatever 
institution they had been taken fo protest at, but local 
activists were conspicuous by llicir absence. 

And there are some considerably less tunny 
accounts ol wluit took place mi ihe tour. One Indian 
mail refused Eo take pari m a detncMiifiratioti in 
Cologne, as lie was so outraged m ilie behaviour of 
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ihe European women —smoking and drinking l The 
Endian participanls wen: supposed lo he briefed on 
gender nelmioos in Europe. hut somruf apparently for- 
got or ignored lh,Lt brie dug. Female eo-ordin;itors on 
the busies reported .lei overall lack of respect, ofi.cn 
degenerating into cfuLlc Serious verbal and physical 
sexual harass merit. 

Participants from l^atin America, Nepal and 
Kiingladedi all reported being marginalised and! 
harassed by the majority of Indian delegations on 
their buses. 

We witnessed something of this m the UK where 
arguments broke out about which Indian Siaics 
would be speaking at a conference, and whether the 
Nepali* should he allowed to speak he all Tins laier 
escalated into threats (apparently quile real) of phys- 
ical violence and ru| >e directed at I lie Nepal is. Non- 
Indians were chased from i lie it assigned buses oil 
several occasions. 

One bus co-oedinotor reported: '"On Etie very firsE 
day. an Indian guy got up and Maned talking ahum 
hnw wonderful Hitler was, TP bnw the swastika sym- 
bolises ii mai zc mill which functions by getting nd of 
the bod parts of the maize and keeping die good 
parts,,, Hitler “defended the German nation stale 
when it was in crisis, by getting nd of the problem 
dement*. and now India has to do ihe 
same'll! d. P . How he came into the caravan again 
i,n<- many quesduiLs. . . I cannot stay inn project ihat 
is run strong enough to kick out a nazi. W c kepi him 
on die hus over a week through indecision, and 
default, ..1 am sorry wc have been providing him 
with lied food and acconi modal Lcmi for Hi days, and 
am sorry ihut wc bad wdb difficulty in chucking him 
off, and could not really reach a eunseusuft... T 

I >c pressing! y, mnsi ul eIlc problems chut hescl Ihe 
Caravan while it was in Europe were identified 5 or 
6 months beforehand, and were ihe subject of many 
lengthy (apparently ineffectual) discussions about 
"Ihe process^ A ’Blind FuillV, ‘■question nothing" 
altitude perniejccd theme discussion* Critics were 
referred lo us "harbingers of destruction" and 
"deserters". In the end, some of ihe most experienced 
activists in the project (the Dutch cooking collective, 
Rlu ripen plum jnd the transport collective 

Thcatrcstraat) pulled out ullogclb cr- 

Allegations from India that the participants in I he 
JCC were Hi] "sued company reps and bankers"* 
along with ihe need to apply early for visas led to 
repeated attempts to find out who was actually com- 
ing, These and other questions pu t to the i*nly contact 
point in India, n professor and leader of ihe 



Karnataka Slate Farmers Union (the KKKS) 
remained largely unanswered, 

Frni n ihe beginning the ICC was a centra] i*t organ- 
ised project offered to people on both continents on 
a “lake Li or leave it"’ basis. This was highlighted by 
attempts in February lo alter the plans for the 
Caravan, Local groups, were concerned that the 
resources to mnke such a massive project possible 
simply weren't ihcrc: people were being manipulat- 
ed and over stretched, and there was a real danger 
that ihe Caravan would not happen ul all. 

Proposal* from ihe I hitch m reduce the scale of the 
project drew ih^ tin (1 inching tt&ponsc from Italia: 
"...A reduction or u postponement would result in 
the total loss of confidence in nm only European 
activists and also us "leaders" here in India,.. When 
once we lake a decision, we execute it at all costs. 
This particular discipline of outs is wlial makes us 
lose confidence in you. And r cun tide nee, if it is dam- 
aged once, is difficult to rebuild again.. .If there is 
any change in the promised programme, we as “lead- 
ers" would not he able lei move them even an inch in 
our future activities and the talk about such a change 
would go un fotr years and years,.. In view 1 of this. 
I be re h no other alternative for those who look the 
earlier decision in Koln, except lo slick to il . ..I can- 
not write anytnore on this, because I am myself los- 
ing confidence in all of ihe European groups fc finite - 
I ion mg. P .Try to he res pon si bk re vol mi nnar- 

Information is power,, and from early on iftui power 
was centred around a few individual* People 'on Ihe 
ground' simply did not gel the information they 
needed bm were expected lo come up with ihe 
grant* Often 1 his was because the time and resources 
to get information oni to people were simply not 
there, but ic was also because corn ml of centra] 
aspects ot the project — such a.s irans-conlincnta] 
eommuniealion and visa application— was kept in 
the hands of a few central organisers, 

There was a cultural dimension to the increasingly 
acrimonious debate nbout hierarchy and centralisa- 
tion, In Europe,, dceemra I i nation and nmi- hierarchi- 
cal organisation are an important pari of our political 
consciousness, hue in A>ia great leaders are expected 
and revered. However, the debate about the short- 
comings ol the ICC should not hide behind this cul- 
tural difference. Networking lslut struggles incenia- 
i tonally is exciting and potentially very powerful. 
However, the ICC showed how hard it is to make 
that networking meaningful, and ihm is something 
ihat cannot be ignored. 
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Global Day of Action 



On June 18th, events and direct action took place on every continent:, Here's a round-up of the 
actions we’ve heard about through the Earth First! Action Update, July 1999. No doubt there 



were many others. Longer reports can 
http://www.jl8.org 

Australia 

Adelaide — The Wj Ideal Collective; "stuck coins 
around in strategic places' . Including the stock 
exchange, ind Everyone for a Nudcur-Fret Fucun: 
plus supporters did u banner walk near the main 
branch of Westpac — an Australian hank who Jiuvc 
in veiled in the Jabiluka uranium mine, 

Fen li -“There m li Jubilee 2000 "Wukc Up Crawl H 
of Oansulnlcs, a demo against Wets tern Minings dcs 
ccration in the Philippine* and an action against a 
local engineering company. Clough, that's helping a 
company called Pangea phut a major international 
nuclear w^le dump in outbnek Western Austral in. 
Mh'Jhmi rne H ighl i;ght of the day i ei Mcl bou me was 
when Kim Bcarely, the leader of the opposition, was 
pied fur speaking al a meeting sponsored by Shell 
about APEC and Global Trade, The majority of peo- 
ple (amrttd with three roadklllcd wombats ) met up at 
I he slock exchange al noon, and went off to the local 
branch of Wesipac. Some peuplt entered a depart - 
mem store and ran amok, and (here were reports that 
a Nike store was pumchomhed and that ticket valida- 
lion machines on eIth: tram system were damaged 
Sydney — Al least three major events took place, 
alongside other nuiouontous action*. The anil-busi- 
neHH lunch w ns followed hy ll B scumhag*s tour" of ihe 
business district. Critical Mass took place I Liter in ihc 
evening, 

Argentina 

A multi-rdigtouiA assembly against debt and global 
capitalism was staged ns front of the International 
MujWry Fund l IMF) and Central Bunk building in 
Buenos Aircs h followed by a march through flic 
Streets of the financial dislriel. J 3.8 was the first in a 
scries of similar events to be held every third Friday. 

Bangladesh 

Friday is the weekly holiday in Bangladesh, so jIJ 
ihc offices of financial institutions in the city of 
Dhaka were closed on (hat day; The Domestic 
Workers Association had decided to organise a 
demonstration in from of tiie World Bank “suffice for 
Bangladeshi Bui due to the holiday, it was moved to 
Purina Pullim in the centre of Dhaka, Several hun- 



bo found on the international website: 

dreds of domestic workers demmi Pirated for two 
hours with .slogans against the IMF, World Bank, 
capitalism, mid local and in Leman unal exploitation. 

Belarus 

TWo l' roups organised a picket near the Mcll Donald** 
in the ccnine of Minsk, They handed out pamphlets 
mid handed toilet paper to people entering 
McDonulds, Any public meetings or demonstrations 
me illegal in Be lam*, but nobody was iirncsted* Also, 
die “N'u Corrasrat ions" -open air festival was staged 
without permission by ihe stale. 

Brazil 

In Desterm P the 12 metres high clock placed in the 
Centrt of the city, built by the media giant GLobo 
Network was stained with red paint symbolizing the 
blood of indigenous people shed by the European 
conquerors , The clock, a copy of which is eiecied in 
the capital of every Brazilian >tatc. is j mended io cel- 
ebrate ihu 500 years of "discovery' ireud invasion) of 
the land. At ihc bottom of the clock '"celebrating 
what?" was spray-painted- 

Canada 

Uulgury- -30 Incut activists- converged on the head* 
quarter* of Shell Canada. in snliduriiy with the peo- 
ples of the Niger Delta. Slogans w vre chalked mound 
(he foyer of the building, twiners displayed and 
leaflets distributed- After half an hour the protest 
moved unto the head office qf Chcvmn Canada. cun- 
veiueruty situated only half a block away, 

Oitowsi -60-100 people met in Confederation Park 
Lind began a march with songs courtesy of she Paging 
Grannies, a group of seniors who use song und 
humour to highlight social acid economic injustice. 
As they passed the Bank of Nova Scuba, “auditors 4 
W€fc sent into the building to conduct a mural audit 
of the institution. Hie parade [lieu paid visits to the 
US and Mexican embassies, the National Press 
budding, Monsanto, Anderson consultants, dosed 
olT a Shell stai n in and finally confronted the head- 
quarters of arms manufacturer Ravil won, 

Toronto- RTS Toronto concluded peacefully, with 
□ver 2.000 cyclists, dancers, pedestrians and protest- 
ers participating, presided over by ll giant goddess.. 
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Police presence wa* extremely heavy w uh ri tvL 
police, hotw*. bulletproof w*i wearing Emergency 
Task Force cops anil bike fuzz, tni! despite the burn 
mg effigies in the it reels (a tetevhdon/VCR. 
Mercedes symbol, and a pant asshole- — !?!), there 
were no arrests. 

Vancouver— About tOO people ^quarantined” ihc 
stock exchange iutd the headquarter* of the timber 
giuul Macmillan lilOAdtll and GJubal Corporation. 

Czech Republic 

Numerous actions look place in conjunction with 
JIB, m^umsed by a coal it ion of Ichjh] tod national 
groups. The first street party outside Prague took 
place m Brnu- on May 22nd with more Ilian 800 peo- 
ple allending. The second Prague sfreet party on June 
5tll intruded a crowd of more than 7 h OOU inlo the city 
centre. It was timed to coincide with the planned 
arrival of the Intc^eontincnEal Caravan* which was 
refused entry lo che country. After plenty of enter- 
taiimvent, a .spirited march headed towards the his- 
toric centre caf the eiiy. The conveniently placed US 
embassy was attacked with bottles and stones despite 
the presence of UXH9 police wish water cannons, 
horxes and helicopters, A police station, several fast 
food stores and one TV station were attacked. 1 \4 
arrests were made. On June IS* a much smaller 
Crowd of 350 gathered in central Prague to stir more 
trouble ji bank branches and corporate headquarters. 
However. being outnumbered by the police 3:3 and 
confronted with bud weather, everybody called iL m 
day foirly early.. Nevertheless, the massive police 
presence man aged to hurries* the Ira I he m the city all 
day. There were also Actions around tire whole of 
Czech, and activist* m dilSertnl cities run mhwdiops 
lo inform about JIM and actions around, I be world. 

France 

A group of 50 took a rumble around 2E> local bunk 
brunches in Bordeaux. At each, they carried out a 
symbolic occupation, demanding that the branch 
managers send faxes denouncing nco- liberal eco- 
nomic policies Co the French Finance Minister and 
other financial institutions, 

Germany 

Events in Cologne, where the GB ministers were 
meeting. proved somewhat less spectacular than 
expeclcd. The 'laugh parade' planned far (he day 
was effectively snipped by thousands of police. 
Indians and other* from the Intercontinental Caravan 
for soLidurily and resistance, arriving at Cologne 
after a month of action all around Europe were 
topped by the police before enter mg the subway lo 



www.j 18 ,org 

In ihc days and weeks following June 1 8th the cor- 
porate media in the UK focused heavily on the use 
of the internet and e-mail io co-ordinating the glob- 
al day of action. Although must oil what they wrote 
was t unsurprisingly! fiction, ihc J 1 K wch site — 
with a rumoured quarter of u mil I ion hits by tlic 
lime the event cook place— clearly played a role in 
the dissemination of information. 

Ilic web she is still being continually updated. 
For people who took part in the event, and those 
inspired by what I hey fnive heard, (he web site pnv 
vide* a huge amount qi mformuiksn, Tire web site 
provides poinu of contact tor many of ihc 100 
gmups w ho iiHik part m the day. as well as reports 
from actions in 27 different countries, images from 
the Carnival against Capital, an hourly-hour 
report of th$ events in London and n truly inspiring 
personal account of [lie riots which swept across 
the City. The original proposals and nc w sleltcr* for 
(tie day ol action can also be found. Alongside this 
are sample press releases and the opportunity io 
vkw the J 18 "irs^iicr' thai was pn^lueed in the U K, 

Aside from JE8 specific information, there are 
links providing information and primary points of 
contact for anarchist distribution services., a global 
calendar of protests, n propaganda image collection 
and iiclivisi groups working on teM* video and 
audio media projects. A section of the web site is 
also dedicated to providing useful service n io nidi- 
ca| groups around Eire world. This inc hides Links to 
orgMisatiooE providing free inrerrret access, e- 
mnlL web space, mailing lists and fox services. 

Whilst there ore a number of criticisms which can 
he levied at I he use of I he web. in icmis of exclu- 
sivity* the trend towards professionalism and our 
increased dependency upon tocbrology. the infor- 
mation provided within these pages is almost guar- 
anteed in provide any visitor with inspirational sto- 
ne* and iruugcs. alongside an enormous range of 
global contacts and a paukage of resources which 
hold the potential to increase both the impact and 
e ffectiveness of our actions. 

To send enbiributiob* in the web t reports of 
actions on JIS* corrections of conlact del ails or 
additions to the resources tist) e-mail: 
j 1 3 web @ hotmai I.com 

ll the J 18 web site lulls, or is shut down, mirror 
sites can lie found at: hiip:/ri.ajn/[j ijnsiijiion.il and 

hupt//mc* suges .u, Vihe_pcople 
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the city centre, where many were beaten up and 30 
arrested. 500 European participants on chi: way toilie 
parade were similarly vurmanded. 

The fottowi tig day's big march (nol l he separate 
Jubilee 2l)fKl event] through (lie city attracted aboui 
10*000 people including a large Kurdish contingent. 
Other successful actions included the invasion qf a 
police vehicle compciund w'here several vehicle^ 
were damaged, damage to ihe doors of banks and 
investment bouses. and a demonstminn by Iranian 
women outside the cathedral while Ihe world leaders 
were having a service said in their hooouffi 

Greece 

2-300 people blocked ihu tral ftc in the nmt central 
part id Athens wiih banners and a soijndvystem. 
People burned putlcls am) cardboard boxev and sei 
up barricades. The rim police came In trying lu push 
cverymte off the sired, which people resisted with 
bag heavy nielal bars and, by i In owing n>elv and 
bricks. A euro-election kiosk was smashed up, and 
when pul ice saw that the crowd was not going to dis- 
perse peacefully, ihey used tenrgns. People scattered 
and (here was some fighting with police in die sur- 
rounding area. The niity arrestee was scum released. 

Italy 

Kolomna -The most important action organised by 
Anareodclisti in liuty for JIB was y walk-about 
through the city of Bologna, A multitude of 
autonomous /ones were created in the centre of ihe 
town for UlC Might, blinking Ihe traffic and involving 
passers by in their performances* 

Similar actions happened in Milano* Komu* $lcmu 
Flrt-ii/iL 1 and Ancona, hut unfortunately we have no 
further details. 

Israel 

The TitHsdhye to the MaSE' -Street party was held on 
■be streets of Tel- Aviv's financial district. 

Malta 

The Movimenl Girpffittl staged a mck concert under 
die banner * l Mitlta not for sale." 

Mexico 

People wem (o ihe World Bank where they met all 
different kinds, of police. A play was performed and 
banners reading "World Bank^CrimiunI Mafia’ and 
‘For real change, rise up and resist: The struggle con- 
tinues!' were unfurled. People then visited ihe stock 
exchange, where they again found lots of cops. 
Thousands of leaflets were distributed in- and out- 
side banks before a march and more vlfeci ihcutre- 



Nepal 

Unfonunniely tlier e was no physical pel ion or protect 
regarding J1E in Nepal. However, we composed ta 
memorandum and gave it to the Nepal representa- 
tives of ihe Asian Development Bank. IMF. anti the 
World Bank. 

Netherlands 

Around 50 activists gathered in from of ihe 
Amsterdam Mi>ek exchange A 6 by k metre banner 
was hung between two lampposts to transform the 
pseudo-class ical from of ihe building. leaving a gate 
for the moneymakers. Al one Mage the protesiors 
moved lo wards ihe front door of ihe vu*:k exchange 
{which miraculously dosed very rapidly)) and i offi- 
cially dosed Ihe building w ilh a cnfourfoE rihhmi and 
cheap ciilcr. Once closed* 10 Siaicmcnts For The 
Reform Of Hie Kinancial-Emnomir System were 
presented and virtually hammered onto ihe from 
door, in the style of Luther in 1 S td. 

Nigeria 

Thousands of people from dll walks ol lire gathered 
at i lie Port Hurcourt hnemaiionaE Airport to wait for 
eKl 1 return to Nigeria of Dr- Owens Wiwa, younger 
brother Ken Saro-Wiwa. Owens was forced into 
exile in North America four years ago. 

The crowd then moved in a convoy lo Agip 
J unci ion in Port Hurcourt wliere a street named after 
ex -dictator Abacha wpui unofficially re-named inter 
Ken Saro-Wiwa, with the old signpost pulled out. 
ITie crowd also stormed Agip offices where (wo 
itmck cut l ins where dcpoMlcd m ils from in protest 
againsi the human rights atrocities of ihe Italian com- 
pany. Agip has been responsible for cite murder of 
eight people In foe I jaw region in April. The demon’ 
m T utors also blockaded the gules leading to the 
offices of Shell hi Port Htrcuurt for ahoiii two hours. 
Solidarity ntessagev were presented by rcpre.senlo- 
lives uf virtually ah the ethnic iiutiunalitics. in Niger 
Delia paving !lu" way for farther joint action* The 
dancing and .singing in ihe streets brought Nigeria's 
petroleum capital to a standstill. 

Pakistan 

A June I Sfo March against nukes and Pakistan's 
nuclear tesis in Guje rai ended with several rjTjta aiders 
arrested, tortured and remanded in prison possibly 
facing the death penally.. 

The procession broke through ihe police cordon lo 
lour parts of ihe city. Union leaders who had gone 
into hiding four days he foie were prevent, masked 
up* deipiie the HUfhoritifii being ready fur I hem on 
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every sunset Comer, After ihu march, a protest 
held outside the 4-lj^Trict court. and while speeches 
were being nude, several bun tired policy charged in 
with tear gm |cr ;tm;^ about 6D people. SO of these 
were later released but the remaining seven, all offi- 
cials hi various on inns were charged, with l he 
Pakistani equivalent of high treason. 

Lutesi reports are ihnE all Hue one have been 
rulewd. For more information, contact APFUTU, 
Union House,, Kang Pur n„ Sargodha Rood. ClujenH. 
5^1700 Pakistan, Ihnail: urilon^grt.tptcc.ncbpk 

Portugal 

A srn.ilt street prutcM was held in Lisbon Co inform 
the public about the link between global isat ion and 
capitalism with environmental destruction and social 
inequality. Separately another group did a few 
JCiioiiH during Mi c day. including simulating the 
demolition Ufa bank, by pushing a guy with a I u- Inset 
ngiiinst its tluorv 

Senegal 

Exploitation of children was the theme for Senega Vs 
fkmomtraJjon on June ISih. Debt and scmcEUraJ 
.idjusuneni policies have meant that the government 
have cul back on education, forcing hundreds of 
thousands of 13. 

14. and 1 5 year 
old> out of school 
into having eo sup- 
pnri them sc Ives, 

Six Jlu i aired pfiQ* 
pic asst 1 1 iih led on 
ihc IKeIs and the 
14th. lo hear 
speeches and see 
sketches per- 
A wined by youth of 
die district- 

Slovakia 

The first solidarity 
action with PGA and Heltons around the world in 
Slovakia was lie Id on 12 June, although we don"? 
have any more details. 

South Korea 

On June IS, around 2W people gathered for a rally 
in the CeriEcr tit' Seoul. Ail l: r .m enaLluieril of \m 
imaginary conversation between financial speculator 
George Soros and Zip'iaEisCa-ConiitursdaiUL 1 Mitcok, 
suliduriiy speeches were heard including :.i represen- 
tative of fanners' groups, a trade union leader who 
whs Larrenily on hunger strike over government sup- 



press inn of unionism, and one of Korea's fatncHix 
Film actons speaking abnuE the threat tn (he Korean 
film industry from US investment liberalisation. 

Spain 

Bandana— The day of action started ai Ham w ben 
25 people closed off I wo of the city's main streets, 
tnuwfocmirig one of Ehcm to look like a beach. 
Elsewhere, 100 people look a piece of land where a 
squat had been demolished after eviction- By ilie end 
of the day, they had created a proper garden there. 
The neighbour were impressed. 

Hike demos started off during the kite afternoon — 
one group of 13 cyclists coming to join the main 
demons! me km fioni 20k in outside Barcelona man- 
aged in dti$e the entire motorway. At 7pm, all the 
groups converged lor n Reclaim the Si recta Party. 
The soundsysicm von broke down and had to be 
pushed around she cily by the 700 poitygom, who 
also covered ihe walls with anli-ca,pi(Bliit graft! li, 
Madrid — A street party ended 7 days of action for 
social rights. Fcnpfc partied under clothes lines 
strung across I he street, in defiance of an archaie law 
banning ihe practice. Earlier in the week, the Spanish 
stock exchange was invaded by 100 individuals who 

occupied ihc 
traders* posts, 
disrupting trading 
for over an hour, 
An employ i lie in 
agency was also 
occupied during 

the wodt. 

OvfdlAt Aviles, 
til Jon (Afllll* 
tins } — In all three 
cities, info stalls 
publicised the 
consequences of 
global isatio n « 
A f t e r W a r d 3 „ 
bonks, property developers’ offices and Mel* maids 
branches were picketed- People gathered in the 
evening outside the Asturias pari lame nc for music 
Lind the pointing of a murid. 

Volcjieijd — To the rhythm of drums, a carnival of 400 
people wound its way through the sfrecta. stopping or 
Lladro’s — one of Valencia's most hated land specu- 
lators, and on into the Financial ccnirc. 

Switzerland 

(km va At midday some 30 people washed down 
some of the main hanks in the centre of the city with 
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ladder*. brtM3Tn?i ip WiUer suid stKtp, Then in the 
evening, some 1 00 people made a mobile Carnival in 
the. 1 city,, blocking Use streets. painting them. dancing r 
serving blackcumuit syrup to the caidmcrs who goi 
caught up in the traffic. This has inspired people to 
plan similar monthly act cons. 

Zurich— Abend 300 people occupied a construction 
site in a port of Zurich which is being redeveloped 
similar to London's docttnod^ h Was the besi party 
for years. Two bands played, alongside a soundsys- 
icm nnd a screening of the Reclaim ihe Streets film. 
The police weren’t too impressed of course, hut they 
eventually left, and the party continued all nighi/ 1 

Uruguay 

The central square of Montevideo city was turned 
ui to n Trade: fair' for the day, with cnieriaminetii arid 
stalls informing about work, education , Ideal culture, 
consumerism, media mu rti pula Lion, free radio mid 
other issues. The day ended with a “recycled parade 1 
through the city, during which che Banco de 
Montevideo and die exchange were al^ occu- 
pied. Environmental and trade union campaigners 
worked together on this event, including workers of 
the “El Cine" supcrmarkel who have been occupying 
the supermarket for the last two months. 

USA 

Ash it ilk* NoHJl Carol Srtu — A run rid 100 pmlunters 
gathered for a street party, blockading the road using 
a broken down car. "Although small, we were in sol- 
idarity with thousands across die world' 11 
A n slim Texjis — A Critical Mass hike ride of about 
Sri people turned into a street bli>ekinL\. as el bEtni- 
cadc -i rad chairs from a nearby cafe were moved Into 
the street for ii p^riy, The cups were met with abuse 
when they turned up, who in turn snatch-squalled 
three people. 

Boston— More chan IDO activists Joined in a street 
theatre performance in from of Batik Boston in the 
centre of Mil- city’s rinumria] district- The hunk is 
closely connected to International Paper,, a company 
exploit gating the Chiapas region of Mexico and dis- 
placing ils people. Al the end of ihe day, the crowd 
promised to return, far stronger than before, to end 
the rule of capital over our lives, 

Eugene- June IMth activities kicked off, with 20 
arrested and eight police injured during a five hour 
Reclaim the Si reels I hat saw himV windows smashed 
and demonstrators tear gassed, on whai hud been 
expected to he jusi a stiwi party* It wasn'i clear whit 
sparked Ll. Corporate news accounts indicate I hut the 
if iiiiul spiLrk may have come when police moved in 
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list ihrough iL By the end of the day several down- 
town bank*,, a leather retailer and a l Tucu Bell" 
restaurant had lost windows. Unfortunately, there 
were also reports that some people were behaving 
aggressively to drivers who got caught up in traffic 
jEirrLs. One person is currently In prison for I he not 
and facing five years. 

Lac Angelo It* first Reclaim the Street party [<mk 
place on June 98th, A truck full of m 'instuni 
skutep&rk,' with rails, launch ramps, ami run boxes 
waited nearby but didrn manage to gei past ihe 
police iniii the party hui the s< nimby stem van did us 
did el trashed car which hid been donated far people 
to grai n 1 1. Tile party become mobile after a while to 
prevent the sounctaysicm being cofiliscauxL There 
were .I total of 17 arrests. The police compounded 
ihe trafTic chap* by keeping several blocks shui for 
hours after the RTS crew hud all gone homes and 
even sent the bomb squad in to deal with the trashed 
carl 

New York— A street carnival was organised to 
protest against the annual meeting of the Group of 
Etphl (G8) economic superpowers For nearly 2 
hours,. 5ft0 costume chid protester took over the 
streets, tying up traffic in New York City's Financial 
District arid rallying in front of the New York stock 
exchange on Wall Street, l ive people Were arrested 
as they attempled to chain themselves together 
around a large sculpture of a globe and auditor 32 for 
blocking traffic while inking over the streets, 
Olympia— A Street puny wux told a few days 
before the big duy, on June I2lh.. Police grabbed the 
signs, cones tmd bun leader used to block the streets, 
anti lliai Incd lo grab a couch. 

WiLsIimglfin, t>C. — 600 dcmtmstftGffi* formed a 
human chain around ihe US Treasury Department, 
co-ordinated by Jubilee 2U0U, 

Worldwide 

In solidarity with Mexico's Zapatista communities, 
the Electronic Pislurbcinte Theater launched an 
international blockade of the Mexican embassy in 
London- J 8.000 people from 49 countries joined the 
call t<> point ihcir internet browsers at ihe embassy 
using a program which sends multiple reload com- 
mands to the website* clogging ti up for the day* 

Zimbabwe 

The day was mm marked by big deuimisLrailous. hut 
(Ive |ieople were on ihe streets of Harare spreading 
mlojmaiion to raise awareness about globalisation 
issues. 
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Thousands of people take to the streets of the City of London in a "Carnival Against Capital"; 
5Q,0D0 landless peasants swamp the streets of Brasilia; in Nigeria a lO.OOQ-strong 'Carnival of 
the Oppressed* shuts down Port Harcourt in protest against the oil companies' exploitation of 
the Niger delta; 100 P 000 people take to the streets of Hyderabad in India, and over thirty street 
parties i involving thousands of people, take place simultaneously across the globe. What links 
this unprecedented new alliance of activists from East and West, from North and South? They say 
they are united in opposition to something called 'globalisation*. Every day we hear more about 
shadowy bodies with acronyms for titles. The WTO t the IMF, the MAI we are told their decisions 
are irrevocable, that the markets rule. This accelerating process of enclosure and dispossession 
Is an audacious attempt to assimilate everyone within the global economy and under the direct 
rule of capital. 



I r What is Globalisation? 

Globalisation has became aWrr nvifor for ull &oits of 
people — active K und academics, reformist and rcv- 
ohixicmkrics. Ac a lime when Endimalisrn is resur 
jient, we see an internalionaLisuEloo of struggle. And 
yet.., confusion rcipis — confusion over our objec- 
tive our ideals, our nielhotls and goals. A confusion 
that could hr fatal — if we miss our chance when it is 
presented to us wc might noi get aflutter otic. We are 
living in critical limes. Therefore in the following 
pitges wc examine the bACk^round to globalisation, 
the struggle against ll land some of the confusions 
and mi^ndei^tPLfTdjrtg^ that surround it. 

The current trend for opposing globalisation 
■ippears so have fallen for an inverted version of the 
same illusion that those in favour of it suifer from— 
that what is occurring (and lias heen for JlppraiJ- 



maidy the Iasi 20 years) is something new and radi- 
cally different to wliut h m gone before. The things 
tliul Lire idenliAd as constituting globalisation — free 
trade* the free movement of capital, (he growth of 
internal ional regulatory bodies nnd instillation??, the 
expansion of icjyJtinjtdanuls and the creation of one 
global “culture 1 — arc new in she sense dial they are 
new forms, of organisation Lind structure but in 
essence they arc ;■ oaniinuasmii of whai has gone 
before. 

Capital has always bem global. The capitalist sys- 
tem is the ntosi adaptable and veracious in history. 
From its beginning it has been driven by ihe need ID 
constantly exp; nail or die; the changes that have 
occurred in recent years are an expression of this 
need. Globalisation is h worse’ in the sensei has it rep- 
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resents un a i tempi zii extending and intend lying cap- 
ital* grip on humanity; but ic is not wu rsc. ns some 
wem to imply* in opposition to a mythical idealised 
past when capitalism was nice and local and the stale 
imcfycned to protect Lis against the markets- The 
log ic is the same now as it always been— to exploit 
people and nature to the mq^imum client possible. 
The fact that :in some previous eras this exploitation 
may have taken place in a way that wax softer or 



more 'deniocmlie' dries n's change lb essential 
nature. 

Irt order to understand the process that has become 
known as globulisatkam it ts essentia] to understand 
the trajectory i uken by post- war capital i sm , Lotted ol , 
in this contest, globftlbiaiion cun be seen not as a sep- 
arate phenomenon. but rather as the effect of the crisis 
caused by the resurgence of European and American 
class struggle in the late 1900s and the 1970s. I 



II; 1945-1968: Restructuring, Integration and Growth 



tu 1945. with the virtual sole exception of America, 
the Industrialised and "developed 1 ' world was in a 
state of massive economic and physical disarray — tt 
cond ic inn m invert'd in ics working class In ibis peri- 
od the world begun, to he divided between the 
American and Soviet versions of capitalism.* 
Statin^ Red Army proceeded to subjugate Eastern 
Europe to n variant of capitalism Involving most of 
its worst aspects and bringing few of the fringe 
bench is that help to make life a bit non? bearable in 
' advanced ' capitalist society* 

Mean white, America adopted Wes teen Europe as 
its sphere of influence, This developed into the "cold 
ww\ an era of frosty relations and supposed ideo- 
logical struggle: between the two superpowers. 1 Each 
vied to collect as many 'satellite' nation^ and regions 
ax possible to serve as new markets for the domestic 
economy and through which proxy wars could he 
fought. This was a drfwto rrtW form of colonisation 
which was preferable for powerful notions because ic 
largely avoided the huxsle of actually idmimstcring 
lerritofy. Those countries whose population! proved 
rtM^iunt ur had unsympathetic regimes were forcibly 
brought Into the fold through engineered nod assist- 
ed coups or were simply invaded teg, Brasil, 
Hungary, C/euhushivakui. South Vietnam. Chile, 
Afghanistan etc. etc.) The decline of the old colonial 
powers opened up vast swathe* of r he world in dotn* 
mat ion by new 1 master? (both domestic and foreign) 
who were at least os brutal as the departing i tutori- 
al tsts ami just as keen to use their populations as 
cheap labour for capital, 

Cold War Economics 

In the West, aside from actual physical rebuild mg, 
the task of re structuring faced by states and capital- 
isf enterprises was twofold. Firstly, economic 
growth nested upon the ‘"diplomatic reconstruct ion 
of international trade and payments systems which 



would facilitate in tern ill tonal exchange and secure 
(he regular import ofcxwntin] commodities and raw 
materials =' ' This lint objective was carried «ul 
largely at the behest of the US with Britain acting as 
Ms 'junior partner — tin arrangement that has cm- 
tinued ever since. And secondly, it would be ncccu- 
xary to contain she elaxs struggle in order to avoid u 
repeat of the massive social conflict that occurred in 
the aftermath of the First World War. 

Having divided up Europe and the rest of the 
world between itself and the USSR, “...the US 
sought to organise Western capitalism around new 
international economic and political structures 
which would ensure the rapid accumulation of 
American capita]/' 4 American capital was however 
dependent upon the re-establishment of gl&bal cit- 
cuitsof acciimuliitjoti and the restomtiort of a degree 
of equilibrium in terms of production and trade, i.c. 
rebuilding those economies cliut had been shuttered 
by the war, most importunity West tier many and 
Japan. In Europe this w&s accomplished through 
financial assistance such as the Marshall Plwi« the 
purpose of which "was the raising of living stun' 
dards "to resist the lure of communism/"* 

I be initial result of tins need to resinre industrial 
economies destroyed by the wif was the HrciEon 
ttfoods agreement- This whs a system of currency 
exchange rates fixed within predetermined margins 
that were defined in relation to the value of the dol- 
lar; which was Itself valued in purity In gold (tn the- 
ory, dollars were exchangeable for gold]. The dollar 
performed the function of both international and 
national currency, and for the system to work its 
value had to be maintained. ilcnee the system was 
dependent upon the US maintaining a large trade 
surplus i e x |! m >e i iiig more than it imported j thus 
allowing tike dollar to he supplied ns credit to other 
countries in order to he a means of exchange for 
US-produced coni nun! i tie s/ 
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As with other aspect* i if ilk.* po^-wnr settlement* 
[his implied n concrete link bcrwwn the exploitation 
of workers £Le. thu amount of value jmxJueed ^ .Lead 
the amount of money capital in circulation. In recent 
years sins linkage has appeared to become more iun- 
UOUs as 13 native cap i in I lias ^mwri vastly in pmpir- 
(ion Eo production (for example, no mdi viduai state 
lias the reserves necessary eo iinnpeL 1 with currency 
speculators tm the foreign exchange markets as 
Britain discovered when the pound was forced to 
leave the Europcto Exchange Rate Mechanism 
|ERM| on "Black Wednesday', 16th September 
1 992 Si but is in reality no less csscnliaJ because eap- 

Itallfm t* always intrinsically based upon wage 
labour. 

The Ifnpaititloil oi the Nrelton Woods agreement 
was diortly followed by the creation of a number of 
accompanying mstitutums and agreement* to assist 
and safeguard aEs terms. These included the new 
notorious lrtiernj.[iEinnl Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank and the General Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs (GAl'J )„ The IMF wan originull y %ci up 
Ecj tnsulucc the Bretton Wood* system from attacks 
by Speculators or from short-term trade imbalances 
by providing government* with emergency loans lo 
support i heir currencies on I he foreign exchange 
markets. The World Bank's purpose was to provide 
governments with longer term loans necessary for 
Lhe development and reconstruction of their 
economies ko ibat they had no excuse Fcr not com- 
peting in the world market. 

The opening up of all national economies to "free 
trade' wlis ulrtti a major concern of the t nitcd Stales. 
The world depression of lhe 1930* followed by the 
war resulted in the growth of trade barrier*. 

As lhe recovery gathered pace, they began 
in be Ji'iitiiiiiikd throng h a ‘series ot trade 
agree meals under I he overall heading, 
of GATT The present growth Of trade 
integral ion is ihc completion of the 
process of recovering ground pre- 
viously lost — regLiining previous 
unity, but of course on a i nus- 
iivoly increased Scale due Eo 
the growth of the global econ- 
omy relative to its pre-war 
rizc 

Social, Democracy 
and Keynesianism 

However the rc-entuhlishmcriii 
of global unit national capital 



accumulation and lhe resultant period of econom- 
ic boom could not have been accomplished Without 
die imposition of more fundamental and concrete 
forms of social and political organisation to again 
restore (rdative) domestic stability. These were— in 
l he West at least — social democracy and Keynesian 
economic manage mem and planning. Ill is import am 
lo note thul these existed within the context of ihe 
global economy and not just on i separate national 
basis. These 'social forms’ were dominant within 
'advanced capitalist societies until they began to 
founder in the lute I960*. Their retreat am I increas- 
ing Ineffectiveness as u menus of imimipement in the 
face of massive class struggle and relied "structural' 
faults, resulting in the major crises oi the I97hs i Is 
possibly the mam reason for the stoic that capitalism 
Is in today. 

The disorganisation of die European working class 
post- I'M 5 meant that it wa* forced io enter into the 
so-called 'class compromise', This essentially meant 
foregoing unity and mas* struggle, at leant temporar- 
ily. in return for representation within individual 
nation states through the medium of social democra- 
cy, Social democracy cm he defined ns the repncscn- 
caiion of lhe working class as labour, within capital 
and the state politically through social democratic 
parties and economically through trades unions. In 
practice this meant varying degrees of consul union 
between trade unions, government* and employers to 
allow for economic planning and the coordination 
of Kocial policy. 

ilic nation stale gamed a new significance in the 
post- war era because it assumed the rule of pul icing, 
-maintaining and orgu ms mg the new cla*s compro- 



mise. Even though* 
according to some, it is 
now subject to ‘corporate 
rule"- the role of the 
nation state in polio 
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ing, maintaining and organising labour power 
remains undtmjnLshcd. Ail that has changed are The 
forms chut ibis iuIch : for example breaking nr 
^resirurtuririB enl reached sector* of the working 
class instead qf accommodating cliem, imposing and 

encouraging omafi Eaton elc, 

Capitalist development was esMisohdaled around 
distinct notional economies (hai enjoyed li degree of 
nuiftoomy in terms ol economic cycles and thee stem 
m which the working clusa wot integrated within 
suite planning, tl was an example of divide and rule 
in so for as concessions were made to mniiiimi work- 
rat? classes us opposed to the working class as li 
whole. This al lowed the "del cnee of ihe national 
interest to he Invoked where necessary u& w partial 
burner to more intc mat ion a list tendencies amongst 
some workers: docket for example have u long tra- 
diiion of in tenia tom il solidarity and support as was 
Been recently during the Liverpool dockers dispute. 7 

However die rcktive disunity of the working class 
wba not shored by the capitalists All hough different 
vectors of she capitalist system have n contradictory 
relationship at the best of limes, their unity m terms 
of flic common pursuit of profit always remains undi- 
m unshed. In fact it could he argued that capital ism in 
tins period was mure global and united than it has 
been since, due eo the domiruiLt position of the US 
and the virtual hegemony af the did I elf as the world's 
currency. 

The practical importance of social democracy for 
the working class was that at provided a framework 
through which concessions could be demanded and 
won from capital on a national basis. The price of 
this set-op wu that instead of existing us an 
autonomous force against capital bur, “the aspira- 
tions and demands of die working chiss could he 
hurnexsed as the motor fur capital accumulation.' "" 
i.e, m exchange for improvements in health cane. 




housing provision, education and social security the 
working class surrendered control over production 
mid accepted die 'Fordisi deal". 

This meant that product ion -line type work was 
introduced, removing the need for many highly 
skilled workers or Liny direct COmtC ton Its what was 

being produced. Productivity and production were 
increased by stepping up the exphntaijiin of dir 
work force allowing both wages anti profits to rise, 
thus creating the demand to absorb the increase m 
production- Fordism was a system based upon mass 
production and ituinis consumption. It was premised 
on art implicit trade off between increased alienator 
and boredom at work and increased consumption 
during 'leisure' or "free 1 t ime — dlssBttafacllofl 
turned into demand. The ever nicrvasmg rate of 
exploitation in turn expanded the total ant-nun t ol 
Lapitnl in circulation imd made possible the growth 
of Finance capital and the boom in credit and lending, 
she Keynesian state was an integral part of this 
process. It hacked up Fordism through what econo- 
mists call 'inflationary demand iDBftligC menT, main- 
taining rising levels of demand through 'deficit 
financing'— stale expenditure based on credit. This 
Wits iti be repaid hy the returns from fulure exploita- 
tion,, On the notional level ihis look the form of guar* 
Lintced lull employment, growth mid social welfare 
spending. Globally- 'The centre of Keynesian 
demand management was the regulation of the inter- 
national Flow of capital through the II return Woods 
system of fixed exchange rates: the regulation of 
International dclicil hruinciiig of demand on the 
win Id market on the hast* of an inflationary supply 

or dollars from (he dominant US economy to the 

of the wiirl J," g It was tmskally a global system ol 
'book- keeping' which alternated between mllariotv 
ary support of domestic economic growth and 
deflationary pressure on it. Mortgaging tin* future lo 
pay For die present was [he essence of Keynesian 
den laud management* a flaw that was to prove its 
undoing. 

Decolonisation to the 'Green 
Revolution' 

Tire situation outside [lie 'advanced' capitalist coun- 
tries was very different. Ilie post-war years were pri- 
marily characterised h\ bloody nuEuinaL iibefatmjt: 
hinj^gk'% ablins! ihe old colonial powers— mainly 
Ur i Lam and France hut also Belgium Fin the Belgian 
Congo) and lAtnugal tin Angola). NiitiiaUilisc strug- 
gles against France in Algeria and Vietnam were par- 
ticularly femckius, Leading to French withdrawals 
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The Mau Mau: Better Dread than Dead 



It whs tn many ways the massive untFcolomal 
struggles of itie 1 950s and the immediate post-war 
period in the ’Third World' thai inspired the trtOn: 
\wll-kflOWR revolt* m ihc West in the 1960s, For 
example, the struggle against the French in Algeria 
was well-known to (be partisan* of Paris’ 1968 
''May events'. The know ledge of the alrociues com- 
mitted against the Algerian* during the K-yeur war 
for independence indk'ulisctl the Muddies of Pari* 
and made \htm realise 
wh.LE the French state was 
capable of. 

The British experienced 
.1 similar African insur* 
gency ajjai n sc I mperi :■ t 
ruk in Eire 1950s in 
Kenya. The struggle [or 
Sand ami freedom in 
Kenya Was led by the 
Muu Mau -a gue nil 3 : i 
force composed mainly 
of members o f the 
Kikuyu tribe who waged 
.a sometime* very Imiial 
war against the white sei- 
ikr*. Asa symbol of their 
identity, the Mau Mau 
grew their hair in dread- 
locks which (bey never 
cut. Seven initiation cuts 
marked the body of one 
who had taken I he Man 
Mini Oath*. 

Under the British. Kenya operated a strict policy 
of racial separation, similar to South African 
apartheid, utilising a very strict idenlity curd sys- 
tem However, as with South Afrk-Ln separation 
effectively nieuni domination: native African* were 
forced on Eo "tribal tru^f land*', the British having 
stolen their iredilionnl inbnt lands, Political agita- 
tion around the issue of stolen lands had been hik- 
ing place since the 1920s, but 10 mi avail. 

When Kikuyu soldiers returned from World War 
II. in which they had fought tor the British, they 
returned radicalised lo a country still run by pacer 
nab she colonial administrators anti plagued by 
racist missionaries. These ex -service men provided 
ibe nucleus for the Mau Mau guerrilla army. The 



Mau Msiu were dedicated to driving white farmers 
from the rich heartlands of Kenya — they wore dar- 
ing and merciless, attacking firM isolated farms and 
police out posts and later ihc vast concentration 
camps where Mau Mllu suspects were imprisoned 
by l he British, During their 11 -year struggle for 
independence from (be Brirish. the Mau Man hid 
out in ihc large uresis of wilderness, forest and 
mountains in Kenya. They blended into the forests 

making it impossible for 
the British to hnd I hem. 

The British responded 
by pioneering many of the 
Cl ass Lc ‘counW-i n mi r - 

gency* techniques I hat 
would later become 
famous in Vielnum — for 
example, the resell Eemcut 
of the emire indigenous 
population in special con- 
trolled vi l luges to separate 
them from the guerrilla^. 
Ninety thousand people 
were imprisoned and tQT- 
lured m detention camps, 
leu thousand people had 
land confiscated* and a 
further half a million were 
forced into protected vil- 
lages. Inmates of I he 
detention camp* were 
regularly beaten and 
abused, and thousand* of innocent people died of 
disease and malnutrition. In the years up to 1,956 
over 10,000 Mau Mau lost their live* in tbc smuggle 
agamst the British— many hanged ihc gallows in 
mass excctuions- 

JtVhn Nottingham, a district officer during ihc 
period of emergency said: "One day si* Mau Mau 
suspects were broughl into a police station In the 
neighbouring district to mine. The Brin^h police 
injpeetor in charge lined them up against u wall and 
shot them. There was no trial. 11 AskLoJ if he thought 
that ihc actions of (he colonial forces amounted to 
human rights abuses, Mr Notiinghum said: 'll 

throwing a phosphorous grenade into a ihaicbed hut 
with □ sleeping family inside isn't a human rights 
abuse then I don't know what is/' |,p 
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cnt>m both colonies after a scnCs of costly military 
and political bhindos. In Algeria and other countries 
the general disruption opened yp space for more pro* 
grwsive (although mostly not quite revolutionary j 
social movements;. which existed against hoth colo- 
nial rule a nd the 'states i n waiting" of the national - 
ists.iti 

Unf^Bmiidy the main and lusting effect of 
decolonisation was to open up vast now mortals and 
opportunities, for increased and more el tic lent 
exploi-iatkm, Even i hough exploitation had clearly 
■akon plate on a vast scale under colonial nde h the 
aticmpt had not been inude in integrate people ink? 
the capitalist mode of production- in make them 
iiiio wage workers. Extractive industries such as 
mining and oil p^sduclion hud operated in the Third 
World - for many years previously^ but such enter- 
prises don't necessarily require the generalised 
imposition of a new set of social relations in order to 
function. 

The process of turning 'Third World* peasants mio 
proletarians is in some ways very simitar to ih t 
development uf capitalism in Britain and elsewhere, 
The capitalisation of agriculture through I he cnclo- 
sun? of common Hands* ihc mechanisation of I'shxJ 
production acid I he production of (bod surpluses to 
ifcfed workers who are no longer able to pnuluce their 
own means of subsistence are the necessary first 
steps, Urbanisation and the creation of a 'reserve 
army of labour ' from those who have been forced to 
leave the land are then l he necessary additional steps 
for fun her capitalist development. 

Some of the first and mast significant captlaiht 
foffiyg into the 'Third World' were made m agricuU 
tuce — the 'Green Revolution". In 1%5 the first com- 
mickj.iIK viable Itigll Yielding Variety MIYVj race 
was released by a laboratory in the Philippines. The 
aim was to rapidly increase food p reduction at a time 
when demand created by population growth 



appeared to he outstripping supply in some areas of 
the world such us India and the Philippines (although 
as is (hi: case with present food shortage*. Lhe causes 
arc I at' tors other ilmii lack id’ productive capacity; 
even at the height of its famine, Ethiopia was still 
exporting tobacco and coffee to (he West), The 
Green Revolution:" Wits pop rayed simply as a tech- 
nological lix to the food problem. however, in reali- 
ty it worked against the very people it purported to 
help. As with all technology developed by capitalism 
il didn't operate merely cm a lech meal levels il 
actively changed the social relations nmoftgil agri- 
cultural producers and impelled tlie way for farther 
development and cxploiiution. 

The new varieties or wheut and rice were not avail- 
able to M farmers or even in all areas. They required 
intensive irrigation and fertile soil and were only 
accessible to wealthy and politically connected farm- 
ers within those areas. TTil' additional inputs required 
such as fertilisers, pesticides its well as the seed itself 
meant that peasant farmers on traditional small hold- 
ings were excluded. Thijt new form of production 
also favoured mechanisation and cqaaofnle$ of scale, 
thus enabling landowners; to reduce iheir workforces 
and effectively drive large numbers oil the land and 
away from Independent food production into the 
cities ami the newly torn ting labour markets. The 
new’ varieties could not be cultivated using tradition 
al rnekhotta, and their success was almost completely 
itependem upon products supplied by Western com 
panieii 

The 'Green KcvolLulGm' was Just one iiisiance in a 
continuing pfocess of exptajtaiinn by Western capi- 
tal nnd domestic rnJcrs. Tli* has added Mg ml nance 
at present In the qemext of the gmwtii of biotechnol- 
ogy. The arguiiK’iUs mul campnigns lor and against 
are so similar that they could almost fie suld to be 
repealing those which Book place 30 years ago, 



III * 1968—1979: Class Struggle, Crisis and Debt 



Academics, including those who have recently writ- 
ten on the subject of global isution such as David 
Horten ch j Gerry Maudcr, 11 tend to see the demise of 
Keynesianism and other instil uiional arrangements 
(and the resell which ihey call globalisation I as the 
result of 'structural faults' (such as exchange rate 
imbalances) within the capitalist system— a position 
known as ‘objectivism p because it discounts or 
actively ignores lhe pivotal role lhat human (subjec- 
tive! and more ^vecificnlly class intervention umJ 



conflict phys in effecting and c hanging the course of 
history. Their analysis undoubtedly contains 
moments of truth but is at best only a very partial 
view. 

Tlie growth of world trade during ihe \96th. had 
brought with il a rapid expansion in (lie volume of 
interna tiona] money capital being trailed, as well as 

i lie devetopnicnl n j global capital markets. The 

development of the Eurodollar markets in particular, 
signalled that the iustilutmual amingemeiits such as 
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BnMEurl Woods, which bad Jinked and tonslt. lined 
the UrtCiTtfiliOttttl flow of money In ibe national act’ll - 
mulalion of productive capital fLe. industry, miiru- 
tacuiri ng etc,), were becoming si mined. Hie recov- 
ery of other capital ist economies. kd to a relative 
decline in US cconojnk superiority, Dollars which 
hud previously been repatriated mi exchange for US- 
produced commodities were increasingly trans- 
formed into reserve*, m Cure; 'can bunks, These 
reserves were then used lls a source ol credit Ibf both 
public nUlhonTics Lind privalc capital -By 1969 <Hhcr 
countries held $4 i) Ml lion— u figure that far exceed- 
ed Ehe US gi ild reserves. The hasis of Sirctnui Woods 
had been severely undermined.^ 

Hut ii was the struggles **f ffte /me gent r& firm ttj 
post-war proletarians that (al the siram m become a 
breach* 

This new general inn* which formed within the con- 
tent of the post- War settlement und the Fordist pro- 
duct ion fine, brought with it new demands and aspi- 
rations,. These were expressed in two principle ways; 
i m one hand screwing everything they could get out 
of the bosses and I he stale in wage concessions and 
increased public spending demands that hud to be 
met in order to man M aui the status quo and stave tiff 
more radical demands. On I he other hand, I he re 



emerging class conflict didn't limit itself simply to 
questions of degrees of control within the workplace; 
the other i iniereonncctcd \ side expressed at its nKJSt 
radical the refusal of work and capitalist social rela- 
tions in general Dissatisfaction with factory and 
office life brought with it a more generalised comes - 
i Ml ion which was by no means limited 10 worker*; 
other proletarians (such as. the unemployed and 
housewives), malcontents and sEudenis, all seized die 
oppoftunh) ns exploit the relatively weak position 
■ but capitalism was an al I he time. 

The Refusal of Work 

A global wave of strikes, riots a rad mass social 

upheaval, some of which openly confronted the scale 

and the trade unions, left the capital tsl world reeling 
under the strain. Ii hud taken a body blow but by no 
means a fatal one, els events that followed in the 
1970s were to prove. The US was hie by urban insur- 
gencies that burned Walts. Newark, Detroit ami oilier 
major elites^ as well m by the siudeni and anti -war 
movements anil other disrupt! rms such as (he civil 
rights and black power movements. New insurgen- 
cies broke out in Southeast As in and Latin America, 
often of dubious political content but expressions of 
I he limes nonclhelcss. 
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The best known European example, with which 
moM people are Nimiliur Co some ddgrCO, is Che iK-ur- 

revolution in France in May 1WR, when ittilliiote of 
workers, student* and other proletarian* joined 
together in a brief hut intense moment of muss strug- 
gle, However this represents only u small pad of I he 
pk! Lire; lor example highly significant but lesser 
known strangles took place inloand ihrouglmui (he 
]Q7<K Tlie h Lilian "Hot Autumn" of 1969 marked (he 
beginning l-s Ml years of struggle. Many strikers amt 
other rebels look pan in activities which went 
beyond simply slopping work tar occupying the 
workplace. In 1971 Polish strikers look tovergns amt 
nan spun services, whilst in hilly, "sufuatEinjt, "social 
strikes' by bus Orivent. hospital staff nnd supc mini- 
kin cashier* providing [respectively) transports 
healthcare ami food free of charge, electricity work- 
ers anting oil -supplies td bureaucrats or firms and -l 




Stutferats an Rio de Janeiro opposed 1 to Sra$it 's 
US-backed military regime burl rocks at riot 
police during riufs fn April 196B, 



In the 'jPQs* US multinationals invested heavily in 
Brasit mul the Dc was sl vast programme of industri- 
alisaliofi and "development . The Wall Sirmi 

Journal Linked: “Is [here uny otllej pi Lice ill I he 
world where such profits can he oblained'r These 



thousand other insranecs", 1 1 showed the extent to 
which the dull compulsion Lind isolation of capitalist 
social relation 1 ! were rejected. Sometimes I his took 
the form of venture* whieh grasped I Ov- .lids some- 
thing better, hits more often il was refusal and rejec- 
tion - — everything cnme under attack, but ihe lack, of 
enough attempts to transform society gave the impe- 
tus back io capital when the revolutionary wave 
began lo recede. ""Radicals bad disrtfpiM a social 
logic', not chi fled into u new onc. a, i J 

Capital Takes Flight 

For the capitalists. the squeeze on protits from ever- 
increasing wage demands, Mrikes mid random stop- 
I-. mean i dial m ■ 1 1 idPTUt other than Keynesianism 
ami "demand inumigcmmF who Id have to found. 
The answer lay in a three- pronged strategy of 
frstrticiurmg. In the old established industries. m.Lti 

prohls were won at the cone of massive radii 
inequality and poverty lii BriisjL However the perl- 
imJ was also characterised by the radical struggles of 
large groups of pen sums such as the l.igus 
C’LimpchLiias {Feasants League) and MoV 'i meal to tins 
AgriculltireH Sum Term (MASTRR), 

Hy the early *IS0s ihe IMF und the USA hud slim- 
ed demanding huge debt repayment programmes 
and 'anti-infialionary policies*. This effectively 
required the civilian gtivurrnncfll to crush militant 
workers ami pcasunLs lull! bring Llirm In hctt'L 
Insiezul in E96-I the civil ton government, under 
pressure from the mul struggles of workers and 
peasant. promised to nationalise the nil rellneries 
and aul In i rise peasant's iippropriiiiioll of UtliiMfd 
lund. 'Hie response of rhe army and the mu tl million- 
nls was brutal. In April MMV4 there wa* a US-hacked 
nuliiarv coup in which thousands were Litsasftijwtcd 
as the n uli Uiry pn lice unleashed a reign of terror Lilld 
crushed all dKsenb 

However In IMS there WHS im upsurge of resis- 
tance so i lie mill tiny regime. Led largely by student* 
inspired by the rebel Hons m France and Mexico and 
by the Cuban revolution, a wave of revolt swept 
Cities across the country. The Mu dents were joined 
by 1 5,000 striking metaJ workers. The pra-dtmoc- 
nicy movement gained Mrength throughout the 
L97CK (three mil linn industri ill workers went on 
strike in 1979 alone), there were struggles against 
huge hydroelectric schemes and psunt land occu- 
pations. This fruit of this LOdfiy ih ihe MuviftteilTo 
Scrtn Term -Urusirs ouwenicni of landless peais- 
antsi— one of the main threat* lo the Bnutilfun capi- 
talists' project of mro-liheaalisrrt.^ 
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agesueiit attempted to limit workers' 

Induenee over the prodlKtion process 
through liinns of re-organisation ttIGb as 
decentnili Nation and outsourcing and the 
inirts;ltaeiiE.ifi of automation, This was 
used to attack the old "worker fortresses" 
such in Detroit Renault- Hillaneoun. 

Alsace, the Ruhr etc. The landmark m 
this pme&Ui was the rum of the balance 
of power at the Knliurt cur mmitifacturers 
Faal, which lor years liud been plagued 
by continual stoppages, mass assemblies 
and ahsenieeiism at its Turin plsmt. 

Secondly, new industries such as elec- 
tronics, information technology nod the 
■“service sector* were developed. New- 
work rotations could he established in 
these Industries relatively easily since 
i he most entrenched sectors of the work* 
ni|j class had been effectively bypassed. 

Thirdly capital "look Highi' to the Third 
World' where labour and natural resources were (and 
still Eire) plentiful and cheap. 

As tile crisis mid the problems in rhe industrialised 
areas gathered pace, this shift to (he 'Third World' 
WHS seen as an increasingly attractive option, largely 
due tn the fact that it was a relatively immediate 
■volution. Other tactics required for the most pun a 
long-ierm commitment to progressively wearing 
down resistance before profitability could he 
tncreued. 

Throughout the 1470s, cvpilat Hooded into certain 
iross o| the 'Third World"* such u* Hrwul. Mexico 
und South Korea . creating what have been me known 

,ik i he Newly [ikhi*lii;ili*cd t imnmcs iSU \i I i 1 1 -- 

process was greatly pieedenitcd by ihc qu.iditiphng 
of the price of crude oil in 14*74 by ihc world'*. main 
producers, ihe DPI£C |! * countries, which "-..served to 
liquid Lite and then divert huge sums of capital away 
I run i industry which was committed to y arums 
national economics within the Atlantic axis. Into the 
I km ids of the banks andi the internal iorud circuits of 
money capital that owed little of no allegiance ®o any 

This liquidity is die ideal form for capital. Sms it 
cannot inertias# itself without being grounded' in el 
concrete form without buying wage labourers pro- 
ducing bnlh jLkLLteri j| LLEid immaterial things. It Can 
never permanently escape from its own contradic- 
tions: wherever it moves to, it creates workers who 
have a tendency to do problematic things like 
demand higher wages and go on strike. 



be$iFmin$ of the 'Hot Autumn \ 

Et w.ls in this period that the NICs, and so a lesser 
degree the* Third World' in general, began to aticll- 
mulutc fflUdvc debts. The influx of capital was 
mainly in the form of loans or production facilities 
(for example, factories, mine^ etc, I owned by corpo- 
rations based in the northern hemisphere. "ITie loans 
wens mainly used to finance prestige projects which 
had little material benefit for the majority of the pop- 
u I uiiait — ox tn line the pockets of the ruling classes. 

However, this attempt by capital to escape from its 
enemy and re- engage on more lave unable lemon was 
Linder u Lined by the central contradict ion that accu- 
tmdulion m the NK’s was dependent tijxm continued 
economic growth in die West (which remained ihc 
most important region 1. The economics of (he West 
were siniuEfuiteokisly undermined on two fronts: 
Ei r-st ly capital Hight' had grown to such an extern 
thnl in countries with u “poor industrial record' such 
as Biitftiti it amounted to a virtual investment strike 1 
and secondly, capital was still unable to contain 
Wage demands. 

Origins of the Debt Crisis 

By the end of the decade ihe West's ability to sustain 
general profH&,bHlty and economic growth was 
undermined to the point where all the economic* In 
die Western world were plunged into recession, 
which was inevitably accompanied by a correspond- 
ing slump in world trade, I lie 'LtnlMnilatLonary poli- 
cies ’ aimed at wage control which had been pursued 
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had kid In tic obvious effect, with the result thai by 
Ehe end of [he 1970s, capiluliisl planning agencies 
such as Kbe IMF were calling for urgem globally eo* 
Old ill ;ilfd inuasure.H In attack i nihilism. These would 
include "Elgin money' (eorurol over ihc money sup- 
ply through high interest nutes which lessened ihc 
aicraeEiveness of credit and Caused more generally a 
reduet ion in ihe ratio of debt to gross domestic prod 
ue? |GDP — roughly spewing the total sum of J eec>- 
EKHiiic activities 4 ]) and cuts in social expend iiurv, as 
well us breaking "siruemnd rigidities' in the labour 
markets, e.g. I rude iinkmii 7 As t& 
usually eJic case will i economics 
l he banality of the language bear* 
no reEat ion to l lie reality rliui is 
actually being referred to, 

These were I he policies that 
become known m 'itionctarisnV 
fas well as being lonscly described 
as "Thatcherism' or 

' Rcag ii nomic h " ) w hie h whe n 

adopted by she world’s largest 
economy, the US. resulted in the 
global recess torii and sharp intcrcsl 
rate rises ihat triggered the debt 
crisis. 

A number of "Third World' 
economies had borrowed heavily 
from major banks and other 
lenders including the World Bank, 
to li nance rapid ‘dcvdopmtm 1 and 



iiidUHlriatisaliun. leaving [lien i with massive debts 
am) interest payments. Conset|uenEly when illEtiesl 
rates rose and the value and volume of die exports 
winch I hey used lo service [he debts I ell, I he y found 
themselves unable to pay, In 1981 die Mexican gov- 
ernment threatened it? default on its loan repay menis 
and started the Third World debt crisis". This ihreal- 
ened to provoke the cotnpleie collapse oa the inter- 
lUiLjoiul ■Miikjny system ;iil ollEcehuc dial was only 
narrow Sy avoided due Eo I be intervention of the I Ml 
and ihe World Bunk hacked up by co-cjfdi noted 

efforts on I he part of the major 
industrial poWcfS h 

All hough the attempt to out- 
manoeuvre fill* working class in 
i udusl ri a J Ci >U i U rirs E hroU gh 
cup i Oil I light liatl been forced 
to a hall by its own coainidic- 
lions. ,J iE did serve to impose 
the new ectnuimk ccidny of 
global li nance capital and in 
doing so Laid the ground for the 
further development of capital 
restructuring against l he work- 
ing class in industrialized 
economies ,' 11 The nature of Lhe 
crisis and recession made ii 
increasingly clear ihai economic 
policy hod to he compatible wish 
i he demands of global t \ nance 
capita I, 



IV. The 'SOs-Defeat, Misery and Monetarism 



llie results of the debt crisis were twofold, Firstly, 
debtor nations in the ’Third World 1 were forced by 
the IMF to adopt Stiuclural Ad just mem l Programme* 
(SAPs) as IHCOM of ".saving' theif CCOrtEiTiiieK arid 
enabling them EO attempt lo keep up repay mcnls on 
I heir loans. Secondly, m Ihe industrialised countries, 

-dr 

governments began It? change tlieir economic poli- 
cies iway from Keynesianism towards moncturism 
in art al tempi to BttTlCt internal ioruil money capital 
wish increasing inEcrcsS rales and disinflationary eco- 
nomic policies. In reality die pursuit of disinflation- 
ary economic policy meant mounting a concerted 
attack on Ihc pains won by she working class in the 
preceding dCC&dtS — the imposition of nuslcrily, All 
governments whether conservative or socialist were 
forced lo do this in order to keep wages down and 
slash public spending oa she social wage ic.g. wel- 
fare K free healthcare, services etc.) Al the same lime 
[]iey exchanged ihe strategy of 1 tight money" fo* an 



expansion oi credit — a socialisation of debi as 
opposed lo its erad Leal ion. This ' ’helped to decom- 
pose the homogeneity of resistance Eo austerity on a 
global sealc" by integral tug ports of the working 
class through a credits stained boom. The boom 
acted as a neuiraihing agent hy helping In co-op* 
pftri* Of die Working class irilo the project of pros- 
perity El or sornejd 1 * 

Tlie strategy of usin^ the unions to accommodate 
the working class ml swiftly replaced by one of 
outright cunfrontatioiL Thatcher and Reagan were 
initially the major exponents of this policy because 
they were in the best position eo use it. In both 
Britain and the US the Lilii nn.s had largely contained 
■.in J de Eased working class militancy but had there- 
fore simultaneously undermined iheir own raison 
d'itne as mediators of ibis rniliiancy and been left 
weakened. In Britain, the rclat ion ship between the 
Labour government* of die "70% and the unions has 
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been caricatured lls "beer Lind sandwiches ui No, 10 1 
indicating tis cehv nature, However, due to their need 
m Quintain their role as mediators land moderator*) 
the unions didn"! have ibc (bterfghi in anticipate the 
losfr of political and policy influence that they suf- 
fered when James CalEnghan was ejected (nun office 
in 1979 and l tie previously friendly ear was replied 
by an implacable foe Though of course it wo-ciTl the 
union bureaucracy dial bare ibc hnml of the attempts 
Cm impose unemployment and austerity. 

The attack; on the musi entrenched sectors of (he 
working class rapidly gathered pace; protracted* hit- 
ler. losing hatiles were fought first by steel worker*, 
(hen miners and primers, The J9R4 miners 1 strike 
a nmi m*! point in the sense that die miners hud 
ciadiiioruilly been i lie strongest sector of the work ill*! 
class m the UK— their '74 ribas strike brought about 
the down fill] of the Conservative government. 
Although governments in other i rid li serialised coun- 
tries attempted to an extern to follow suit, [hey did- 
n"t have i lie same degree of success, They lacked the 
vigour of Thatcherism because they couldn't afford 
to sacrifice industry to ihe same extent Britain had 
been able to due to the strength and significance of 
its financial sector This can be Keen far c sample in 
die Comparative lack of col lee I a re class struggle in 
this country* at present as opposed to France, 

Monetarist ideology promised to "roll buck the 
fromitra of (he state" tin Thatcher's words) and to 
bring freedom and prosperity fur all. The reality 
however was very different. Dc^regulalion in some 
sectors oi the economy was not matched by ;i gener- 
alised reiEtat in other ureas of life controlled by ihc 
stale— in fact tlie reverse was fine. A 'Tree' economy 
neccssiijtes a sircngihening of the Mate, as a defence 
against ihc unrest provoked by im|Hiverishmcni and 
the (re- 1 imposition ur work. In c In- US. re structuring, 
massive welfare cuin and die imposition of workfare 
on a national basis have been accompanied by u huge 
rise in i in: prison population, the Three strikes' law* 0 
and 100,000 new cops. This is an aspect of globali- 
sm iun that some of its critics appear to have over- 
Fooked when they bemoan an apparent loss of Mutt: 
power to corporations. 

Structural Adjustment: Global Chile 

Two major perspectives exist on [he debt crista, both 
of which share she assumption that it is a threat or 
obstacle to capitalist development For Use Right die 
crisis has been viewed us potentially threatening the 
international banking syMem and Stable growth' ol 
the creditor economies through default by major 



dchlLir countries; hence the need for liarsh IMF pro- 
grammes to make [Item 'pay tip\ For the Left the cri- 
sis and the Right's Solutions' to it are seen lls the 
main obstacle to the 'development' of 'Third World 
economies. 21 A choice between hard nr soft versions 
of capitalism would he no choice at all even if ii was 
possible Lo thcNtsr. The fact that existence in some 
parts of l lie work is less harsh iJiurt in otlieis d^h not 
mean shut it is possible to reorient capiiahsi develop- 
ment in u "belter' direction through more ‘democra- 
cy' or well-intentioned liberal: proposals or cam- 
paigns- i h; debt crisis is the result of whol Capital- 
ism has been fonat to do in response to proletarian 
fttiitann in order to sustain tl* constant need for 
growth, expansion and accumulation; n has been 
used as a “key instrument” in "shifting I he balance of 
class forces to MS side OO bolh poles of (he debt rcliL- 
lion,"™ 

A Et hough workers in the West have suffered repres- 
sion and hardship, the fate of the working class in the 
"Third; World' has been considerably wonse. J fhe 

■r 

result of the debt crisis was the tsEill ongoing) impo- 
sition of SAPS, initially in those countricfi such 
Mexico which had threatened to default on their loan 
repayments and gradually extending to cover almost 
every country in South and Central America. Africa, 
Eastern Europe and Asia. 

SAPs were des iscd by the IMF and the World Rank 
as a means of reducing inflation, leading to a 
favourable balance of payments, reducing govern- 
ment debt* and making national industries more 
efficient and woriccr^ more productive. This, h was 
claimed* would inevitably lead to a reduction in 
i nit-mat jtma! debt. and acceptance of S A W was 




Television, according to a Rockefeller 
Foundation project r "7s the quickest and easi- 
est way to reach large numbers of Africans*^ 
African social message videos can have a posi- 
tive impact on behaviour change * M 
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required ,ti> a prerequisite for In Cure loans or pay men 
rescheduling. 

The eonereie measures that SAP 1 ' Consist Of arc 
essentially modelled an monetarist economist Milton 
Fricdnm's formula fof post- A l ie tide Chile, after 
Pinochet's 1^73 coup, TTicw include the libc-rsfclKa- 
lion of unde; the end of capital controls and the pro- 
nfulEOn Of 'fire GnlerpriAG pones' csr "export pmee 1 ! fl- 
ing zones" (c,g* the ’maquilutow" in northern 
Mexico), which guarantee favourable fin attend terms, 
the use of local infra structures and large amounts of 
cheap labour power. SAP* also enforce the free eon* 
vcrtihiliiy of nniiorml currency, the reduction of gov- 
emment budgets and employ merit, the end ol subsi- 
dies for education* health and subatsEencc poods and 
lire privatisation of stale iiiduttrics, 3 * 

f'hmt govemiiwttu nn r rurf httptey* lO mrxf 

the demands: of glabtrf financial eupikd. rather they 
depend fin iis help ifi be abb* it* resist their tm it pop - 
tdarhns. 

Structural adjustment (and to a lesser extent eco- 
nomic 'development' in general) requires internal 
repression. In Chile It cost the lives of 30,000 work- 
ers. Measures mich ^btoimni student organisations, 
inrimidaring unions and expanding internal security 
forces have become ubiquitous* In Nigeria the petiaj- 
ly for sabotaging call production is death. 

Of course this situation lias not just been accept- 
ed — -resistance hajs been constant and ongoing. 
Massive uprisings, rioting and insurrection* have 
become endemic hut go largely unreporlcd in the 
West. In May ami June ] 989 at the same lime as 
Chinese students and army imilmecrs were being 
massacred as a result of (he Tuinunmen Square 
protests io die "horror ol the Western world, n com- 
parable tiurnK-r of anti -SAP rioters were kilted by 
Nigerian security forces during a wave of uprisings 
in Lhe main soul hem cities ol Lugos, He rulcl and Port 
Havcourt- "Crowds of student^ wtsmeri and the 
unemployed Jointly confronted the police and burned 
many government buildings to the ground. In Rend c I 
the prison was. ransacked, hutidreds of prisoners 
were set free and food was con li seated from the 
prison pantry and later distributed lo the bosphuJs 
where patients notoriously starve unless they can 
provide their own food/'- 1 

Hie general effect of SAPs on proletarians has 
been nothing short of devastating, whilst those in 
positions of power have in general continued io 
directly ot indirectly benefit in a variety ot ways. Few 
this reason it U us implausible to talk of 'India' or 
"Hrusil ' being exploited m countries us ti Is to -con - 




Finance Minister SJogft's fwrgtffnfng position 
with the IMF as seen by the Pioneer. 



aider 'Brim in' for cs,nnp1e us an exploiter* since it is 
quite clear that an any given nation stale the popula- 
tion do n oe limply exist as equal citizens with com- 
mon unify mg interests. Yc talk of rich and poor 
nations obscures lhe reality that the rich and poor 
exist with hi nations. Such formulations implicitly 
assume 1 1 tut everyone in the industrialized countries 
is rich and everyone in Che 'Third World' poor. The 
ruling classes in the " Third World obviously don't 
hear un equal amount ol tile burden of debt llS. peas- 
unis or worker^ tif they hear any al nit — MobtUo the 
ex-presidenc of Zaire riphoned off an estimated £K 
billion, Suharlo, ex-diclator of IndDn^iA, %lb bib 
bonj, and are as rich as the nch in the West, con- 
versely proletarian* in the West cannot be equated 
with the bosses and the state. 

Although the population of the ‘Third World’ had 
suffered she dflfecl* ol economic "development for 
some lime previously, the ousfiaughl preeipilated by 
the imposition of austerity measures in ibe 1980 s 
wax much worse* The need co increase exports and 
CUI spending meant l corresponding decrease ill li V- 
ing standard*. 

In countries such aa Mexico and Brasil wages have 
been cut in real terms (Lc, wages have stayed the 
same or risen less than the rate ol mil at ion. so the 
amount Thai can he bung hi wj(Si |hem gcEs progres- 
sively less? by between a I bird and a hull since the 
dehi crisis begun, w hi hi malnutrition has beconte 
endemic as food prices have soared. In Africa the sif 
uption Is for worse with many ureas on lhe verge of 
itUlsx starvation,. 

For (hose reliant on subsistence farming the picture 
is also bleak- the need to grow cash crops to 
exchange for hard currency t\x r dollars] hre* mas- 
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lively accelerated an ongoing pfektss of forcing 
peu>anl far mere oil the must fati Lc lands and either 
iniu urban poverty or on lo poor *|uahty land that 
provides increasingly marginal returns. The greatest 
example of this. l> the practice of dumping Landless 
peasjuiis in rainforest areas where once the trees arc 
cleared the sail tiuickly become* mleniile. This has 
happened, for example, in the western provinces of 
Brasil such os Kondmna and in die liidonesnm 
province of Wes! Papua. iSee “Rumble in die Jungle, 



sis. The drive to maxknfaw exports at all costs has in m 
had the desired effeei — the prices of primary com- 
modities. Illivu plummeted as ihc world market has 
been sy tunned by die priKJu.ee of "Third World" 
economics m competition with each other, 

Even those countries which didn't accrue massive 
debts have been badly effected as they cue also 
dependent upon the export of primary products and 
arc then of course subjected to the IMF's own special 
remedy. 



this issue of DqD«) 

14 . i] i i illy increased cnvhofliKQWl desiruciiou such 
m dcforcsiaUon, soil erosion* pd Union, mining and 
oil cxl ruction is a further ecu i^-tpicnt f h«i Mh- debt u ri- 



ll has been csiimated dial between 19K2 and 
an meredtbtc S 1,345 billion has been transferred 
from tlte 'South' into die e offers of states, hanks and 
linancia! Institutions in ilu 1 'NoiUi'. 



V. 1 990—? Global Finance Capital, Crisis and Yet More Struggles 




So despite having Imth numbers and organisation, 
workers were unable ts> win against a constantly 
tttbhtk opponeni from their defensive position Nm 
even the most entrenched nttd militant sectors of I he 
class could hold mu indefinitely as they became sur- 
plus to requirements. Labour is only as strung as it is 
necessary— 'They losi because the economy 
deprived them of I heir function which h iheir social 
weapon. Nothings will force capital to hire Labour 
which is nol useful to it," 3 * Nothing is immune to die 



pressures of world trade as I he col lapse of state cap- 
italism in the former Sew id Union showed. The 
same market forces that Were making ihintsahLSs 
redundant in Li^FpMj] or Detroit were busy smash- 
ing [lie 'Chinese walls' that blocked the flow of 
money and commodities into Moscow 8 , 

It the 80 s showed the power and autonomy of 
deregulated global li nance Capital, what new devel- 
opments hive occurred since and how should we 
understand them"? Although in the light of the recent 
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Th$. 1984 miners sc rfke-never before hod so many cops been on 
the streets and many aiie$ed that same of them were troops. 
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crise * 3i would seem that capitalist triumphalism and 
pmc'lmujiibnh of a "New World Order" were some- 
what premature, il ^ certainly true ihat global 
finance capiial and it* ideology of neo-liberalism are 
currency growing in $df-a*suninee and audacity, 
although now with a degree of trepidation, This js 
reflected in a variety of ways, one of which is ihr 
preoccupation in opposilionul (and mainstream ) p«l- 
iitL's widi g I ulm I i hat i u ri . tieo -liberalism, free unde 
and an almost bewildering array ol 
acronyms representing supra * 
national organisations- such 
as die WTO i World 
Truck) Organisation) and 
the I Ml- (International 
Monetary Fund), or 
trade agreements like 
GATT iitbe General 
Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs), NAFTA 
Hhe North American 
Free Trade Agreement! 
or l he (now defunct I 
MAI (Multilateral 
Agreement on 
Investment), 

In mainstream pol- 
ities globalisation is 
talked of in terms of 
accepting tire* 
vcrsiWe new econom- 
ic realities and con- 
straints and is a scape- 
goat for un|XipLilal poli> 
cLes. In opposition!] an 
grassroots polities, resis- 
tance to global buttion 
has been adopted as a 
cenl ral ca mpaign mg 

issue. So n would seem to be quite important to try 
lo understand the changes and strategies, that lie 
behind ibe acfortyiTO and capiuilisE propaganda, In 
order to be able to resist we have to acknowledge and 
develop an understanding of the new hues of attack 
being taken against us; and of the ways in which die 
relationships between staler capital and dtis have 
changed, We have to go beyond the b anal hies ofit! red 
by 'oft 1 die peg" analyses from IfifiAibcnkl academics 
who use ihe same categories an«! assumptions ns the 
capitalists frmn a negative pcrspeetive--4hey under 
siand the world in the same way, merely believing it 
needs p hit of lingering wiih to set it righl, 






The anii-gkihnl Nation orthodoxy holds that recent 
changes in the global economy constitute a 
signiffccimE and possibly definitive break with ihe 
Structures and forms that have ami! recently charac- 
terised capital isl society, They argue that all hough 
the world market for commodities capital and 
money has been in existence for several centuries, 
since the early 1^7rts the framework for the produc- 
tion, consu mption and exchange of commodities and 
money has undergone a fundamental: change. 

previously this took place on a nut ion - 
v at or ii m itmul ^imperial basis, 
IiliI mm- trail sruititmal corpo- 
ral ions* bunks mid suprana- 

l tonal agencies such as the 
World Bank,, the IMF and 
i he WTO are 'de-linking 1 
ihemselvcK from political 
attachments to iheir 
ciation -state 'homes". They 
have "dele muiriali sad' and 
■globalised' them wives and 
as □ consequence have the 
capacity to move capital, 
money and expertise at will 
to the places which offer 
the highest returns. In ian- 
deiEi the "legal and finan- 
cud framework for ihss 
global capacity for move- 
ment and integration has 
been slowly hue definitively 
put into place/ And "con- 
sequently nation suites, 
provi nc i a I go ve rn 11 id Ills , 
municipal i tics. local 
officials arid Jubour unions 
are now increasingly hdpfetiB in 
comrolling the movement of capital, 
money and jobs" hi the extent that 
workers and citizen^ can no longer rely on an 
Increasingly powerless 'detrtccnuie government" to 
fight their comer.’ 7 "Corporations Rule the World" K 
as David Kortcn put It, 

Although this inlcrprelation of our present situa- 
lion is premised on a number of deeply Hawed and 
naive assumptions, which obscure more that! they 
reveal* we shouldn't in response be tempted to 
downplay the .significance of change in recent years. 
To do so would be to fail to recognise tlw impar- 
lance l tf ghibalisaiuHi ju a Htralegy attempting co 
fully integrate as much of the wotfd’i population u 
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possible iriEn Elic= nipitultsl nmtk’ of production. Fear 



thc,wc already int^ralcd, it "'naturalises the market 
iknd i he ecoiuqqy u> such an uxicrhl ituu it; presents 
the hitler ^ an aillon^nKms ftirce to which we mu si 
bow/' This is however only un apparent autonomy 
beeanne 1 1 iif CCOCl-nrrty c.Lia only he autonomous to the 
extent that humans give up l hair aulonomy and their 
freedom to creme their owti conditions of life. 2 * 
Global isador is not an unstoppable objective 
process hul u strategy which could in principle be 
halted. 

Finance Capital and the 
Speculators 

The exponential growth iif monetary and hn;inci;il 
market* is undeniable: estimate* of ibe daily value 
of tnin^tctions or the foreign exchange market^ m 
New York, London and Tokyo atone vary from S6S0 
billion up lo a trillion dollars, The transactions urc 
largely composed of currency speculation aimed ul 
making a profit from the movement of exchange 
rales. Given the sums involved, even smalt devia- 
tions in the rate of interest or other factors can cause 
huge flows of money which in turn affect exchange 
rates und l ju*c economic dil'l ecu Llies for I he J v i cE i m ' 
government, problems passed on in I he form, of 
hardship* spending cuts etc, Ths* growth of money 
being made from trading in money has sometimes 
been wrongly called a “casino economy", or m m the 
June 18th publicity, a game, Hven the most 
abstract and seemingly savagely pointless capital id 
activities exist in b material and social context, li is 
not sufficient to merely point out the effects «1 cur- 
rency speculabcsn — the question of who or what is 
(lie target also ha* to he asked. Speculation i* direct- 
ed at those cornu ires whose domestic policies are in 
Mime way incompatible wjch global cnmpetltlvlfy 
require men Is. i.e. those who have not made 
sufliciem jUfinpts to subjugate or co-opt workers or 
who display any weakness by bowing In pressure 
ever controlling public finance und social expendi- 
ture. 

Those countries winch have tic gun a 'healthy 
ifesiruclurifig" program an; rewarded with currency 
stability und the loyalty of the speculators, For pro- 
letarians, however, the choice between the two 
financial regimes is a false one: what is mu lost 
through austerity measures is lost through uncm 
pluyment und income ciOLlinu inflation.. Most peo- 
ple experience Jfotec&nomy (whether global, nation- 
al or locall not m a source of opportunity bul ol con- 
straint. 



The Globalisation of Production 

Tlie process of restructuring in the West which led to 
the movement of production facilities to the Third 
World’ where lower wage* and a greater intensity of 
work can be imposed has already been described. 
“Free*expart zones" created by "Thind World" gov- 
ernments continue lo increase in size: loud employ- 
meric in Mexico's 'maquilodwas 1 hn% grown from 
I HMIMI in 19H0 co 500 000 in 1992. In Asia r South 
Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia etc.) about 701X000 are 
employed in similar “/ones". 



Kicking it off in Korea 




A South Korean student delivers a flying 
kick at riot police shields (n Seaut during a 
demonstration demanding tfte resignation 



of President Kim Youn$-$am t April 1996< 

It whs primarily ihe S.mili Korcim >liikf wove ol 
tllul shirked nil' the Asi;m L‘ n^, i s, t.f 1997. 
Mill Lius of workers went on strike lo oppose nco- 
[iherallam before the grim ga/e of a nuclear-itmed 
US oecupaiion army. hi June "95 Pres idem Kim 
Young-satn warned that u planned strike at a slate- 
owned telephone company would be akin ia "an 
attempt to oven brow ihc state"/ But that was mere- 
ly the beginning... December arid January J996- 
"97 saw (he larges! series of strikes and walkout in 
South Korean history, involving hundreds of thou- 
sand^ nf workers protesting against Che new labour 
legislation introducing casual is&tion and allowing 
corepanies to lay off and lire workers more cosily. 
A general strike was, called on January I5lh 
t997«-600,IMM) workers downed tools. Over the 
folfowbig three weeks, the wave of strikes “eon* 
South Korean corporations over S3 billion in lost 
production, 

Smiri'i'c Midmi*tu Nfrtes No. i 1 W7), pp. 41-44 
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w i l I l globalisation 
giving R hu market, 
l multinationals 
i p.nd supra- 
iW„ national //l 



Noes hi conflict llticI s( [ u ir_u I L r also continue to 
increase 1 between 1989 and 1993 Malaysia saw a 
350% incrt.-a.vti in [he number of working days lost 
throng hi official strikes alone), with sonic cole rpri sen 
already being forced to relocate within the Third 
World'. sVir example from South Korea to Indonesia 
For the Asian testate industries this is particularly 
easy as “"the clothing industry uses Lillie eapiusi and 
is very mobile. All you need is a shed, some sewing 
machines and Km* of cheap nimble finger*-"^ The 
strategy tor creating an inter nniiional division of 
labour, globally subdivided Handing io compara- 
tive costs is ongoing. Labour intensive prsludioB 
which requires relatively little capital is destined for 
low wage Qiw<i whilst production which requires 
so^Vliiscicnlcd techno logics and services is located in 
those arcus which offer a Suitable structure and envi- 
ronment i most oi Lcn the West k The factory becomes 
the global factory. Consequentially, tu the extent I hut 
production is still based in transnational enterprises' 
"home countries \ the hargai ruing power of better 
paid domestic workers becomes Threatened and dis- 
ciplined, It is won M Considering ill this context the 
octroi to which Iransnutmnal corporation* are actual- 
ly giohalr If icy rtia y have operations in a number of 
different countries and regions of the World, but I he 
vast majority remain firmly based in their countries 
of origin in terms of the control of operation*. 
Executive board* and manage mem styles remain 
(irmly national, as docs (he control of research and 
development. Et is si ill completely passible to talk of 
^national capital" or "British capital' etc. 

Capital and Nation States 

Due of the rnnt common themes running throughout 

HUi-|lob*J]s4lion pah Lie* is the idea that the stale 

und die market are two 

opp&std farms of 



bodies "power over 1 the slate with a resulting loss of 
sovereignly ' mid "national autonomy"-' 11 State and 
capital are not opposed to each other. 11 anything, the 
opposite is true they exist in u contradictory 
unity— they arc differentiated forms of domination 
within the relations that cnhsiliute the social order; 
states oppress Lhcir populations m much us tmtn^gc- 
nients exploit theii workers. Capital ism live* and 
thrives im tension* and antagonisms; die central one 
being between capital and labour it constantly tries 
to escape from insubordinate workers but needs them 
to he able to expand, Another tension is that between 
the needs of national states and the need >. of global 
capital. The fuel that a particular slate will worne- 
cimcs act agamst some capitalist enterprise or other 
dues nothing to disprove the central point that there 
lliy no suites w national governments which don i 
"ultimately derive their revenue and power from cap- 
ital."* 1 

As the importance of money capital has grown, the 
relationsivip between territorially fixed flutes and 
globally mobile capital hu* changed cwTcspundisli- 
ly. It inessential for nation states in be able to attract 
and reiam capital WEitun ihcir borders. Hence nation* 
a] policy, through a combination ol economic and 
social policy, co-opt ton and eniureeinent is aimed at 
increasing their chances. The success of these poli- 
cies is dependent upon establishing the condition. 1 ! 
for expanded growth nn a world scale. However par- 
ticipation in the financial summits and trade agree- 
ments dial facilitate this growth carries the risk of 
economic disadvantage I nr particular nation Mates. 
Tki# is where the conllia Ih-iwucii global and 
'national 1 economic interest* lies, not in ap opposi- 
tion lie tween h nance capital and corporations (or 
even more dubiously 'foreign 1 capital 3 on Die one 
side and national dr local economies on the other. 

The increase in the numbers and scope ol 
trade agreements (GATT NAFTA. 
Maastricht etc.) and international; 
regulatory bodies Eihe WTO* IMF, 
World Bank) is not .something 
that has happened against the 
of national slates bui in fact 
is in many ways a "sUilc-lcd 
imlilltive WhOSC primary aim 
is to restructure capiuL/Ubour 

The presem glob- 
al rr -com position tus opposed 
in Jewoiupv^iiioni ol nation- 
al slate* tends to entumvt f 
state power. A Ilium gh their 
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HOQffl Un manoeuvre over monetary and financial 
policies ha* been limned, their role an the polieinif 
5i nd planning of labour power lias became ever more 
important* Far from bring outmoded or bypassed, in 
the global order nation states are ;«n. important ;j.h they 
ever have been. A centra] ihenie of this slate re- 
organism urn rs a generalised shift of responsibility 
on its ioKHtiMtofiaJ regimes and 'independent 4 , 'polit- 
ically neutral' organisations fin the sense of lell/right 
pany politics), which amounts lo m apparent de- 
politieiKsiEion of some ureas of decision making. The 
first thing that Gordon Brown did after bccomliiig 
Chancellor tri the Exchequer wuj to hand over 
responsibility for numeuriy policy to (he* I kink of 
England Similarly, incmhfifshlp of the WTO ck tile 
ERM (European Exchange Rate Mechanism) allows 
governments to plead helplessness in the face of 
"external commitment-^'* mid ie> divert tlic hlitmc for 
unpopular policies. 11 

Trade Agreements and 
Supra-national Organisations 

Them are n large number of mtomaiiorud Bgrcevncnl* 
and bodies m ejtisle-nce; die best known in term* of 
globalisation are the WTO. (he JMF/Wor3d Bank, 
GAFT, NAFTA and the indefinitely postponed MAh 

NAFTA was implemented on January 1st 1994, a 
date also marked by the start of the Zapatista upris- 
ing in Mexico. Jtn provisions are very similar Eo 
those which were to have been contained in die MAh 
which would have applied globally and included all 
major economics as few it any would have taken the 
risk ot being rendered comparatively uncompctiiiw, 
NAFTA effectively creates a Ixnrdeiless economic 
/one m Nortli America encompassing Canada, iJie 
US and Mexico, As well m hiring an agreement on 
the Tree trade of goods and services it qlw gives 
incentive! to com panics; wishing to ispcmic with in 
the three ecu nines anil removes harriers eo foreign 
invemnoiL The Mayan Indians tn Chiapas describe 
u as a “deal h sentence" because it means further 
exploitation and poverty on top Of their already dire 
situation „ 

The WTO was canted at the "Uruguay Round' 
i 1 986-'94) of GATT negotiations in order to regulate 
internal ktfud trade and settle disputes, One nl the 
mam land most reviled) nequircmeiHv for member- 
ship of the WTO (or being a signatory to NAFTA), is 
that any national laws or regulations (environmental 
rind labour legislation, for example, or che banning of 
ceiiiain toxic products) wliieh obstruct 'free trade 1- are 
open to legal challenge by the disadvantaged parly 



France 1995 




A CGT detection leads a march during the 

general strike. 

Two million people on che sinrefs burning Roman 
candles, waving red and Hack banners, and singing 
I he fttrffrmMionalck. A strike, spreading like 
wild it re fmm one seder to smother through sank 
and file dekptiw, r The switching of electricity 
on to cheap-rale by striking workers... Rioting 
coal miners... Shock waves reverberating through - 
out Europe, echoes in Germany and Belgium... 
And a feeling that anything is possible.,. 

In May '95. the French government., under pres- 
sure from the foreign exchange markers, bad 
announced a package of welfare cuts — the so- 
called Tuppi plan 1 — but the market* were nui 
going to have ii alt their own way.,. 

In December 1995 over a million people 
throughout France demonstrated against Juppe's 
austerity measures, This was ■ c Erw attack on the 
new 1 post M.Lahiricht Europe of austerity and cut 
hacks, 1 lie movement of winter '95 turned back 
the proposed nco-libcrul reform* anti seemed to 
offer the possibility of real social change. This was 
the biggest challenge to date against European cap- 
ital’s attempts lo destroy the post-war settlement 
and to undo all the hard- won gains of the earlier 
decade-- of struggle. 

'"Will the Luw of Economics condemn u« eo this? 
Let's smash the law*! So that we can struggle, 
speak to each Either, and imagine other ways ofltv- 
ing together. We must Like buck the time that wage 
slavery has stolen from us. Long live the GENER- 
AL STRIKE! A country which is entirely on strike 
is a new world shaping IlscIlT — French strikers, 
t99S*t 
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through she WTO anti ihe posslhilny mf sjtnctions or 
(irws being imposed jin punishment if (hey are? hue 
removed. Whilst this horrifies those who naivety 
ding Co the belief (hat control by national govern- 
ments is preferable because it is "accountable 1 as 
opposed to consul by the faceless u reelected (Shock) 
Horror!) bureaucrats at the VVTO L die reactions of 
those in power are pstrvicLiJMrly telling and oddly 
enough they don't seem to share this concern. During 
the recent banana dispute the US governmcnlp acting 
on Miutf of US corporations who account for over 
BO'vf of banana tm|>i nn into Europe, requested that 
I he WTO force die European Union [ELI) to revoke 
favourable term* grained to producers in farmer 
i u ribbed n colonies. Simultaneously the US imposed 
huge tariffs on a range ot economically marginal 
products such as Scottish cashmere, whilst vailing 
for the WTO to curry out its role as std judical or in 
l rude disputes. The WTQ panel decided that the EU\ 
protectionism was a harrier to compel ition and 
imposed a line. The British government despite 
being the targci of US Htnctfons seemed generally 
unconcerned (a I (hough at did make a *how of 
tic feruling' l he insignificant part of British industry 
that had hecn affected}. pointing out thai what was 
lust in some areas would be gained in others by using 
the process in re verne. The slate will always protect 
ihe interests. id capitalist^ a function ii will fulfil 
cilhcr democratically or dictatorialjy, 

Too much of the time am i - global i sue ion amounts to 
an appeal to the stale to Lake account of the wishes of 
some os its d e interns' and return to the gtH&d old days 
of social democracy and national sovereignly when 
ihe ration slate projected us against she worst excels- 
*s of the corporations. A^ide from being a grotesque 
distortion of reality, these son of calls Lind com- 
plaints tire quite simply reactionary and should be 
challenged at all possible opportunities, u Sinicn and 
governments ure con ip licit in the process of global i- 
satiou.. We should be utkJtrMand this and eics accord- 
ingly. 

Corporate Rule? 

Fifty nine of (he hundred largest economies in the 
world are transnational corporations. Tlie combined 
sales of Ford and GcEierul Mniort are bigger ihiin (he 
combined GDP of all Sub-Saharan Africa,** 
Slat:] sties such as these are said to "prove 1 that tw* 
pQfuiianx rule Liver us,, as opposed to capita] and the 
Male. (Allhough it should he pointed Out I hat 1 1 he rials 
probably would nol see the Mate as being again*! ys 
bin mthcr corporations is hemg against the Male 



which is supposed to represent us as free and equal 
citizens,) Corporations and capitalism don.ni amount 
lo Ihe same tiling. Whilst it is undoubtedly true tlial 
corporations arc capitalist, capitalism is ruyl neces- - 
sarily corporate. 

Corporal inns are the dominant form in which capi- 
talism exists a i present, hut eapiinlism is not a ihing 
or a legal entity — it is a xtn'tiil rchifum between peo-- 
pie. whereby ihe vast majority art" forced to sell their 
labour- power in order to live. Small businesses Lire els 
C apua list an. the largest tnursnufkaiuU corporation. 
The facE (hat ii would be strategically nonsensical to 
direei our efforts againsl small businesses which 
wield relatively little power and influence shouldn't 
mean tli.il we sec I hem a'- tveEk'r m a^ mi alternative 
to 'corporate power*', Cm pita) always seeks in expand 
whatever form ii is in. All targe enterprises Marred 
off as small ones: Sain shiny 's, for example, Mailed 
out un a single grocer's shop. 

Capitalist social relations impose themselves 
across the whole of society: there is no cnciijk: to be 
found in any activity tuait or global which repro- 
duces wage labour and exchange value. The -sad real- 
ity of local businesses is lhat they’re not progressive 
'alternatives' and in fact lend to k run by petly- 
minded shrivelled Hi tile Cyril nts. who think they’re 
free because they re ”iheir own bafts 11 , content with 
their island of Illusory dictatorship, where power is 
reduced to short-changing the cuMomcrs. Regardless 
of their longings for some fantasised former sjynplic- 
ily and local autonomy, regardless of ihe fact lhat 
they may call themselves anarchists aEid may cer- 
tainly main about centra! government an d big busi- 
ness, Ehey identify with ihetr present means of sur- 
vival and utmost inv&iinbly call ihe cops when their 
niche within capitalist society [| threatened. ti*r 
example by looting . 

As Cm lies Dfluvj has puimed out* The 1 ii w of profit 
has nothing \o with the action of m few big capitalists 
or multinationals and getting tiic world w-c want docs 
not mean ridding ourselves of fat cigar smoker* 
wearing fop hats at horse race#. What matters is not 
tin? individual profits made by capitalists, but (he 
constraint, the oriental irm h imposed upon production 
and society by this system which dictates how to 
work and what to consume. Tlie whole demagogy 
about rich and poor and ‘big" and "small" merely 
confuses the issue. 

The abolition of capitalism docs not mean taking 
money Irom ihe rich, nor revolutionaries disinhuting 
it to i tic poor, hut die suppression of the totality of 
monel m ry re fa I ion s. 1 * 
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VI. The Present Situation 




TJw supposed initinpii .ji' ihc ‘jstoh&i economy* 
wnift to liuv-e turned out to be rntlier j hollow vide- 

rv. 1 1 rlllll StnJgglu IS El-rue IlgLUII I l.-Mir^Cl'll LlltCI 

m least h decade erf relative dormancy. Behind [he 
talk Lif "tnufldUny instability** "bad It *an ■- and (rading 
practiced and warnings by flranekrs klicIj as George 
Sotos about the dangerous Crag I lily of the flainclal 
.■system lies die real icy that cite ultimate source of the 
prcsenl crisis is not transgressions nnd mistakes by 
biirikL'rs uud speculators biu the reduction of profits 
by class struggle. The Zapatista uprising ill ] 99-1 dint 
threw Mexico und NAFTA into crisis, the general 
strike in France in December 1945 which blocked 
planned social welfare cues and austerity measures, 
and the South Korean workers’ season of general 
trikes from December 1996 u> March 1997 that 
sparked orr die Asian crisis and ended die my Eh »d 
the >!£crccorK>mies p and the boundless profits to be 
i ei. i lIu hi 'emerging markets' are just a few examples. 

Whjn does diis nil mean for Elte future 7 Has capi- 
toliam bitten dfl more (han il Csirt chew in ds attempt 
(o fatty subjugate the vast majority of the world's 
population to (he rule of money? 

The virtual collapse ol I he Russ inn economy and 
the financial meltdown in the Far East have shown 
how rapidly die system can plunge into crisis, IT the 
t eutest resurgence in struggle in various forms turns 
inlo a concerted global offensive, then the abandon - 
tulzhi of Mjeial democracy and the subsequent lack of 
any means us accommodate working class needs may 
prove to have been an error on the part of the ruling 
class. The contemporary weakness of the old social 
democratic Forms of mediation ^ueh as the unions 
opens the possibility for struggle outside and against 
their malign influence. In this context it is possible to 
see a certain awareness amongst capitalists of a pos- 



sible future need to re' incorporate elements of 
11 social justice' irtlo the? svyIl!iTi in order In contain 
class, st niggle — a pome alluded to by George Soros 
when he w li mud iliac “the uninhibited pursuit of self- 
iiueresL [which is| not tempered by ihe recognition of 
common interest" 1 will spell disaster for the system.” 

Sci against ihc background of a rising tide of 
nationulism and racism (some of which is directed 
against global isaiionh our snuggles have to he iruer- 
national and internatiopudt*/, recognising both 
national states and capital — in whatever form — tut 
our enemy. Alter die nest stock market crash, it is 
entirely posable thal opportunist politicians will 
start L'oming out against global isa Lion arid tle-rcgu- 
Luted markcls, with tlie effect of co-opting and neu- 
tralising those radical movements which also situate 
themselves against it. Whnl we are si niggling for is 
nol a relum lo some form of global social democrat- 
ic consensus, a redistribution olf wealth or a “susiaj li- 
able und participatory civil society without bor- 
ders.'" ** It th quasi i finable wll^tltcr permanent 
reforms are any longer possible — let alone desirable. 
The only option now left available to us is the com- 
plete abolition of capitalist social relations. 

Notes 

t. The hUi-^uiri rvvciliibcm, despite bcin|j vnllnl K mnmuDiiT, 

iufn«J uvt tu be tffylbLag hiiL IhitiHid nf de^tlupJag i» 

jiiFi i-L u^silalta dalceElufl. iE wllv Ul~I it;iIp. ■ J by ifeuz l‘B I iLJ ^L-JiCO Ell* 
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Animal Antics 

Beasts Go Ballistic! 



\\ cop lii rhurgr of mourned officer* had his 
£lS-tKM3 ear trampled at a Maddlesborough game - by 
li spooked police horse/ Duffy Af/fftJt 29/1/98. 

The wholcor the cmintiry^s iHiitfit sultm is n eider 
(breai today tom nihhiiH, The animals liavc been 
undermining the Benefit* Office's Centra] Benefits 
Record Office in Cfcevedon, and chewing through the 
wires, Pest eonutri have been called m. Worker* will 
stage a protest if un attempt is made to kill the am* 
Rials, ftmth 4 Nnrs, 2J/im. 

+ The grey s^ulrrth frequent I y- remove their place of 
residence, and it run onoficn happens chut mu otic 
can he seen one winter where they were in muld- 
1 tides the year before; they go in large bodies. and 
when diey want lo crass a lake or river they sc i/e a 
piece of she bark of is birch or lime- and drawing it to 
She edge of she water, gol upon it, and trust them- 
selves lo the hniJ^iT'd of she wind and waves, erects ng 
their tails So serve the purpose of ssiits^ I hey some- 
times form a Elect ai three or lour thousand, and If 
the wind proves mo strong, a genemJ shipwreck 
ensues-., but si the winds. are lawiurahle ihcy are cer- 
tain lo make ilveir desired port/ J7ie $q air ret Hunters 
of Ohio, or GHmpjtx of Pioneer Ufe. ME, Jones* 
tf89H) r quaterf in The Squirrel Tble No,4. Junk /W7, 

“Fortran limes reader Penny Bool wrote in wish a 
story about how her friend D\um wav heuten up by a 
KontSc*- of angry squirrel* in Thing ford Cemetery, 
north-east London ■ She w'us collecting conkers when 
a pack of squirrel* in one of the chcMZtut tree* look 
to hulling horse chcslmirv Mill in their spiky shells, 
ui hen They progressed l« vigorously shaking 
branches so make more fall on Iter. She retreated, suf 
fee nag eye- watering pam Lifter a particularly large 
chestnut struck her on the bridge of the nose, leaving 
her wish a massive bruise w hich made her look lls if 
she'd been in a punch-up/ 

Letfi-r to Foru'tm Times /Oft 
in Hit Fortran Times Book 
ffExphtting Mgs ( 1 997 1, p.Jl/2. 



<Rhi + Norway - *A luqMHirted whale FigllEing for Its 
life ru mined the Norwegian boat ihat shot it, break- 
ing die vessel's nfusL and hurling two ere tv me u, into 
l he icy waters. The whale escaped, hus is was unclear 
if it survived, the Oslo newspaper Verde ns Gang 
reported Tuesday, Tile two crew men, one of whom 
suffered cracked ribs, were rescued. According toihu 
paper, the wtuilfng h< xat, the Bnlga. was off Norway**, 
non hern lip on Monday when is harpooned a minke 
whale, which can grow up to 30 toot, in length, Thu 
whale then rammed the 53 foot long wooden Nun, 
The two crewmen, who had been spotting whales 
from (he crow's nest near the lob of the mast, were 
ihmwn Into I be ocean, about *125 miles nodh of ihc 
Arctic Circle/ 

Associated Press, 

‘Ceylon? i *cadly cobras arc besieging a louse in the 
village of W;uakapola H S() miles from Colombo. T3ie 
owner had previously beaten a cobra lurking outside 
his door, but failed lo kill is. The reptile s Inhered off 
into the jungle. According to Ceylon folklore cobras 
will always seek revenge, and sooo LLfterwanis four 
look up positions, around the house. 

The fLimily was (breed to leave and employ a snake 
charmer to rid them of the visitors. He succeeded in 
catching only two., Hardly had the owner moved 
back to his home when four cobras appeared and 
look up siege positions once more.' 

Siiirtiiiv Express, JO//7f?2 r 




* "'ll is nol n priihlem at 

just one police Main in, 
Hals In almost alt ihcslLL- 
Moni are consuming 
country - made 1 iquor. 

Mohtndrn Sucheln, 4 
Delhi Deputy Com "t 
eii issi oner of Police 
IM rv(Hiru;«r '"I have 
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\ traw ler off Nw -way was sunk by herring* While 
tKc catch was being funded in, the burring suddenly 
dived for the button!. Lifting the |from| of (he boat 
tniE of i he water. The crew were rescued by another 
trawler The uiptnm said (hat in 5(1 years he had 
never seen any thing like it. ft&fto 4 Nm% 6ff/9B 




drunken 
rais. playing 
on my Table 
and chair during 
the Right, but 
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cwh\ Pint do anylhing*" Speaking in Jafarpur Kalnn tmlo the carmste. Binds, one, ears nil.' New Selentlst, 



Police .Station , Conditioner Suchela elaborated on 
she problem, "In (he old days, people kepi I heir illic- 
ii b*ws;re in bottler but recently i hey began u.s-ing 
plastse pouches, which arc much cheaper. When wt 
confiscate h. we store it in [3te tcutkrci, but rats and 
mice can easily sear the pouches open and drink [he 
contents, The result* are disgusiing. Tipsy rsidcnts 
are absolutely fearless, sod they ignore all utiempEs 
by the ihhIecc hi drive (hem away. In some cases, the 
creatures become addicted, and lum violent and go 
on a biting spree when they find no home. Here at 
Jnfiipur Kulan, wc decided to combat the menace by 
enisling ii cat, and setting it loose on the raUc At E'irsi 
tins plan succeeded, because the mt* were too drunk 
to resist, bin kitety ihe cat has begun eating ihc 
rodents and becomes drunk himself. After a while, 
he just staggers about, unable to deal with the 
remaining vermin, Jr is getting out of hand. I &m con- 
sidering resignation. -l Gulf Times 24/1 2/V7, m 
Private Bye Afo 942, 23/tm. 

NOT an Animal An tie; Tlic full title of Lhi-s 
[ nature] reserve - Ravcnglass Duties and GuIIcry - is 
now a sad irony, for although the dimes are still a dis- 
tinguishing feature, the gullcry ^ not. In 3 985 the 
birds decided dial (he level of radioactive poll ul ion 
from nearby Sc I Infield had reached unacceptable lev* 
els. and the huge colony ol black -hcadud gull and the 
four species of breeding tern - sandwich, common, 
arctic and little - all deponed." Wild Britain* Dough 1.1 
Bolting, (1992), p.87/Q. [This story lends weight to 
(he persistent rumours tins Sc II u field experienced a 
major leak not tong before the Chernobyl disaster in 
1 l W 3, and used that incident to conceal the contami- 
nation resulting from its own operations,] 

‘Ihe district forester al Atherton Table Innd* Chims, 
Australia, was recently on liU way home when he 
rounded a bend to see a car pul loci up in the middle 
Gt the road. Me stopped, and was confronted by an 
enraged driver. “That ... that Using there! That's what 
did it." shouted the driver, pointing up the road- Is 
emerged shut the car had encountered a 2-metrC'tuil 
cassowary stand mg in the middle of the road. After 
admiring the bird for some Lime, she driver iried edg- 
ing forward. The bird stood its ground, so the driver 
blew the horn. The cassowary strongly objected to 
this and landed a kick thal pushed the car's radial nr 
back onto the fan, cutting a hole in it. The victorious 
cassowary strutted majestically up I he road. while 
coolant from the damaged radiator drained away 



/i/6/98. 

“1 thought ycMj might be interested to hear about 
how animals in Japan are exploiting a tcchmi/a] loop- 
hole that allows uron- human entities cei start legal 
actions [Bloody liberals !| An increasing number of 
species mad natural phenomena uro suing developers 
and ihe Japanese govern moil for cnvironmcalal • 
damage. The 1995 groLmd' break mg ease was 1 
brought by the endangered Amnmi rabbit supported 
by 67 volsmioer lawyer®, against two destructive golf 
courses, Hi is has inspired bean geese further north to 
demand E3ie cessation of a Tokyo ring rood coruitrue- 
tion project oil the grounds that it would destroy their , 
w inter feeding grounds. Kiwflinki City Is currently 
defending Itself against foxes and a coalition of 
invertebrate) made homeless by green-spa^e 
destruction. And Miroimni Yuttashiia, whose ongo- 
ing campaign to re-flood she Isahaya tidal rfat> 
earned him this year's Goldman 5(MJ environmental! I 
pri»p \s sharing the stand with waders, tiddler crabs 
and the Serious Sea.' Letter it* Positive JblteurghJ 
News- No. J T k Auiumn fWfi, 

'Moi]kL.is droit oirtdatj out of the I tibiae Works 
Depan incut office in Tczpur, North -bastem Assam, 
in December 1993, and spent 25 minutes destroying 
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"Thai dog's worrying the sheep again 

official documents, [Sound lumiltai'?!] Polite wore 



summoned, hut nude no LiitcmpT to intervene - the 
hrdilpn&s factor b,c, veneration lor the Hindu monkey 
god Kaniitruui) saved ibem apk' 

D.Pmt 1 0 / 1 2/9 i, in Forteun Times jYo./W, 

August 1992. 

ThumpiinlKfi jj i a wild iitiimul park in Narbonne, 
^■nthum France attacked j noisy con^trudiiHi crow 
ih.it ^vdke thorn up, mauling onr worker so bsully he 
needed 30 stitches in his face ami neck. Another 
worker escaped by Jam ping into a pond ... The work 
craw had been f"i 'ting Mil- ceiling ol mi empty animal 
sheller early Tuesday morning when it irMdvertcnily 
woke up Elic chimpanzees, who were in a nearby 
Jiclier, officlata sunk One of ihc chimps broke 
ihmugha window,, and seven ocher animal* followed 
behind. The chimps fell upon the workers, ripping 
open one ruin's check and neck ... B ITie chimps (hen 
eluded the park s office building, breaking some 
windows. Five employees in the building hid in ihc 
wjlk-nn freezer for an hour mini firefighters arrived/ 
Associated Fmxs IK/ J/9H 

Indian ofTicinh preparing for parliamentary cfcc- 
Mons have had foeir efforts hailed by hordes of mon- 
keys, which have desiroyed equipment in die elec- 
tion office and ini ami dated ihe staff. Delhi \ chief 
electoral officer, T.T. Joseph, said ihc roving simians 
iL.id ripped the ciinaifts oil polling IhhiiIi.i and puslicd 
HipniL- Dincialf in-co a comer. 1,1 We are apprehensive 
ikjl they will damage valuable elect ion inalchul, 
•.kit as electoral rolls, paper urt J slump*," A private 
wuricy firm has been hired Co protect the staff and 



in explore ways of getting rid of the 
marauders safely. The agency bs try- 
ing wish the idea of using sprays to 
immobilise the monkeys, ihen using: 
airguns eo scare them away/ 

Observer 31/3/96. 

‘VI. Ciimilk 1 Spite records in ihe 
French 1 Revue Scicntifiqije’ Jihuij B „ 
Ac i he iboE of the Jura, in ihe Canton of 
VaticL I here lives a farmer who raises 
edible snails (Helix pomafoi). He lias 
is many us 50,000 of them al one 
lime, in Lin enclosure surrounded by a 
wooden fence about 2 feet high. To 
prevent the escape of ihc molluscs ihc 
top of cite fence is covered with a 
board, ihc edge of which is armed 
sharp metallic points. Lately the snails have discov- 
ered the means to surmount this barrier, A number if 
them climbed the fence until ihey reached foe top. 
and then. forming p sort of ladder, those belli nd 
passed over the shells of the others in frunu and so 
all bul one got safely over ihc eop without being 
impaled on the melal points. ’This simple story 
proves." says M. Spiess., ”lhat the vineyard snail is 
not without cunning: his behaviour in ihi^ case gives 
evidence of a reasoning faculty such a v we hove 
never before encountered in his action*/' One imisl 
go very low down foe animal scale So reach Use Iasi 
trace of tliought and will, 1 
Dotty Tftegruph, October Nth iW2. 

*Our Hack nf sheep tire quite content tti slay in the 
field in which they arc enclosed — except for two 
ewes, arid I heir lambs. Nik mailer Imw well we think 
they arc fenced in lihe&c iwu always manage to gel 
oul into forbidden pastures. As my husband was yei 
again herding them up. a neighbour told him how he 
had watched their "break our. They hud wandered 
all round Ihe fence until they came to a weak spoE. 
Once we then pushed her head through but got stuck 
half way. Sizing up die situation she other ewe then 
rushed Ql her pal from behind and "butted" her good 
and hard. She shot through the fence tike a iwket— 
and the ocher followed through with her lambs, Who 
says sheep don't have brains?’ 
tetter Sunday Express* 6J6/S2. 

Illjs shout going oul to: The Duchess, the Virtual 
Primitivism the Pulse Thief and ihc Cliffhangifig 
Organic Hicks, 
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Siiicr 'Af M lined Enrnict 

dcfeacu hii (hr Palmitic «rd 
I ipllhcittl ( I > .mlj-rtwwl cartips n few 
ywi a^G. Iky have evolved into 
one of OV most cfTctlivc Lncdcx 
'STn^ ah the CryniiJ Palnce 

fvicliailp. IB^Jlhey Jen^cncd ibc 
eviction from 2 <n days* bolding 
■down bundled* of security .ind 
police., coMingi IhoulAlHls. Pijlginil 
(s a labour of love and a life 
-elwging eipertcncfti Deep in ihe 
Mill ynu can almost hear the pnlsat- 
'i i l jj heart ot the curtli RfiCCm I ) m 
Albion Coon (p.L46) the dLjggins 
Ihjks lieeit sp cd up lliankh to pneu- 
matic drills (15— no LfOWCfc ffif W 
iq ymw bill Mill An hour under 
ground can feel like u day Oitr ItAC- 
l|Ci link Hi DP iflhcf ^Fn-ljcplr^ ift (he 
piktc, To fa wrtdlrfjrmrjjJ fcs uj leave 
ihc surface world .uni lake up the 
wcrel icfcislmuce OlECH in fuslnry 
this hih been no mere metuphor. The 
key in the sutxi-ss m Else VbtBUKPfl 
people's in. fighting America wo* 
I heir 1 50 plus in i Per- of Linndi, 
These lunged hospitals, kitchens 
military work-shops. piinEing 
(3i and allowed covert HKiYemeni 
around n devitfild tandseape. 
While the n.plm burned the foiGSl 
Above the resistance below flour- 
ished. The Americans were left bal- 
ded (4 k I he linlrcufts luO Cook up 
(he kkadef^rnund wcsrld ks ihclr own. 
(see box cm opposite pa^ej. Tunnels 
have always. been a plan of refuse. 
In Turkey in Capa Docelii (here is an 
enliTT UlKlcflfiHllKi town KB m&m 
diiwii, Lt w.is used in the 14lh and 
i 5ih Centimes us hide from ihe 



The Mother 

by Duofi^ F lining Ly. Vietnam 

W3umi she lJu^~ Ihc tunnels,., 
lief lull ww nil! brawn 
TWLy. her hcj.J it ,v white as 
1 mkr Ihc rcj»ih rlh- jZkJn* «he dip 
iHld 4l£* 

At ni|llH ihe eiWi flt ib* [wtndjje 
rucsviil ibr 

Twenty y-ciitv 
Mlwayi ihc Innrit h ,4 WIT. 

Tlw poondste in ihe ni|jhi ^iifck hwiI 
Ehg ]nv£ nf the ruUsT Lind 
TTkt rm4hcr. 
she lLi^v her pileoew 

HfulittdllJ tafh ’iwp i>3 her L'hildien 
InMiviisuriihSf In njiivr Ijutd. 
The F-nenn 

musl drmr hit pnlbtri eViiywfWftS. 

Ymn unl.iElTTiiriiiiilc olllUlk Mnihet, 
M nit- wlh*'lr dmddni under !fu* 
land. 

T TlC 4 1.-1 U HilSIlcU ISUlc- ihtfLI q*U 

U|bL 

The Y.ijAlts hn^c c.ipEmrd Ihdf 
I ihkn ihc vender ipI bUlWA ilw 
r i ■ ■ I u. WiifiS 

Tlwy tipfn ihcireyti *idr 
bd are blind, 

Cnueily hiMlt'iii Ihc iiHrthcreriLli^ncai 
I In body h hv hhae Uun l^judp 
(iftj W04H4J. 

Iler while hik like sjwifw 
Klf hi *fk« mphe ihc juhu uf picLs 
dizilai Ihe bt^uini uF Ihc -rjiSh 
CLiLuimm. di i t -i'.ins 1 l isC up flOfli 4l 

The ertemy 

'owl hy panic, iff «ily 
b>Mik p^satjcMii piiiuiad him 
Insirw-iSLir'Jhle i% our juIiw iatwA 
Y<piJj rnlfoi Is. 

Mulin'!.. Att urnalfwmwKk 

/ j-fr 1 .1 J l d r.< 1 1 ,r* ■' ■ ' > i fjijn /prT4#1 

J iJl’iilir 1 i'JpjJjUvi Ii r, iI 1 ! tvrfiMfut fjf «| 

hitfikrr r-n rJVr ^rrsr. 
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John Pilfer, £ li i hi*, book iferttex P r dtittrlbc-* visiting ibr hritmui* during their 
struggle ugaaiisB flrs.t US ilhrn USSR backed EdUopkn rcfitncs. Tlidbcl (r|wut 
Yt&ehinft £>rfirtftf hw the itbwtoA that sheer wettv jpo people* Thru, mrt ffa- 
ground the\ irtme. flashing emhrmrmg the -/nifrj, ^ it¥me- 

wfifff j'n |Ar Al# thudded ^19 Jj/r.., .YpoJfcr.i o/ light pifdtert itp vegehmtm that 
htiil hern newly singetS. Nrtpithn hod been dropped here that pvt> olfojr,. Thi $ Intf 
ii fktfator of thr ?r whf. Thr guerrilla* wMflrf out there am Inches in ih e early hours 
and retrieved ihrir dead anrl wriutrded before thr planex ternrr af fs*Tt Sight 
Children iwitf toschnat [dlkn fouled in cave*] in thr tarty riming and foment 
nvnrkrd hr thrir fi \ fWi fry m&Qtilighk In thr north, att astonishing, complete town 
had hern MU underground. At thr end of tunnefs and minrtfhqfii wrrr finctnrirN 
tsnd fonmlnrx, insulated by Ethiopia** p*uyn huir.% ami ptrwmd by oj pin red 
Birptinghotn-fnadc gtacrtifnrir r , n ht thr "ffun factory '. weajmnx of every mrtiomii- 
tty, ffr?ift Kiiltiihnikrtv rifles It* huge artillery pieces, Herr .xtripprtl, .umttrd and 
duplicated.,, in the ‘nteml sbop\ m entire Soviri .1 fiCl-SI bomber. which iitul 
mvh landed, hud been recycled tnto guns* bucket averts, kitchen utensil#, 
ploughs, litres X-ray equipment uml nwehhr uktIx... In the factory' 

school desks Wrfr laid mi i u# raws of eruiihrs ami urlifimd litnbx ' The field 
bifHlali hid to lend Lheu mpifed m liiudt jjp dank crwhbilrt$ m wtrh, ' fJj 

Mou|jui hmnU hi >u >»iri j." u staggering U MUM HI Dnrihg the doEruviintii nl Hie Pun* 
Urnimume in I 871 n\Miy K Vo 1 till 4 iBjiai escaped death through As well 

j\\ pliiL'es 41 i v?higc and 1 p* 1 stance tunnel* -dsn are -ima/mg plates In live. Chir 
.iriLx^lnr-. often lived ui!ik*irhiuinJ etcher in nuLLiml ly m-umn^ lumiels Uf self lEu^ 
pilv. The SatardiEie. the indigcrtous of Ik Crimea, lived In ilbcm , while Xcnt^hon 
iuii<lM Elkin eEk AnrvcniQnm t\]\o li'ked in well like hmiies. lisktrmv* iind the 1 1np i ;dw. 
As rcucnlly :iv l he Hlh Cenlury whnlt" (fdgjiwlne Ciikru til^led OD ihe edge* of 
etviUtaikm m^c Hebridean lilind* of Lewi^, Hjtniit and L r isi— stoniL- wiih hlphh 
i|c*elLPped defeAep(ti]i Jl was ihenr kiiklturcs Mui hckMiiie the Kim s hn Hh - pnnrrte* 
et cur mylhi. My^iiv vaW the Iasi village Hi BuMim. One Frafich visilor 
repinied, '/ braked in wrw>i far ti ie hithiitititms of 10 many hrtx t u it rx hrmr Hex wt ih 
uuf being able to xee so murk its a rOtmgr w hrn at Irti^tH l dhi ftvtrH r hr whak 
tnhr, tike ft? many fnatr*. !*cd formed dteir residences underground ' . Today Ihou- 
yrnds nrhomek-H^ live under New York in ;i Inhfynth n| nn’Epi>. utililit and sewer 
tunnels 1^. One of ihcmcauglM the imgie of iunnek Elms: ’it %eeps through war 
ft ) rs iifflf mir sldlti h'x like H hug with nothing tohahi vnw, an tmdrrytwulinK-, it s 
like when the itcTr^ fill your eyes Ekir light* an* l thryj Uf ymtr emptiness The 

iume ^tmfmrtkrn 1 TUrenels hFO a great tactics and amu£hnEt aljiiosl maj'k’al. places. 





3 Typical Viet Cong tunnel complex 1960-70 
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Leave it to Beaver! 




l. 



Rodents on the Rebound 






Hoi nil the hooves of "In Tusks We IVusi' (see DoD 
No, 7. p.^ftorncs evidence of bciivcrs ctfrcaping (turn 
captivity and living sLpoessfuiUy in ihe wild in 
Britain- Alms with escapes into Loch Lomond and 
in Essc&> the two most signilicant incidfidts so far 
have been in Ashdown Forest (East Susaet/Kent} 
land on ihe River Axe in Somerset- One of the two 
imlti ihuL escaped in Ashdown Forest in Spring 
i W8 is sfjU at Ituge, and hiis established a buntaide 
lodge on a kike system in the upper catchment ol the 
Medwuy, El has been ltd liny trees and build mg Lip a 
large food Mora or brunches lhat resembles a huge 
swan's ucsi, There are no plans to recapture it ai pre- 
sent — most (K’ople don't even realise ii is there! 
There are conllieiiiig stories about ihe Somerset 
colony* but alt agree lhat two beaver* from u local 
wildlife park seiikd on backw«isrs of the River Am 
in 1969. According to some local sources they have 
obviously bred well, with 8 or 9 animals present up 
to ol least Summer 1995. and they have even been 

constructing dams'! 

Unfortuoatoly* however, it ishotild be pointed out 
that all of these examples are Canadian beavers, It is 
feared that sauh escapes mighl prejudice any future 
reinuoductktn of European beavers lo Britain by out- 
eoinpoimg them. as has happened with the release ot 
both species in Finland, 

ti looked as if wc could be on the verge of a historic 
brcaVtbfOugh, following Scottish Natural Heritage's 
Summer 199 k public cowultutian over whether to 
reintroduce (hr heaver to Scnihuiik 60% ol respon- 
dents were hi favour — perhaps our countryside 
might once again enjoy the huge ecological bench is 
the beaver brings (see "No Evolution Without 
Revolution'', Dp or Dfe No 6, p3Hh after a gup of 
400 year*, Mighi diis also pave the way for art airihi* 
tious rebuilding of Briia in \ severely impoverished 
fauna through further mammal rcimjtitluctiufis? 

Bui no, i his is Suoitish Natural Heritage we" re talk- 
ing about here — I he nOtOfiOUfi lapdog of the big 
Scottish landowners and tlieir feudal status huo. In 
l his ease. "inlcreM groupie. forestry and fisheries] 
have expressed concerns". Never mind that beaver 
^introductions are not* standard practice in Europe; 
or dial there's reams of evidence demonstrating thai 
they have minimal impact on such "interests" — 
indeed, shut ibcy massively enhance river environ- 
ment*, Sa. while we wilt almost L-enainly get an ini- 
tial reirtiaidLLL-tioii scheme, probably with u p<ipu la- 
lion from Norway. SNI I are desperate CO plucotc ihe 
groundless worries of die special interests. Hence it 




will be u tL vcry small" pilot project . i! won'! start for 
at: least twoorlhree year*, and wilt he "studied to I he 
nth degree", dragging on for years — presumably 
with no guarantee of a full-blown programme a( the 
end ol' it, if the lairds are still icrrilied of rampaging 
furry rode no wiih fat tails. While careful planning 
and sensible protocol* are necessary- badly planned 
programmes elsewhere in Europe have caused prob- 
lems for the beavers themsclvcl— SNH s 4pprt>ach is 
E'eebLc and overcautious. One can only hope the 
Norwegian heavers show die same initiative as their 
Canadian cousins: hreuking out mid disappearing as 
toon as they cross- ihe North Sea. 

Then are e veiling pi nils afoot to set up Lin inlerpfc- 
ci vc centre for the beaver in Britain, highlighting us 
long and stgoiltCfiMt role in the past and its in spiring 
potential for ihc future. The people behind the centre 
already have one pan of European beavers and plan 
la bring more over in 2CMK) (from Scandinavia or 
Poland h with a view to establishing u breeding group 
for eventual release. Beavers' activities isudtas cree- 
telling, dam-building. ’canal" construction,, elc.) are 
a potent foree fur the natural disturbance and succes- 
sion processes dial are missing in our landscape. The 
ultimate i mention is to lake sal vantage of these 
effects, placing the heavers on nature reserve* and 
ocher sites. 

Contact; (Douatiftfl* appreciated !i 



Derek Gow 

Wildwood Centre. Wcaldth Fo rest Park 



Herne Common 

Ktinl CT6 7LQ (Tel: 01227 7121 II.) 
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Pirate Utopias 






L 



Under the Banner of King Death 



J 




'"In an honest Service, there is thin Commons, low Wages p and hard Labour; in this* Plenty and 
Satiety, Pleasure and Ease, Liberty and Power; and who would not ballance Creditor on thfs Side, 
when alt the Hazard that is run for tt, at worst, is only a sower Look or two at choaking. Ho, a 
merry Life and a short one shall be my Mono 1 - Pirate Captain Bartholomew Roberts j 



During i he ‘Golden Agc L of piracy in the nth mid 
iStii centuries, crews of early proletarian rebels 
jrLspsujLs frecn civilization, plundered the lucrative 
shipping lanes between Europe and America, They 
0 periled from hind enclaves, Iree parts; 'pirate 
mopin' located on Island* and ettuitlinea as yel 
beyond ihc reach at civilization, Rrom these mini- 
unarchie*— " temporary m lonom nus /.one s' hey 

launched raiding partita so successful I hut they cre- 
ated lit imperial crisis, attacking Briltsh trade with 
the colonics, and crippling ihe emerging system of 
global exploitation* slavery and colonialism, 1 
Wc can easily imagine die attraction of life us a 
sea-rover^ answerable to noonc. Euro- American 
society nf [lie 1 7ita and I Will centuries was one of 
emergent capital ism. War, slavery, land enclosures 
;md clearance s; starvation and poverty side -by -side 
with imimtgi oablc wealth* The Church dominated 
all flspaiii of Life and women hod few options 
beyond marital slavery- You could he press-gauged 
into the navy and endure cuiidiiions fur wopo: than 



those experienced on board a pirate ship: 
'^Conditions for Endinary seamen were both harsh 
and dangerous— and sJh - pay was poor* Punishment* 
available to ihc ship's officers inclLLded manacling. 
Hogging and fcccUhatihng — the victim being pulled 
by Oietmi oil a rope under ihe hull of ihe ship from 
line side to the other Keel-hauling was a punishment 
which often proved fiinl." 1 As Dr Johnson famous- 
ly observed: “UP man will lie a sailor wh o has con- 
trivance enough to get himself inloa jail: for being in 
a ship is being in jail wiiii the chance of being 
drowned*.- A man in j nil has more mom. belter food* 
and commonly better company/^ 

In [lppcTMtimi Eti ibis, p i rules crealed .i world of 
their own making, where they had ™lhe choice in 
themselves" — a world of solidarity and fraternity, 
where they shared she risks and she gams of Ufa at 
sea, made decisions collect ively and seized their life 
for i ham selves in. chi.- present, denying its a sc to the 
merchants as a itnil for the itecumuhnUm of dead 
properly, Indeed, Lord Vaughan, Governor ol 
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"a dunghill wheron 
England doth cast 
forth its rubbish*' 

The Caribbean islands in the 
second half of i hr 17 th century 
were a mehiug pot of reta il toil* 
nod pauperised immigrant s Imm 
across the world. There were thorn 
sands of deported Irish, Liverpool 
beggars, Royalist prisoners from 
Scotland, pirates caught op ihe English high 
vans. highwaymen caught oei ita Scottish borders, 

exiled Kugucfwis and Frenchmen, oat I awed reli- 
gkma dissenters and the captured prisoners of vari- 
ous uprising and pitas against the King, 



Jamaica. wtott: 'These Imlyes arc so Vast and 
Rich. And ibis kind of rapine so sweet, ihai ic is one 
of the hiiixkiii things in the World to draw chose 
from il which have u*cd it for so long. 11 15 



The Rise of Piracy 

The era of Euro American piracy is ushered 
In fry the discovery of the Nlw World and 
i he enormous empire seized by the 
Spanish in the Americas . New icefrnolo- 
gie$ allowed long tea voyages id be 
with regularity and accuracy, and die ml". 
empires tiuvt emerged were not based somm 

an emu ml of die land as control of ita 
The Spanish were the world superpower of 
the Ihsh century, hut did nn| go unchal- 
lenged far long: the French, Dutch and 
English all smuggled to overtake (he 
Spanish in the scramble for empire, Iri 
their quest co lIo mi ihey were not 
above using piracy So attack the 
tutted Spanish and fill iheir coders 
wiib the vast wealth the Spanish had 
plundered front the Native 
Americans. In wartime l his 
raiding would be legcl' 
mused as legal priva- 
teering but the resc of 
Eta time il was simply 
piracy with stale- sponsor 
ship (or as leant Eol 
and encouragement k Over ita 
course of I he 3 7th century I taw? 
embryonic empires lirtally overtook 
the Spanish and established i bem- 
ud ves. With the new technologies 
shipping w'xis no longer just used 
for luxury goods hut became ita 
basis of an inierrialional Eroding 
network essfniLaE to the origin 
and growth of capitalism. The 
massive expansion of sca-bnrnc 
trade in this jKrlod! necessarily 
also created a large population of 
seafarers — a new*' class of wage* 
workers that h&d mu previously exist- 
ed. For many of them piracy seemed an 
attracti ve alternative to eta harsh realms of Eta 
merefroiit service or the navy, 

But as the new empires especially Eta British 
Empire— mamredp attitudes to piracy chAUgedt 'The 
roistering buccaneer did not suit ihe bard -headed 



mere hams and imperial bureaucrats, whose musty 
world of balance sheets and reports cUme into violent 
condiev with lhaE of the pirates/* The ruling clflfii 
recognised thal NiiifrEc* orderly, regular trade served 
i ta interest* of a mature imperial power far tatter 
[hurt piracy. So piracy was forced to evolve in the 
\ 7th and early I Bth century. Pints* were no 
longer slate-sponsored gentlemmvod venturers 
like Sir Francis Drake but dropolil Wage 
staves, mutineers, a multi-ethnic niching pot 
of rebellious proles. Where there had ones 
been a blurring of the edges between legitimate 
commercial activity und piracy, now pirates 
found they had few 1 os their old friends left atid 
were increasingly regarded as "Brutes, [Hid 
Blasts of Frey."' As mainstream society 
rejected Elic pirates, they likewise became 
increasingly antagonistic in iheir rejee- 
of IL From this point onwards the 
only pirates were those who explicitly 
rejected (he siaic and its laws and 
declared themselves in open war 
against il, Pintles were driven funhar 
away from the centres of power 
as the American colonies, 
originally beyond suuc 
eonlrol tmd relatively 
auumomou s, were 

brought into the main- 
stream of imperial trade and 
govemunce. There developed a 
deadly .spiral of increasing vio- 
lence as siaiq attacks were n>ei w jih 
revenge from Ihe pirates leading II' 
greater viaic terror. 4 
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tribes of drepouts imU nm&wuys, m many ways mim- 



Ihe proto anarchist revolutionary movements erf 
the Civil Wlu of the 1640s had been suppressed and 
defeated by the time of the dawn of the great ngc of 
piracy in the Late 3 7lh century hui there is good evt- 
dencc to show dial stame of the Diggers, Hasten* 
Mu^glciomans. Fifth Monarchy Men etc. fled to the 
Americas and the Caribbean where ihey inspired or 
joined ihexe insurrectionary pirate crews, Indeed, a 
group of piraies sc ci led in Madagascar at u place I hey 
hud "given (he name of Ranter Bjiy,” 1 After the 
defeat of the Levellers in 164^, John Lilbtunc 
offered to lead his ftilhiwers i" ihc West Indict if the 
government would foot the bill. 1 1 also seems thn( the 
Riiiirers :leiJ Diggers Listed longer in the Americas 
Elian in Britain— us late ns the 1690 b (here were 
reported to Ik- Ranters in Ijjng Island, This isn't sur- 
prising really us ihc New World Lerritorics were used 
by It mini a as pern] colonies for its discontented mid 
rebellious poor. In 1655 Barbados was described as 
H ft dung]! ill w heron I in gland dolh cast forth ils rub- 
bish-" Among these undesirable* chert would have 
been numbers of radicals — those who had provided 
ihe spark for the revolution of 164CL "PcrroE, the 
bearded nmler who refused to doff his hal Eo the 
Almighty* ended up in BarbadocC us did many oth- 
ers such ns Ehe Ranter intellectual Joseph Salmon. 
Thai; the Caribbean had become u haven for radical* 
did not go unnoticed: in 1656 Samuel Hie hi and 
advised Parliament not to sentence the Quaker 
heretic James Mnyler to transportation lest he Infect 
other setters. It whs ckar at ibis time that the new 
British colonies to the west were seen as a haven of 
relative religious and political liberty; [hut much fur- 
Iher beyond Hie grasp of Lew and authority.* 

Before European merchants discovered the African 
stave tindc and the commercial possibilities of ship* 
ping Africans cu slic Caribbean, thousands of poor 
.md working class Europeans were dipped to the 
new j colonics as indentured servants — effectively a 
4uve trade uf iis own. The only difference between 
the trade in indentured sen 1 an ts and the African slave 
made was ihai in theory die slavery of these immi- 
grants was not considered elemul and hereditary. 
However, many were tricked and their contracts 
extended indefinitely so cliey never won their free- 
dom, Slaves, a lifetime investment, were often (rear- 
ed heiiur rhati the indentured servants; 1 

However, the masters hi«J grent difficulty holding 
on to their servants who tended to go native and 
jbtDOfld to the freedom of die myriad islands of the 
Antilles* or Do isolated bits of coastline or jungle, 
Here Ihcy often formed little self- governing bands or 
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icking the native peoples before them, i hese mert— 
sailors and soldiers, slave* and Indentured servaiLCv 
formed ihc basas lor Ehe Caribbean piracy thal 
emerged in the 17th century— maintaining thcircgal- 
iLarmn tribal hLruLlyre even when fli Sea. As iheir 
numbers grew and more men docked to the red Hag. 
(heir attacks on the Spanish hcemne more audacious 
A tier a raid they would make for a city like Pod 
Roy ale in Jamaica* la spend nil their money in one 
great hinge of whoring, gambling and drinking 
before returning to their hunter-gatherer existence on 
lhu of the way i$lund$. 3D 

There were alio of course Up to 80,000 black slaves 
working ou ihc plantations who were prone to fre- 
quent and bloody revolts, as well a* (he last lew 
remaining indigenous Indian inhabitants of the 
islands, In 1 64^ a slave rebellion on Rnrbadon coin- 
cided with a white servants' uprising. In 1655, fol- 
lowing a common pattern. the Irish joined with the 
blocks in revolt. ITicre were similar rebellions in 
Bermuda* St Christopher and Montserrat, whilst in 
Jamaica transported Monmouthlie rebels united with 
'maroon' Indians in revolt. This hodge-podge of the 
dispossessed Were described in J665 as "convict gaol 
birds or riotous persons, rotten before they are rcru 
forth, and at best idle and only hi fur the mines! To 
which a lady colonic of Antigua added “they be all 
fi company of sodomisjs." Ill is was the seedling 
multi-racial hotbed of auger and class tension into 
winch our transported or Voluntarily ex i Led Ranters, 
Digger^ and Levellers would have arrived and oui of 
which (he great age of Euro- American piracy took 
shape with the emergence af (he buccaneers m die 
Caribbean around the middle of (he 1 7(h century. 11 

Arrgh, Jim Lad! 

The overwhelming majority of pirates were mcr- 
ebam seamen w ho elected to join the pi rules when 
(heir ships were captured, although a small number 
were mutineers who hud collectively seized their 
ship, "According So Patrick Pringle's Jvtfy Hager, 
pirate reeiuilmcni w^i* most successful among, the 
unemployed, escaped bondsmen, and transported 
criminal*. The high seas made for an instantaneous 
levelling of class inequalities;' 

Many piratic displayed a line sense of das con- 
sciousness; for example, a pirate named Captain 
Bel Limy made [Jus speech EO the Captain of u mer- 
chant vessel he had just taken as a pri^e. The cnpiuitl 
olLhe Enerehant vessel had just declined an invitation 
to join the pintle Crew; 
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"I am sorry iky won t Id you have your Sloop 
again, for I scorn Ip do any one 43 Mischief, 
when 41 is not t'or my Advantage: damn Iftc 
SUnip. we must sink her, and she might he of 
Use to you, Tho\ damn yc, you are a sneaking 
hippy, and m are alt those who will submit to 
he governed by Laws which rich Men have 
made for their own Security , tor the cowardly 
Whelps have not the Courage otherwise in- 
detViul vs- In i l they get by their Knavery: but 
damn ye altogether: Damn them far a Pack of 
crafty Rascals. ami you, who serve ihetn, for a 
Parcel ml hen -hearted NurnskuJs., They villi B y 
us the SetHjndncls do. when there is only this 
Difference, they rob the Poor under the Cover 
of Law, forsooth. and wc plunder the Rich 
under ihc Protection of our own Courage; had 
you nol better mike One of us, than sneak after 
die Arses of those Villains for Employment" 
When the captain replied [hat his conscience would 
hoe let him break ihe laws of God and man, the pirate 
Bellamy continued: 

"You are a devilish Conscience RaocaL damn 
yc. I am a free Prince, and I have as much 
Authority to make War on the whole World, as 
he Who has a hundred Sail t>f Ships u! Sea, and 
an Army of L 00,000 Men in the Field; and this 
my Conscience tells me: but there is no arguing 
with such sniveling Puppies, who allow 
Superiors to kick them about Deck at 
Pleasure "JJ 

Piracy was one slraldgy in an early cycle of AikaiHic 
clash struggle. Seamen also usd mutiny and dcser- 
cion and other tactics in order to survive and to resist 

their I mi Piruies were perhaps the must I 

and militant section of the pnato-pfolef&riui const ii til- 
ed by ] 7th and I Nth century NailoHk THltc were, for 
example, some hardenre trouble -makers like Edward 
BuCkm;islcr k a sailor who joined Kidd's crew in 
1696, w ho Imd been arrested and jailed a number of 
times for jg Elation and rioting- or Robert CuLliford, 
who repealed Sy led mutinies. seizing tlic ship he wus 
serving on and turning pirate- 1 * 
i 'a ring wartime, due to the demands of the navy* 
tliuru was a. great shortage of ski lled maritime labour 
and seamen could command relatively high, wages, 
i lie end of War, especially Queen Anne's War. which 
ended in 1 7 13, cast vast numbers of naval seamen 
Into unemployment and Caused a huge slump in 
wages. 40,000 men found themselves without work 
at the end of the war— retaining I he streets oE ports 
like Bristol, PorUjnoutii and New York, hi wartime 



privaieering provided the opportunity for a relative 
degree o\ freedom and a dunce at wealth. The end 
Of WEir meant the end of privateering It hi, and these 

unemployed ex-pri valuers only added to the huge 
labour surplus. Queen Anne's War had lasted 11 
yean und in ] 7 i 3 many sailors must buve known lit- 
tle else but warfare and the plundering of ships., It 
wai commonly observed ihac on the cessation of war 
privu leers turned pirate. The combi mil ion of thou- 
sands of men mined ftmd experienced in the capture 
and plundering of ships suddenly rinding themselves 
unemployed and having to pompeie harder and hard 
ci r i ie less ami less wage* was explosive — far many 
piracy must have been one of the few alternatives lo 
starvation J* 

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity 

Having escaped ihe tyranny of discipline aboard 
merchant Vessels the most striking thing about the 
organisation of pi race crows wios their tflti-authon 
torinn nature. Each crew Ennchoncd under the terms 
of written articles, agreed by the whole crew and 
-signed by each member. The articles of 
Bartholomew Roberts' crew begin: 

"Every Mon has :l Wile in Affair* of Moment; 
hus equal Title to [he fresh Provisions^ or strong 
Liquors, at any Time seized, and may use them 
at Pleasure, unless h Scarcity make it necessary, 
for ihe Good of all, to vole a Retrenchment/"^ 

If urm- American pi race crews realty formed one com- 
munity, with a common sci of customs shared across 
the various ships. Liberty. Equality and Fraternity 
thrived at ftlcvcr a hundred years before ihe French 
Revolution* The authorities were ofsen shocked by 
their libertarian tendencies Ihe Dutch Governor of 
Mauritius met a piralc crew and commenldd: “Every 
man had oi much say as ihc eaptinn and each man 
carried his own weapon* in his blanket/" Tins wa* 
profoundly threatening io the order of European 
society, where firearms were restricted lo the upper 
classes, and provided a stark contrast to merchant 
ships where anything that Could be usd as a weapon 
was kept under lock Lind key, and to the tiuvy where 
the primary purpose of the marines stationed 
naval vessels was lo keep ihc sailors in their place/* 
Pi fate ships operated on a "Ml* Prey, No Pay' ba*i*, 
hut when a Vessel Was captured the booty was divid- 
ed up by a share system. This sort of share system 
was common in ntedueval shipping, hut hud been 
phased cur as shipping became a capitalist enterprise 
and sailor* wage labourers, h si ill existed in priva- 
teering and whaling but ptaus developed n into fts 




Do cr Dio- Vbtc« from the ecological resistance Mo. B 




most cpUfuriui form — there were no shares for 
owners or in vestors or merchants, there was no elab- 
orate hierarchy of wage differentiation- — everyone 
got an equal share of ihe booty and the captain usu- 
ally only I or 1 1/2 share. The wreck of Sam 
Bellamy's pirate ship die Whydah, which was dis- 
covered in 1984, provides good evidence of this— 
among the artefacts recovered was rare West African 
gold Akan jewellery which ,L had been hacked apart 
with clear knife mirks* which suggested that then; 
had been an attempt to divide il equal ly. ’ 17 
The harshness of life at sea made mutual aid iiain a 
simple survival lactic, Tire tuitural solidarity of Pel- 
lew tars was curled over into pisaic organisation. 
Pirates otten went into Vonsortship 1 with *mc anoth- 
er. where if one died the other got his property. Ihi ale 
(Ctkles also commonly included a form of mutual 
aid where injured shipmate b unahle to participate in 
the lighting would receive their share as a pension. 
Pirates took this son of solidarity very serious ty— at 
lea*t one pirate crew compensated their wounded 
only to discover they had nothing left. From the arti- 
cles of Bartholomew Roberts' crew: "If,., any Man 
should lose a Limb. or become a Cripple in their 
Service, he was to have 8D0 Dollars* out of the pub- 
lick Stock, and for lesser Hurts, proportionally. 
And from those of George Lowther's ere w: "He that 
*hall have the Misfortune to lose a Limb, in Time- of 
GngagemenCt shall have the Sum of one hundred and 
fifty Pounds Sterling, and remain with i be Company 
as long as he shall think fit.' l|H 

Pirate captains w s rfe dee ted and could be de -elect- 
ed at any time for abuse of (heir authority. The cap- 
tain enjoyed no spccul privileges: He "or any other 
Officer is allowed no more [food] Hum another man* 
iiiiy, she Captain cannot keep his Cabbm to hn iself." 
Captains were deposed for cowardice, cruelty and 
revealing I y, for refusing "to take and pi Linder English 
Vessels" — the pirates had turned their bucks on the 
stale and its laws and no lingering feeling* of patrio- 
tism were to be allowed. The captain only had right 
of command in the heat of battle, otherwise all deci- 
sions were made by the whole ship's company. This 
radical democracy was not necessarily very efficient; 
often pirate ships tended in wander rather aimlessly 
as the crew changed it* mind. 1 * 

The original buccaneer* had called themselves the 
"brethren of the coast — an apt term as pirates 
swapped ships, met up at nenilfZ+VQU* points, joined 
together with cither crews for combined raids and 
met up w nh old ship mates. Although it might seem 
surprising that over the whole expanse of the world’s 



oceans the pirates kept in touch and end Up with each 
other, they continually returned to ihc various Tree 
pons 1 where they were welcomed by black market 
trailers who would buy their g^nls. Pirate crew*, 
recognised each other, didn't attack each other and 
often worked lugelhur in large fleets, For example in 
1695 the crews of Captains Avery, Fttro, Want, Mm h 
Tew and Wake all met up for a combined raid on the 
annual Muslim pilgnm decs to Mecca* the six ships 
containing m least 5fKli men. They also nui up and 
had parties together; like the **SBt&l»llk" when the 
crow* ol Blackboard and Charles Vane joined force* 
on North Carolina's Ocrucoki? Island in 17 IK (see 
picture on page 7 1 h There ih even evidence that ihcre 
was a unique pintle language, which is a real sign the 
pirates were evolving their own distinct culture, 
Plii] ip Ashton* who speru sixteen months among 




The crew nf Thomas A use is ridicule the law by 
holding u mock trial - The judge, using an old tar- 
paulin m a robe and a mop-end as a wig* sits in a 
mangrove tree ah d dts_: fares; 'Til have you know, 
Raskuk we don't sil here to hear Reason — we gu 
according to Law." 
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pirates in 1722-3+ reported that one of his captors 
“according to iUl Pirates usual Custom, and for 
pmper /JforfoTf. ssked me, If I would sign their 
A cl ides". Then is also a hilarious account of how a 
pinue captive "^Vd his life |hy] me^r Dint of 
Cursing and Damning"* — suggesting Chat one failure 
of this pinite Language was ihe liberal use of bias- 
phony and swearing. Through splitting nnd coalesc- 
ing and men jumping from ship to ship a great conti- 
nuity existed amongst the various pirate crews, stair- 
ing the same cultures and customs and over the 
coune of dmc developing a specifically pirate con- 
iciouHnsa/ The prospect that I his pirate community 
might take a more permanent form was a threai in ihe 
authorities who feared that they inighl see up ”a 
Cqmmunwdiitlh^ 1 in until habited regions, where "no 
power in those Parts of ihe World could hove been 
able to dispute il wtdi them 

Revenge 

One particularly important part of what we might 
cat] (lie "pirate consciousness' was revenge upon ihe 
captains end musters who had previously ctpUiilcd 
lliem. The pirate Howell Davis slated: ^heir reasons 
for going a pirating were to revenge themselves on 
base Merchant wnd cnee I commanders of Ships,” On 
capturing o mere hum man pirates would commonly 
administer die h Distribution of Justice', “enquiring 
inlo the Manner of the Commanilfir >< s Behaviour to 



hard or to overwork —in which the offender was 
made to run raurtd -ind mimd C he cni/Ztiinusi 
between decks In I he tune of a merry jig while he 
was encouraged to go taster by the surrounding 
pirates j abb i ng his buck side with "ftfonls of Swords. 
Penknives, Compasses, Forks &cf It seems, the 
pirates were determined 10 give the muster u taste cif 
his own medicine— creating a 1 ue rally vicious circle 
or treadmill reminiscent of the seaman s labouring 
life. The most militant of these Sea- borne nghters-nf- 
wrong has m he Philip Lyne, wbo when apprehend 
ed in 1726 coaftattad be "hud kilted 37 Masters uf 
Vessels "=' 

Radical historian Marcus Rediker has uncovered 
interesting evidence of pirates" concern wuh retribu- 
tion in ihe names of their ships — the largest singk 
group of names are the ones involving revenge, for 
example Blackheard’s ship the (?Hfcrt Amir* 
Revenge or John Cole's wonderfully named iVru- 
Yirfk Rrwnxry Rrvrn, ge. MfifChlDl Captain Thomas 
Chcckley got if just right when he described the 
pirates who captured his ship us pretending "in be 
Robbtn HlhhJs Men." Then: is further evidence for 
this in the name of another ship — the Utile Mim 
belonging to pirate John Ward.. Peter Lam bom 
Wilson says: LL |lhin | offer* us a pm. mus insight into 
his ideas and his image of himself: clearly he Con- 
sidered himself a kind of Robin Hood of the seas We 







i he n Men, and those, against whom Complaini wlls 
made'' won "whipp'd and pickled, I mere sting] y, 
one oi the favourite torments inflicted upon captured 



have some evidence he gave to ihe pa war. and he was 
clearly determined to steal from the rich.”-- 
The response of the Male to these merry men of the 




brutal — (he crime of 
earned l he death sen- 
. The early years of 
lie IHth century saw 
H, roy:d officiate and 
pirates {locked] inlo a 
system of reeiprocil 
terror" 1 as pirates 
became more ftniago* 
nislic to mainstream 
society and Ihe 
aulhorilics ever mom 
determined to hunt 
them down. Rumours 
thal pirates who had 
lake tl advantage of 
I he 1698 royal pw-- 

The Pirates Striking off the arm of Captain Babcock': Babcocks ship was don were on Mirren- 
intercepted en route from Bombay, some of the crew Joined the pirates doing denied the 
and turned against their awn c aptain-apparently Cutting his arm off . henefus oi the pardon 
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only increased mistrust and antagonism:; the pirates 
resolved "n» lungcf to attend io any offers of for- 
j^venss but in case of attack- to defend themselves 
on their faithless, countrymen who may Fall into their 
kinds/" In 1722 Captain Luke Knott was granted 
±.230 for the loss of his careen after turning over S 
pintles, “his hem^ obliged to quit the Merchant ser* 
vice* die nntes threatening to Torture him to death 
if ever he should Eli 1 1 into chuir hands/' Ie was by no 
means an empty threat-— 'in 1720 pirates of the crew 
ol Bartholomew Roberts 1 'openly and m the daytime 
burnt and destroyed.., vessels in the Road of 
Basseterre [St, KilEs] and hud the audaciousness hi 
insult H.M. Pori/ 1 avenging the execution of "their 
comrades at Nevis H \ Robert* then sent word to the 
governor that "they would Come and Burn Use Town 
[Sandy Point] about his Lars for hanging the Pyrule* 
then:/ 6 Roberts even had hh own pirate flag made 
showing him standing on two skulls labelled ABH 
and AMH— A Barbadian's Head 1 and 1 A 
Marti mean's Hoad' — later th-tc same yeur he gave 
MibsLuiicc Co his vendetta against the two islands by 
hanging the governor of Marti rtique from a yardarm. 
As bounties were offered for the capture of pinnies, 
the pirates responded by offering rewords for certain 
officii! n. And when pirates were captured or execut- 
ed, other pirate crews often revenged their brethren, 
auaekiitg the town that condemned E^m f onhc ship- 
ping of that port. Tli is sort of solidarity shows that 
there had, developed a real pirate community, and 
that those sailing under ‘ihe banner of King Death' 
hu longer thought ol themselves ms English or Dutch 
w French but ns pirate*. 1 ' 

Piracy and Slavery 

The Golden Age of piracy was also the hey -day ol 
the Atlantic slave trade. The relationship between 
piracy and tin: slave Elude is complex and ambigu- 
ous, Same pirates participated in the stave trade and 
shared their contemporaries' altitude to Africans ns 
commodities far exchange. 

However, not nil pirates participated in the slave 
trade. Indeed large numbers of pirate* were en- 
slaves: there was a much higher proportion of blacks 
ini pirate ships than on merchant or naval vessels, 
and only rarely did the observers who noted Eheii 
presence refer to them as slaves'. Most of these 
black pirates would have been runaway slaves, either 
joining with the pirates on the course of the voyage 
from Africa, deserting from the plantation, or sent as 
slaves to work on hoard ship. Some may have bam 
free m m, like the "free Negro' - seaman from 




A group of pirate s r anion# them Gibbs and 
Worts ley, burying their treasure on Barron 
island. This engraving is unusual far the rare 
depiction of an African American pirate , 

afehpujh in fact there were many of them, 

Deptford who in 3 771 led "a Mutiney thai we had 
too many Officers. and that the work um hard, 
and what noL" Seafaring in genera] offered more 
autonomy to blacks than life on ihc plftfitatiOrt. hue 
piracy in particular could — although it was a risk — 
offer one of the few chances ac freedom tar an 
African in the 18th century Atlantic. For example, a 
tjuaner of the two-hundred strong crew ol' Captain 
Bellamy's ship the Whydah were block, and eyewit- 
ness accounts of the sinking of the pirate vessel oil 
Well a] eel, Massachusetts irt 17(7 report that many of 
the corpses washed up were black. Finite historian 
Kenneth Kiukor argues that although the Whydnh 
was originally a slave ship, the bl licks on board at Elie 
time of the sin king were member* of the crew, mil; 
slaves. Partially because pir-ncs,, along wiili other 
iars h "entertaiird so contemptible a Notion of 
1 unds men." n black num who knew the ropes was 
more likely to win respect than a Landsman who 
didn't, Kinkor notes: "Pirates judged African* more 
on the basis of their language and sailing skills— in 
other weeds, or their level pf cultural aiiiiinmeni — 
than on their ntce/ ^ 

Block pirates would often lead the hoarding party 
to capture a pri/c. The pirate ship the Mamin jf Star 
had Ht a Negro Cook doubly arm'd" in the boarding 
party and more than half of Edward Condd ni's 
hoarding party on the Dragon were black. Some 
block pirates become quartermasters or captains. For 
example, in 1699, when Captain Kidd dropped 
anchor in New York, two sloops were there to meet 
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hint, one of whose ‘Male was -■ little black man..: 
who. as it wan *aid, had been Formerly Captain 
Kidd’s Quarter Master" 53 

In ihe 17th century blacks found un pirate ships 
were not tried with the other pirates because it was 
assumed they were slaves, but by ihe l^fth century 
they were being executed alongside their while 
■brethren 1 . Still the most likely fate fet a black piraie. 
if he waK captured, wu_s to he sold into slavery* 
whether lie was a freeman or not. When Blackboard 
was captured by the Royal Navy in 1718, five of his 
eighteen man crew were black and according Ha ihe 
Governor '.s Council ui Virgini.i the live blacks were 
’ 'equally concerned wills the rest of the Crew in lire 
vi me Acts of Piracy." A "resolute Fellow, a Negroe" 
named Caesar was caught just as he was about to 
blow up the whole ship fa liter than he captured nrw) 
most likely resumed lo slavery. 2 * 

In 1715 the ruling Council of she Colony of 
Virginia worried about the counsel ions between (be 
"Ravage of Py races" and "an hisurrcellon of the 
Negroes,* They were- right to be concerned. By 1716 
the slaves of Antigua had grown "very impudent and 
insulting'' and reportedly many of than "went off lo 
join those pi] aies who did no! Seem too concerned 
□bout color differences.™' These connections were 
(rurts-Ailanlic; stretching from the lrearl o-f Empire in 
Loudon, to the slave colonies in the Americas and 
(he ’Slave Coast 1 of Africa. In the early 1720s a gang 
of pirates -seitled in West Africa, joining and inter- 
mixing with the Kru — a West African people from 
whtit is now Sierra Leone and Liberia, renowned 
both for their seamanship in their long canoes and 
when enslaved foe ihcir leadership of slave revolts, 
lire pirates were probably members of Bartholomew 
Robe rod crew who had Oed into the woods when 
attacked by the Navy in 1722. This alliance is not so 
unusual when you consider ih.n ofihc 157 me a who 
didn't escape and were either captured or killed on 
board Roberts' ship, 45 of them were black — proba- 
bly neither slaves nor piraics but "Black saylors, 
commonly known Iby the name of gremchres”— 
independent African mariners primarily from ihe 
Sierra Leone region , who would have joined the 
pirates "for a small demand of wages." - ■ 

We can see the way ihcse connections were spread 
and the how the pirates™ legacy was disseminated 
even after their dcl'eal in the fate of some of those 
captured on Roberts’ pirate ship. '"Negroes” from his 
crew grew mutinous over (he poor condition* and 
“thin Commons" they received from ihe Navy, 
"Marty of them* had "’lived a long time" in tire 



JJ pymik-aL Way", which obviously for them had 
meant better fond and more freedom. M 

Going Native 

Lionel Wafer was a French surgeon, who joined ihe 
buccaneer crews in the Caribbean in 1677. While 
reluming from a voyage to the East Indies he met 
with an accident and was forced lo recuperate in an 
Indian village, eventually ads^pting Indian customs, 
111 is h h is description of ihe return of some English 
sailors to the village; 

F 't sac awhile, cringing upon my hams among 
(he Indian*, after their fashion, painted a* they 
were, and all naked hut only about tire waist. 
4iii4.l wilh my nose -piece hanging over my 
mouth, 'Twas the better part of an hour before 
one of the crew, looking more narrowly upon 
me, cried out. ’"Here’s our doctor, " and imme- 
diately alf congratulated my arrival among 
ihem/w 

This sort of dropping out and going native was not 
always accidental. The buccaneers ol the Caribbean 

■jp" 

originally got their name fmtn a practice ol 

smoking meat they had learnt from tire native 
Arawak Indians. The buccaneers were originally 
Lind squatters on the large Spanish owned iriiind of 
Hispaniola (now Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic ►—they turned to piracy follow trig Sp^ninh 
attempts to oust item, On Hispaniola they followed 
a way of life essentially identical lo the native peo- 
ples who had preceded them- This sort ol 'maroon- 
ing life’ was very dourly Identified with piracy — 
apart from the buccaneers of Hispaniola and Ibftug* 
the main other group of European dropouts in the 
New World were the logwood cutters of Bay of 
Campeche {now Honduras and Relied, a "rude 
drunken crew" who were considered by mosl 
observers to be irkterehangcahle witfet pirates. They 
consciously chose a non-ojcciioiulativc life living in 
independent communal settlements on the world's 
periphery.*® 

Tire pirates™ relations with the native peoples they 
encountered were split. Some piraies would enslave 
peoples they cnecrenlcred, make them work, rape the 
women Lind steal.. But other pirates settled down and 
intermarried --becoming part of the socicty. 
Panirularly in Madagascar, the pirates mixing with 
the native population had pRHluced “a dark Mulatto 
Race there." Contacts and cultural exchange helween 
piniies, seamen and Africans led to ihe clear similar- 
ities bcl ween sea sham it? sand African songs. In 1743 
some seamen were court- martial led for singing a 
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"ncgm song“\ These sort of connections went in bolh 
directions Lind wen? nq* ju rare as you might imagine, 
A pirate called William May, StAfidd on (he 
Madagascan inland of Johanna got a shock W’hcrt he 
was addressed in fluent English by one of (he 
"negroes" 1 . He learned (hat the man had been taken 
from die is Hand by an English ship and had lived for 
a while in Bethnal Green in l .otidon, before return mg 
home. His new friend saved him from being capi Lined 
by the English ant! taken to Bombay and hanged. 11 

El is i\ common feature ol what you might call 
’pirate ideology that pirates thought pf themselves 
as free kings. a* autonomous individual empemrs 
This was parity to do wilh the dream oi wealth — 
Henry Avery wis idolised for the enormous wealth 
he plundered; some believed he had sci up his own 
pintle kingdom. Yet there was a pirate who achieved 
an even more remarkable rags -to- riches story* for lie 
started ous as « slave in the French colony of 
Martinique: Abraham Samuel "Toiinor Res", ihe 
King of Fort Dauphin, Samuel was a runaway slave 
Who joined (he crew ol the pirate ship John amt 
Rebecca eventually becoming quatfertnusrer. In 
I6S6 the piraies captured n large and valuable prize 
and decided Co retire and settle down in Madagascar* 
Samuel ended up in the abandoned Trench colony of 
Fort Dauphin where he was idem i bed by a local 
princess as (he child she had borne to a Frenchman 
during (he occupancy of the colony. Samuel sudden- 
ly found himself declared heir lo Ihe vac am throne of 
the kingdom. Slavers and merchants flocked in do 
business with "King Samiier bul he retained sympa- 
thies for his pintle comrades, allowing and u-sstariisg 
(hem io loot the merchants who came to (rside with 



Madagascar — pirates or slavers who had become 
local leaders with private armies of as many as 500 
men.” 

Sex and Drugs and Rock n* Roll 

The pirates certainly seem to hive had more fun than 
their poor suffering counterparts on novo) or mer- 
chant vessels. They sore had some pretty wild par- 
ties — in )&59Jiisi off the coast at Hispaniola, sun ne 
of Henry Morgan's buccaneers blew op (heir own 
ship during a particularly riotous pairy. which like uil 
good pi i Lite celebrations included much drunken 
firing of ihe ship s guns. Somehow they set light to 
(lie gunpowder in the ship s magazine and (lie result- 
ing c spins ion Loudly destroyed the ship. On some 
voyages alcohol ran "as freely us ditch water” and for 
many tars ttse promise of unrestricted grog rations 
had been one of the mu in reasons behind leaving the 
merchant service to become a pirate m the first place. 
However this sometimes bncfclircd — one group of 
pirates took three days to capture a ship because 
there were never enough sober men available. 
Sailors in geocry l louibed a "drink -water" voyage- -- 
one reason being that in the tropics die water frnded 
to get things living in it and you had to strain ii 
Through your teeth. ^ 

No pirate celebration would be complete without 
music. Pirates were renowned for IhcirJovc of music 
and often hired musicians lor the duration of a cruise. 
During the trial of "Block Biirt Bartholomew 
Roberts’ crew in 11722. I wo men were acquitted ul 
being only muskeinno. The pirates seem io have 
employed music in baltlc. as it was said of one of the 
men, James White, that his "business as music was 




Emu. There were a number of similar, if less flamhoy- 
ant. characters in the ports ami harbours of 



upon da: poop in li me of action/" 5 * 

For some men the freedom that piracy offered from. 

ihe const m met! world ihey had 
Id 1 1 behind extended to ^exii- 
■nitty. European society of 
the !7lh and tHlh centuries 
was savagely ami- homo- 
sexual* The Royal 
Navy periodically con- 
ducted brutal anti- bug- 
gery campaigns on 
ships on which men 
might be confined 
together for years. In 
both the navy and the 
merchant service it was 
considered thal sexuali- 
ty wtis inimical to work 
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iiriil good order on board ship,, a* Mini.sttr John. 
Ravel wrote of seamen to mere hanl John levering: 
"'The Death of their Lusts, is the most Probable 
Means to give Life lo your Tnide ." B.R. Burg in 
Sodomy and the Pirair Tradition suggests I hut the 
vast majority of pirates were homosexual and 
ah hough there isn't really enough evidence to sup- 
port thhi%, nevertheless to indulge in these things a 
piraie colony was probably just about l he safest place 
you could be. Some of ihe early buccaneers of 
Elispaninlii and Tortuga lived in a kind of homosexu- 
al union known a& irmtti&t&ge (from ihe French for 
h sailor h and possibly the origin of die word H mnlc h 
me; i rung camipiin imi L holding ihcir posse Hsiim* in 
common, wiih the survivor inheriting. Even siftaf 
women joined the buc cimcer^. mttttlQiQg# continued 
wiih a partner sharing his wife with his mahtoL 
Louis Le Gulif in his Memoirs of u Hur carreer com- 
plained about homosexuality on Tortuga, where he 
had 10 he lu two duds So keep ardent suitor* ;n bay. 
Eventually die French Governor of Tortuga mporied 
hundreds of poslitulcS, hoping thereby to wean the 
bueLuneei* away from this practice. The pirate cap- 
tain Robert Cull ltd itL had a '"great consort T John 
Swann, who lived with him, Some nsem bought "pret- 
ty boys" us companions. On one pirate ship a young 
man who admitted a homosexual relationship was 
put in Irons and maltreated, bui ihts seems to liavc 
been the exception rather than ihe rule. It is alim 
significant that in no pirate articles are there any 
rules against homosexuality. 11 

Pirate Women 

The freedom of life under the Jolly Roger extended 
lo another perhaps surprising group of Ka-ittbbcrx: 
women pirates Women weren't quite as mrea! sea in 
l he 1 7th and Iflth centuries as you might imagine 
them lo have been. There was h fairly well escab- 
lished iradilion of women cross -dressing in onjcr to 
seek their fortune. or to follow husbands or lovers to 
sea. Or course the only women we know about are 
ihe ones that got caught and exposed. Their more 
successful sisters have sailed off into anonymity. 
Even so, it would seem I hat women aboard pirate- 
ships were few. Ironically this may have coEitnbuicd 
u> the pirates’ downfall— they were relaiively t-asy 
for the state to crust] because the pirate community 
was. widely dispersed and inherently fragile: they 
found it hard to reproduce or replenish their num- 
bers. By comparison, die much longer Lived and 
more successful pirates ofihc South China Sena were 
organised in family groups with men, women and 



children all al sea together — thus there was always a 
new generation of pirates to hand. ■* 

Just as pirates In general defined themselves in 
opporilttm to the emerging capitalist social relations 
of the 17th and 1 8th centuries, so also some women 
found in piracy a way to rebel against the emerging 
gender roles. Few example, Charlotte de Berry, born 
in Engl ami in 1636, followed her husband into ihe 
navy by dressing as a man. When she was forced 
bboard an Africa- bound vessel, she led a mutiny 
against ihe cu plain who had assaulted her, culling oft 



The Black Flag 




"Why is our llug black'! 1 Black is a stiadir of ncgutirm. 
The block Ihg ii ihe MCgllion of ^El Hags. tt L a ncgai- 
tkm L>t culi Linihf MStl which puls ihiiT huTrUiii T4Ce against 
Itself utd denies Ihe unity taf all humnnklnd. Black is 
n mwid o( anger and oulnge ai all ihe hitkoui irmio 
humanity pope trilled In the hftmc til alk- 
glance 1C one State or another. 141 

Wr all know ihal punte* flew ihe 'Jolly Rd^er' —the tkiill 
.-utd ero^honc* Hup. ‘Hit muM likely derivation yl the 
name "Jolly Roger" IS 4 S Jin AnglMrisdtbWl of the Fre n c h 
Jotfc titfiif'jr — the red or L hl«xi) flag ill -1 1 pirate* originally 
used before the more Welhluiuum hFuck. The red Hag 
widely known as the intcrnali-oiial symbol of pfafctlliin 
revolution and revolt and llif black fl^ has hi^mrilly 
been the JJflg of the .in.irchhi movement (Ane iwp 
ColcHP were most famously combined tfl the finuncho-coni- 
munisl red and black flags of ihe Spanish revolution ef 

l93<k)^ 

'Ihe earhesi debate report of Ihe hl.ick flag being flirwii 
hy anairhisls or used in working d**s revolt tn ol <he 
fiimous anardnsl \jm ist Michel kaiimg a crowd of noting 
yn cm ployed to rmuark bakers’ ishops with n hlnuk ting lmi 
M arch fth Jttitf. However ihere ire reporlA Lhal she Ink! 
down a skull and aqRrbQEici II. iy 12 yea r^ earher in tS7l„ 
while leading the women '% bvttplicni of the insurrectionary 
Fans Conklnm»r The Puis Commune even had n daily 
paper Called JFfwr >'• 
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his head wiih a dagger. She ihen turned pirate and 
became captain, her ship cruising I he African coast 
capturing gold ships. There •were also other suc- 
cessful women pirates: in Virginia in 1726, (he 
aythmlic* ttfcd Maiy Harley Cor Huvey) aiuI three 
men for piracy. The three men were sentenced to 
hang hut Harley was released, Mary + s husband 
Thomas was also involved in I he piracy hut seems to 
have escaped capture. Mary and her husband In id 
been transported to the colonics as convicts a year 
earlier. Three years later hi 1729, another departed 

In June 1 m>whcn tin- jirhun* uE hvidnn were broken open 
jji'jil die priMWCf* freed dur my llie □ union KioK wf nth I Hi is 
i.k-'.i nplmfl; “A guml of n itinn had bttCfl ^ecO riding pi C4fi- 
+ ind waving m% inline rwc black und red flag. like ihe 
BlBodlfd bwr ol .ui opposing :irmy." Ilih iii.ui n.imc 
VrMS James JHL'kuMi .mil he led llw Lo deploy 

Loodoun malti pt^m wjih a nhnut cl "‘A-hoy For 
Nc w^iic ! " ll would m>l he reading Ion much Into il En ran- 
ges i that Ehi* ’“a-hoyr might ittdlcuLe Jackson wju a 
taller — niton had always been th* mritf miliumi section of 
ihe working elus.5, mi which case lists black and red Hag tig- 
naJling .1 call EO heedoill m eI*C itneta of 3 -j mth'in cou ld toi- 
il> have direct links to Ihc black and red dags ot list" 
Caribbean scleral year* earlier. This thuv enuidfflbly pre- 
dajL -t . [.lviilsc Michel arid ufmnsl puK sih h.Lck in the hey-day 
of ihc ptmcv- +l 

The red anil black ftew again m lire Caribbean in I79fi 
After a huge dlive nvolk pan of d» old pdrale MionghnliJ 
of III |Mi-Lk'lj look, msbrail ihc Native American name 
“Hdu M and became ihc Mifld'N lirM Independent Mack 
republic, tall by Hmrtalnl L'Ouvertun-, the reheh deFc^ied 
Use ftircch of throe empires In was their liberty. The reel and 
black Hag otf I hull became a haniicf of Eiwdum to eigh- 
teenth and ptnctcemh eenmry hkhit upectaHy to Hllnn 
wins would sail In lliuii, become Hainan* -1 mJ then reLurn 
Euunc Hying ;\ red and black ling Am&fiaa KJavet jI*i wrd 
nivnl .hilI iPiL'jL'hiinl vettuli would Ike ami wH'k refuge in 
KittM 1 

Or a l i.' riant Willians Davidson, we me m lormcd: ' l Bl a 
denfflUmtkHi he pntecled the black nag wiih skull and 
eras* henes. l.cl ik die like Men and not be softl like 
Skvepi.' the Hag sard "' Diividsnn W'ii* a Mack man bom id 
|7Sb and exMteil in IK20- He born in Kington, 
Jamaica — erstwhile "wickctlcs-t city on the earth - and nolo- 
nous pirate Capital. I Ic *pcm three veflf?. at «<a. UW J (rack 
lumoiiisr, read Tom Faiise and may have had some connec- 
tion lo Tmiisami L'Ouvcrture and the revoluEmn in Haiti. 
He itfu SiraJly executed on Mayday i&2Q wiih others for 
bemy part cir llie "Cato StrccE conspiracy' lo iis^assmate the 
calire cabine l while I hey were al dinner. This Wlf litr^nded 
id k jjI in attacks on Man^iop House and Ik Bank ol 
L n^lLUbd. the sei/mg of artillery ruid Co give the '-park lor a 
Wflitudon in BritMfli^ 1 

gf f*nmd in Jfy ihr Juth Ru f*f / 



Fcrruilc convict was cm mu] I6r parsley in the colony 
of Virginia A gong of six piruies *?rc ^Ftlcngftl its 
hdtig, including Mary Crickett (or Cricheit), who 
along wich EtLiuuntl Willjunis, the leader of ihc pirate 
gang, had been transported to Virginia els u felon in 
1 728^ 

However, (he women pirates abt>ut whom we know 
the nu>fLt mt Anne Bonny and Mary RctLd Wtaiy 
Read wels bom as un illcgitiEdute ehild. and hroughl 
up us a Li [tie boy by her mother in order to pass her 
off lo her relatives us her Icgiiimuce son, She h;id 10 
he tough co deal with the hursh cireuinslanccs ol her 
life und by ihc lime she wu a Eecnsiger she wns 

ulretuly 1 'growing bidd und atmg. UJ Mary seans 10 

have liked her mule identity und enlisted herself as a 
sailor on u man-of-wnr Eind then ;ih ui] b.nglisli soldier 
in [lie war in blunders, Al ihc end ol the wai she 
joined u Dutch ship bound for the West Indies. When 
Iter ship was cupnircd by 'Calico' Jack Rackhnna h s 
pirate crew* which included Anne Bocmy, she decid- 
ed to throw her Ice in with the pirates. She seems to 
lw vc 1 Like n to piruse life and began a new- romance 
with one of ihc crew. When her lover gm into an 
argument with a fellow prrate and was ehhLlIcngcd to 
settle i t in the pi rate V customary w ay “m sword and 
pistol ^ Mary SEtved her lover by picking u tighl with 
the contender; ehal Lending him to a duel two hours 
before that he wus due to light with her (over and 
then running him through with her cutlass, J3t 

Anne Bonny Wftfl bom the illegitimate child of u 
^Muid-Servum" in IreJaiul and raised m male dis- 
guise, her falher pretending she was the child of h 
relative entrusted to his cure, lie eventually look her 
to Charleston, South Carolina, where they no longer 
needed to keep up the pretence. Anne grew i*p into ;i 
"robust" woman of " fierce and cmimgious temper." 
Ertdeetl. one time "when u young Fellow would buve 
Jiiin with her against her Will, she 1 k%le ham so. that 
he lay ill of it 51 considerable time." She run away to 
the Caribbean where she fell in love with the caplain 
or u pirate cruw called "Caliuo’ Juck Ruckbun; I Mi- 
en Lied been use of his outlandish and colourful eloth- 
idgK Anne und 'Calico' Jack* "1 hiding they could not 
by fair means enjoy each other’s Company with 
Freedom, resolved to nm away together, and enjoy it 
in Spight Of uh the World.” They Stele a ship from 
(he h:trbour and for the next couple of years Bonny 
was Rucklumi's ^hipinuie und lover n their crew 
(which wo n also included Mary Read disguised in 
mule eiolhing, who joined them from a ship they 
captured) raided shipping m the Caribbean and 
Anwnean coastal water* 
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One of (he witnesses lie their trial, a woman culled 



Dorothy Thomas, who kid been taken prisoner by 
che pirates, *aid the women "wore Mens Jackets, and 
long TrtmHT'v, and Handkerchiefs tied about their 
Heads, and that each of them had a M;ichci[eJ and 
Pistol in the if Hands/ 9 Despite the fact Read and 
Bonny were in men's dcfhmg, iheir prisoner was no 
tool; jibe said e 3 iui "the Reason of her knowing and 
believing them to be Women was* by (he Larpunessof 
iheir Breasts." 

Other prisooera taken by the pirates reported that 
Bonny and Read “wfro boih very profligate. cursing, 
and k wearing much, and very ready and willing to do 
any Thing on bunud" Both women upf>car to have 
exercised some leadership; tor example, they were 
part of i he group designated to board prizes — which 
was a rote reserved for only the most fearless and 
respected members of the crew. When ihc pirates 
“saw any vessel, gave C hase or Attack'd,” the pair 
"wore Men’s ClDUlhs," but at other limes, “they wore 
Women's ClDfllhs .”* 5 

RadhuiUi Bonny and Read were all caught in 1720 
by a British navy sloop off Jamaica. The crew were 
all totally drunk, (a common event) and hid in the 
hold -=there w:ls only one other apart from Bonny 
and Read who was brave enough to fight. In disgust. 
Mary Read tired u pistol down into the hold ""killing 
one anil wounding others. 17 Eighteen members of the 
crew bad aJ ready been tried and sentenced to hang by 
the time the women came to court. Three ol them. 




including Raekhum. were taler hung in chains at 
prime locations to act as a mu rail instruction and 
"Publtck Example" to the teamen who would pw 
their roiling corpses. However, Mary Read insisted 
that "Men ol Courage — like herself— did ivoi fern 
death- Courage was a primary virtue amongst the 
pirates— it was only ecnirage dial ensured their con- 
tinued survivmL 'Calico" Jack Ruckhum hud 
boon promoted from ituartcrmaster 

to captain when the 
then current captain, 
Charles Vane, had been deposed by his 
crew for cowardice. So it was an 
ignominious end for Kackham to be 
told by Anne Bonny before he was 
due to he hanged shat ""if he had fought 
like a Man* He need not have been 
bang'd lake a Dog/' Both Bonny and 
\ Read escaped execution because 
they "pleaded their Bellies, being 
Quick with Child, and pray'd that 
Exec niton might be staid " A[ 



Mtsson and Libertalia 




The most famous pirate Utopia 
is shat of Captain Misson 
and hi-H pirate crew, 
who founded their 
intentional commu- 
nity, their lawless 
Utopi a of UbcrtaJia 
in northern Mada- 
gascar in the 
Eighteenth centu- 
ry 41 

Mis son was 
French, born in 
Provence, and it 
was while in Rome on 
leave from the French warship Vietoire that he lost 
his faith, disgusted by the decadence of the Papal 



Court. In Rome he ran into Caraccjoli—a "lewd 



Priest" who over the course of long voyages W’ith lit- 
tle to do but talk, gradually converted Misson ami a 
sizeable portion of the rest of the t-Tew tu his brand 
of atheistic communism: 



"...he fell upon Government,, and skew'd, ihat 
every Man wo* born free, and had ax much 
Right to what would, support him, as lo the Air 
he respired.... that the vast Difference betwixt 
Man and Man* the one wall owing in Luxury, 
and the other in the most pinching Necessity, 
was owing only to Avarice and Ambition, on ihe 
one Hand, and a putUanimou-s Subjection on 
the other 



I;mlwking on a career of piracy, the 2<x) strong crew 
nf the Vtetolff called U|H?n Mi* son to be their cap- 
tain. 1 hey collectivised the wealth of Hie ihip, deeid- 
ing "all should lie in common." All decisions welt to 
be put to "The Vote of the whole Company/" ‘iTius 
they set out on their new "'Life of Liberty," Off the 
west coasE of Africa they captured a Dutch slave 
ship, "F he slaves were freed and brought aboard, the 
WcWmFV Misson declaring dial HH the Trading for those 
of our own Species, con'd never be agreeable to the 
Byes of divine Justice; That no Man had Power of 
Liberty off mother* and ihai “he had not exempted 
his Neck from the galling Yoak of Slavery, and 
asserted his own Liberty, to enslave i stlic rs At every 
engagement they added tn their numbers with new 
French, English and Dutch recruits and freed African 
slaves. 

While cruising round the coast of Madagascar, 
MfcKHl found a perfect bay in an area with fertile 
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soil. fresh water and friendly natives. Here the 
pirates built Liberia lia, renouncing (Jicir titles of 
English, French, Dutch or African and culling them- 
selves Zjftrri. They created, I heir own language, a 
polyglot mixture of African languages, combined 
with French, English, Dutch. Portuguese and native 
Madagascan, Shortly after the beginning of building 
work on the colony of Libcrlalia, I he Wcforee ran into 
i lie piruEc Thotaas Tew, who decided to accompany 
them hack to Ubcrulia. Suets a colony was no new 
idea to Tew; he had lost his quartermaster and 23 of 
hss ett w when they had left its form a settlement fur- 
ther up the MiulagLiscun const . The Liberi— 
“Enemies to Slaveijp^ aimed to boost their numbers 
by capturing another stave ship. Of! ihe coot of 
Angola. Tew's crew took an English slave ship with 
2+tl men, women and children below decks. The 
African members of die pirate craw discovered many 
friend* and relatives among the enslaved and struck 
off their letters and handcuffs, regaJing them with the 
glories of their new life of freedom. 

The pirates, settled down to become farmers, hold- 
ing the land in common- -"'no Hedge bounded any 
particular Man's Property/’ Prizes and money taken 
ut sea were "carry'd into the common Treasury, 
Money being of no Use where every 'Rung was in 
common." 



]y impossible for any navy lo police and many 
islands were unclaimed or uninhabited. All in all it 
added up to a Freebooter's paradise. 

In 1 7 EM) js new taw was introduced 10 allow for the 
swift trial and execution of pirates wherever they 
may be found. Previously thus had lo be Lfansponed 
back to London to stand trial and be executed at the 
]ow title mark at Wuppmg, The " Act tor the More 
Effectual Suppression of Piracy' also enforced the 
use of the death penalty and gave rewards for resist- 
ing pintte attack, hut most imp.uuiuly. it was not 
Inal by jury but by u special court of naval onkem. 
The famous Captain Kidd wan one of the first victim* 
of this new \.\w — Indeed the htw 1 was pun tally rushed 
through specifically so thai it could be applied to 
him- He w;is hanged at Execution Dock in Wuppiug 
and hm bt>dy was then placed In a gibbet, cooled with 
tar lo help preserve it* and hung at Tilbury Point to be 
a "terror to all that saw Li." The blackened and rotting 
corpse w-as intended to serve as a very clear reminder 
to the common seaman of the risks of resisting (he 
disciplines of wage labour . 11 

Kidd's case w*s Unusual in [hat he was executed in 
London. After 1700, under the ptrovisions of the new 
law [he War against the pirates would increasingly 
take place around the peripheries of Empire, and it 
wouldn't just be one or two corpses that dangled 




The Empire Strikes Back: The End 
of the Golden Age of Piracy 

The Golden Age of Euro-Amei 
piracy was roughly from 1650 to 17 
with its peak in about 17 2D. There 
were very specific conditions and 
circumstance* duu led lo this hey- 
day on the high seo*u The period 
Opens with the emergence of rise 
buccaneers on the Caribbean 
islands of Hispaniola and Tortuga. 

For most of this period piracy was 
untied around the Caribbean, and 
with good reason. The Caribbean 
island* provided Innumerable hid- 
ing places, secret coves and 
uMi-hjiiud islands, places where 
pirates could take on fresh water 
and provisions, rest up and lie in 
wait TTu- location w ! as perfect; 
lying just on the route taken by the 
heavily laden treasure licet* from 
South America back to Spain an 
Portugal, the Caribbean was e fleet 



from cressirees down near the tidemark hue some- 
times twenty or thirty at a time. In one particularly 
Significant ease in 1722 die British Admiralty tried 

Bartholomew Roberts" 
:rtw and executed 52 of them at 
Cape Coast Castle on the Guinea 
Coast, The 73 Africans on board, 
free or not, were sold into shivery, 
which peril aps smite of them had 
escaped for a short white,** 

It was Hit disappearance of [he 
unique favourable conditions- o) 
the Golden Age that ended the 
reign of the pirates. Wills the 
development of capital in the 17th 
century came the rise of the state, 
fostered by the imperial wars that 
wracked the globe from Ib&S 
onwards. The require me nrs of 
conducting these vast wars neces- 
sitated a huge increase In state 
power, When, in 1713. the Treaty 
of Utrecht ended war between the 
European nations, die slate's abili- 
to actually pollee piracy was mas* 
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Waging War on the Whalers 

Since |977 E modern-day, real-life 
pirates Seu Shepherd tiavc 
marned t tiu world's oceans 
attacking and sinking 
whaling vessel* 
driftncitcr^. The black 
ship vi, mh a black 
pinto flag is aimppcd 
with spikes for ripping 
ujxris i lie skies of enemy 
vessels urtd bows reinforced with 18 Ion* cf 
concrete for a Claiming them, Flying their own 
version of Hid Jolly Roger — la -skull above a 
crossed shepherd V crook und trident— F Ncplune F s 
Navy 1 have engaged in ovex 20 years ol guerrilla 
war for in urine ecology: "Any whaling ship on the 
ticcun is a lurgec for Sea Shepherd." 

Sen Shepherd Cons? r v nt Ion. Socle ly . 3 1 07 A 
Washingimi Boulevard. Murinii del Ray. CA 
90292* USA. Teh +1 (310) 301 7325 



Snuree: David B. Morris - — Earth Warrior 



i Gn! den. Colorado. Fulcrum, 199® 



lively increased, The end of ihc war aha allowed 
naval ships in concentrate on hunting down the 
pirates and granted the British even larger commer- 
cial interests in the Caribbean, giving an esira incen- 
tive to these efforts* As the new*, snore powerful state 
consolidated its monopoly on violence, the colonies 
were hrEmght into Une. The practice of dealing wilh 
pimte* and investing in pirate voyages hud continued 
in the colon i us Imig after it had become unacceptable 
at borne; it was wiped otic by an extension of stale 
power Ihrai the mother country to enforce discipline 
on the colonics., Tile beginning of the end was 
marked by ex-buccaneer Sir Henry Morgan's return 
lo Jamaica an Governor with express order* to 
destroy the pirates. Naval puimls (lushed them Troiii 
their lairs and mass hangings eliminated the leaders. 
Ultimately I he pinles’ war on trade had become too 
succejHStij] tc be tolerated l the slate was lighting to 
allow commerce to flow unimpeded and capital to 
accumulate, bringing wealth lo the mcrchiJnLs and 
revenue to the .state. 1-3 

If we want to look for l he heirs of the libertarian 
piracy off the Golden Age we shouldn't necessarily 
only be looking at more recent pirates, bul rather al 
Ihjw piracy fed inlo ihe Ailanlie class struggle. lust 
as Acme of tlte initial impetus behind the piracy of 
the 17th anil lSth centuries had come from land- 
bused radical movements like ihe Levellers, the flow 



of ideax and practices circulated around the Adamic 
world, emerging m smtictitnes surprising places. In 
1748 there was a mutiny aboard the HMS 
Che&tetfield* near Cape Coast Casile off the w i est 
coast of Africa- One of the ringleaders John 
Plaese — hud been there before; he was one those cap- 
lured wilh Bartholomew Roberts back in 1722, ll 
was "old hands" like John Place whu kept alive the 
pirate tradition and ensured the continuity of ideas 
and practices. The mutineers hoped pLraie-t'&shmn 
“tn, Keltic a colon y*\ Tlic lerni Tc strike' originated in 
mutiny, particularly the "Great Mutinies" ai S pithead 
und ifie Note in E797 when sailors would strike their 
sails lo disrupt she ceaseless llow of trade and the 
state's war machine. These English, Irish and 
African sailor* eitEnblhhfid (heir own ‘'council" and 
"shipboard democracy" and some even talked ot set- 
tling a "’New Colony" in America or Madagascar. 4 * 
The pirates prospered in a power vacuum, during a 
period of upheaval and war thal allowed them the 
freedom to live effectively outside the law, With the 
coming of peace came an extension of control and an 
end lo the possibility of plraic autonomy, This is not 
so surprising really when wc consider thal periods of 
war and turmoil have often allowed for revolutionary 
experiments,, enclave communes land anarchies to 
flourish. From I he pirates of the 17ih und 18th een^ 
tunes, to D' AnouwaoS piratical Republic of Fiumc 
m the First World Wur. the Paris Commune in the 
aftermath of the Franco- Prussian War. The Diggers’ 
land communes in live English Civil War and ihe 
Makfrnovist peasants in the Ukraine during the 
Russian Revolution, ii is often in ini La-dice and inter- 
regnum that experiment hi freedom can find space 
lo (lower. 




Ms Lhis Utopian? A map of the world which 
dcics not Include Utopia is not worth even 
glancing at. for it Leaves out tliu one 
country at which Humanity is 
always landing. And when 
Humanity lands ihert, it looks 
due.. and r seeing a bcller country 1 , 
sets sail. Progress is the realisa- 
tion of Utopias/- — Oscar 

Wilde. Tke Soul of Mon Under 
SocisttsinP 
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Mary Wottstonecraft (1759-1797) 

Famous author of what is called the first 
major feminist text™ ‘Vindication of the 
Rights of Women' which argues passionate' 
ty that women should not he contained in 
the role of domestic slaves and mistresses, 
and crt tidies monarchy, aristocracy and 
standing armies as well. 

The anecdotes of everyday sex isms rue loo numer- 
ous co list, bm that they occur continuously and withr 
one paradox, in the radical cco move men! muM be 
examined: ihwe are not one-off. isolated incidents* 
but pint of the patriarchal nature of I lari b First! 
Without an undcrNlarHJiiig of- -and resistance io— 
the multi pie power retatlOrtl in OUT society ibutt Cm 
be no true social change, 

Flawed Philosophies 
and Failing Philosophers 

The media construes Of ctowLiuinni is not far 
enough removed from the reLifitjex to be ironic. One 
of the ideologic* that is central to eco-icdvism is that 
of romanticism, Romanticism is a myth ©f patriarchy 
i hat creates opposites such ns good/tvil, 
iinin/wonum. pciivc/p^ssivc. Tins is l± stieuns of sim- 
plifying and justifying dsficrcnccs that are ticlually 
constructed. To be pushed into one of these 
defimtiofu polarises ns into restricted behaviour and 
restricted mindsets* limiting our beings and our 
potential. Fcir example, the notion of 'dele nee of ihs 
planet' conveniently forgets the fact (h he we ure 
lighting for ourselves. Iiisiead the earth ns (he passive 



beauty* capitalism the evil dragon and we good fel- 
lows the noble kali gilts. 

Look at nu- mum. Vvq smashed the win Id 

Macho posturing can take many forms. From 
mask tug up in counter-productive situations, to 
throwing things without aim and mission, boasting 
about criminal records — or worse* criminal activi- 
ties. or being the person down the mnnel the longest. 
These activities often operate at a level of competi- 
tiveness within the network rutlicr than co-operation 
ami suggest that activism is for the adrenaline and 
the recognition rather chan the daily effort toward 
building mass resistance, Wanting to be seen to 
engage in heroic or hardcore activity relies on others" 
failure to do the same* and instead ol‘ these activities 
inspiring others to take action they al senate — hence 
(he problem of some pcopkt activisis") being asked 
to take action on behalf of othci people: e.g,: people 
being asked to pie kuneonc. or 4 save’ some land 
from read building. (Why does everyone need to 
take action when superman can do it for us? I Rather 
ihiin using the most effective tactics available, 
macho activists need the most visual: bunging from 
harnesses is, in our ‘movement". a more popular 
approach than m iis% direct action* and media stunts 
ore seen as "worthwhile" activity despite such an 
obviously problematic relationship with the media. 

CniciAxiofi is too ^id for u% 

The other side of the coin is the concept of activist 
suffering- — a few suffering To r the needs uf the 




Louise Michel (1830-1904) 

A founder of a libertarian school, fishier on 
the barricades of the Paris Commune of 
I 3 ?i t and never quelled in her deeds not 
words! ’ style 031 tat ion far anarchy * femi- 
nism and animal liberation. 
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misses. Accountable actions Cat] inlo this cal e gory, 
as do liunger strikes with tin feasible demands. As 
most people ti n particular thou; with respcmsiMiries 
such as children) are not willing to lose their liberty 
for actions of limited erfcctivenesL These actions 
remain ihe domain of a few who offer up ihcmselvcs 
for 'the caused As. he foie, ihese misguided actions 
mean that most people sure excused from taking 
action (who needs to do anything when Jesus will do 
it for us?) Those who suffer moil in society do not 
fetishise or glamorise suffering. This privileged 
option of personal sacrifice courts attention some- 
times termed ‘public awareness' hut tike macho 
media slum* doctf little to forward radical social 
change. 

Alongside un ideology of mniantic eeo-licmiMm 
comes a clear rejection of feminism (and other puli- 
lies iliac dmw attention to divisions between "us')- 
This is of cOUrcc essential to li polarised vision of the 
buttle. Wu too are individually and cdllldivdy 
responsible for (he shit that goes on. we loo un s the 
villains. the wrongdoers, and even ‘the enemy', — 
e.g. whilst struggling For the destruction of global 
capitalism we are stiil creaming off die Third World. 
Recognising our oppression we musl also recognise 
our position* as oppressors, our privileges. This 
requires understanding the sped lie differences of our 
suppression: we are not equally abused by Capitalism, 
l his is dependent on our class, our race, our national' 
icy. our sexuality, and our gender. The radical ceo 
movement is only just beginning to address these 
Issue! anti still fails to carry a concept of women* 
specific oppression or women s specific resistance, 
separate from men's. 

Some oppressions are treated with more priority 
than others: ihe rape of women (a hear universal 
experience) seems to be ol less importance ihun the 
rape of the earth. Rape is seen us an individual and 
personal problem between rapusl und victim rather 
than rooted in our patriarchal system. Iti the same 
way die deslnictinn of the planet may he partly car- 
ried out by construction companies, but these com- 
panies arc ncH the core problem. Again, light! far 
indigenous people's tand rights' do not distinguish 
between men's and women's \aml right* which are 
(again, near universally) different. Most "trihar soci- 
eties have indigenous laws which have different 
access and control of land according to gender. 

Similarly, women's resistance is overlooked, made 
invisible, written out of hryiuary: from the diggers to 
ihe dockers, go direct ly pasl the suffrage Elev do rmi 
collect any credit. Or perhaps worse. women s rests- 



lance is only understood as the co-opted part of tlic 
movement, Jusl as mainstream society looks upon 
Greenpeace as radical ecology, the co-opted liberal 
end of feminism is falsely viewed us feminism. But 
feminism is nos aboul whether while middle-class 




mtatrtne de Cleyre (1866-1912) 

As an anorchM t she believed changes in 
society had fo occur in trie economic and 
political spheres, but added the personal 
and psychological dimensions of life to this — 
the 'moral revolution \ She educated women 
to be industrially independent, and main- 
tained independence herself all her it ft* 



western women cm wear lipstick or not, it is about 
poverty and violence and power. The simplsrteswions 
of the fenitiusl movement, behaving as if nil women 
were equally oppressed and all tried wefc similarly 
oppressive, arc lessons for the radical cco» move- 
ment, The feminist movement me itself by m a 
acknowledging difference — that some women were 
closer to power than other* due to their class or race. 
Hits meant class und race struggle h were not truly 
dealt with in the movement and that the mass femi- 
nisl movement never became resistance for the 
benefit of mosl women bid only for ihe privileged 
few. 

An over-simplified vision of how to ‘save' the 
world jfl not only wrong. i.i is dangerous. The radical 
eco-movcmcm will suffer co-nption if it is dominat- 
ed by young white middle-class graduate men 
pul E mg i heir concern* first: to be- policed. to be a 
hero, lo set the agenda, tn be special For in ibe strug- 
gle for freedom ihe needs of the mosl dominant 
groups in sociely should come East, Women’s resis- 
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The First Uprising 

by Commandant? Insurgent? Marcos 
In Mafi h of 1993 the companems debated aboul 
what would Later be the "Revolutionary Laws". 
Susana wis in charge of going around lo dozens of 
communities to speak with groups of women and 
pun sogelJKT, from her thought* I he “Women* 
Laws* 1 , When the CCR3 goi together to vote on the 
laws, each one of the commit mm go! up; justice, 
agrarian r«funn, war taxes, righi.* and obligations 
of people in M niggle and women, Susana had to 
read the proposals that she had gotien together 
from ihe thought* of thousands of indigenous 
women. 

She slanted lo read anti, jis she read on, Ihe a**em • 
hly of the CCRJ became more and more resile**. 
You could hear murmurs ,likL comment v In CbdL 
TzotsiL TojolobaL Mam, Zcxfut pnd Spanish, The 
comments jumped from one side lo ihe other 
Suslliki, undisturbed, charged on against everyone 
and everything, "We don'! wan! lo be forced into 
marriage with someone we don't want, Wc wain lo 
have the children we want and can lake core of. We 
wan! the right lo hold rank in the community. We 
want the right to speak up and to he respecicd. We 
wont Use right lo study and even be drivers," And 
-she kepi going tike that until she wus done. At Ihe 
end there was a long silence. 

The Women's Laws that Sumna hud ju.st read 
mcLini a irue revolution for ihe Indigenous commu- 
nities. Tlie women responsible were receiving the 
translation in their d inf eels of whul Su-stifia had 
said. The n»n looked ax each other, nervously* msi- 
less. All of a sudden all the translations ended 
almost li 1 1 ak i he same time. And in a single move- 
ment, ihe comjwterai responsible for the laws 
baited to clap imd calk among themselves, needless 
to say the “Women’s Uws" were approved unani- 
mously, A TzetZfll re^nsiblc for the law com- 
mented "The good thing is thal my wife docsnft 
understand Spanish, because otherwise../' An 
in h urgent official who was a woman and a high 
infantry rank. jumped on him "You’re fucked, 
because we re going to translate it into all the 
dialect*,'" The compiinero looked down. The 
women responsible were singing, the men wem 
scratching their heads. 

...Thai was the inuth; the first EZLN uprising was 
March, 1993, and wus led by Zapatista women* 
There were no casualties, and they won. 



lance to patriarchy is not some sub-heading that can 
he dealt wilh "after the revolution". The global strug- 
gle against body mu tiki non, domestic viol cnee, 
infanticide, scxiiol o-ssiudL rape. donvAtkatiaai. Slav- 
cry, dehumanisation P poverty, furred fftcrtUiaiiou and 
forced inepKxSuctkHt is not nit picking. 

A n a rc h o- mi sogy n is ts Anonymous... 

A 12 step plan 

These arc some ways of challenging OUT social 
ccmdi cion mg by a patriarchal culture. Macho behav- 
iour is not specific to men, ail hough often more Com 
i non as mules have been iradiiionnlly encouraged 
into fflcrcotypkaJ men (meaning nggiessivc, domi- 
nating. arrive, individualistic die.J arid women 
encouraged inio equally limited and repressive cari- 
cature* instead of us all achieving our full potential 
as human beings. 

I. Women's Space: Women* spend time in it, espe- 
cially if you don 3 understand why it exists. The 
experiences of women's space arc different to 
mixed spare. And IrTi stop "discussing* it in 
mixed group* — women's Sp:ice is neither requit- 
ed or demanded, it is. taken and the opinion* of 
men are iirclevaiit- 

Z. 5k ill Sharing: It is largely a myth- Usually it is 
aboul one individual teaching one or many, and 
obviously gives rise to many problems of hierar- 
chy and patronising behaviour [,cls work tan read 
trading.., you show me yours and HI show you 
mine, 

3. New Women riving Tuck Fodder: Thi* is purtie- 
ularly present, or maybe just most visible, on 
mixed protest camps, u I though also a problem in 
women** camps when they are treated like 
lifestyle cruising grounds, at squat cafe Asocial 
centres and in urban groups. Other women can 
"buddy up' with women who lire new and let them 
know they are valued as activists. Milk', run be 
friendly bui noi invasive. Everyone can pull up 
their friends or intervene if somebody i - being out 
of order. Be honest tell newcomer* about prob- 
lems like this so they don't think they're imagin- 
ing it. or that this i.s acceptable behaviour. 

4 - Sexual Coercion: While this is such a common 
complaint, ii is often kept hush hush, people not 
wanting to rock the boat. A* people who value 
direct action we need to take it— girl guerrilla 
groups who have issued cujimnuanosu] warnings 
of revenge attacks on known bastards have 
claimed mined area.* a* places not lo mess with 
women tn. The uciions we mke again hi corporate 
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scum can and should also he taken against raping 
scum. 

5. Question Everything: Why da you really want to 
do that banner drop? Is ii Ehe best, most effective 
m tack on i!m particular target or is ii ihc one Art 
gets you ihc moat credit- If you can’t be bothered 
id go Qyposling and engage in hUtbo tage, but you 
wilt get nicked for some* 
thing high profile and dan- 
gerous.., ask yourself why. 

Think carefully before every 
action, Just what and who 
are you doing this- for? 

6. Shut Up: Meetings are gen 
crully dominated by a few 
mouthy individuals wiih lit- 
lie particularly constructive* 
creative or original to say. 

Recognise that some [people 
arc more confident than oth- 
ers miking in meetings. Have 
gO’ rounds al the heginnirig 
and at the end of meetings 
and some where halfway too. 

When someone new or 
someone who doesn't usual- 
ly speak gen; the guts to say 
something* credit the in. 

Properly facilitated meetings 
are a great asset to those who 
don't jump in. And talk to 
new people or quiet people 
afterward: tell them you 
liked what they said. 

7. WiLs h Up: It's such a cliclid 
It's almost a Joke, Bui ti 
takes more than soapsuds to 
sort out the division of 
labour. On actions do the 
thing? you don't usual ly H 
offer to do the support work, slay in the office, do 
leaflet distribution* he* — godforbid — anLinymous. 
If h'i an action that's public then it doesn't need 
the (rust of an affinity group off lo bum something 
down. Team up with k$$ experienced people 
write thru leaflet with someone who"? never writ- 
ten one before instead of your usual comrade r 

H r Si h ter hood i To misquote one of my male 
friends - there's no point spelling woruyn all 
funny if you don't do the acta too. Solidarity in 
sifterhood can be inlerpreied in 1 EMU's of ways.* be 
doing at least some of I hem. 



■I, We Don't Need Anolhrr Hero:: Putting ourselves 
and others in hero-posilions. Acticndli^ our 
activities rather than reaching out to others. 
Bragging as. neither skill sharing nor empowering 
alters to act. Let's get humble because nothing wc 
do is glorious* especially nni when it's sensation- 
aJ. The sexy factor of an action isn'l the be all and 

end all and media coverage is 
ge ncral ly conn I er- prod Ucl i vc. 
Ciei real- — seeing a young 
dread locked white hoy hanging 
off ii thin rope on she TV doc? 
not empower the viewer into 
l hoiking ihey can do the ssunc. 

10. Leni n: Inform yourself of 
women’s res-isiatiec. hiKfidctl- 
ly and geographically. IF you 
know all about I he Spanish rev- 
olution but not about 1 2th cen- 
tury women's rebellion in 
China widen your reading list. 

11. Abandon Yuur Privilege: 
This is the hard one, First we 
need to acknowledge and 
recognise that a* flnh world 
activists wc occupy a global 
position, of privilege. Most of 
us also have cs tni power due to 
our youth* our skin colour, our 
family ch'is background- When 
we ignore our own or other’s 
chains they don't juxt disap- 
pear, and when we topple these 
power relations most of lis wall 
get bruised on I he way down. 
Aih ii it wc don't gel the hardest 
deal.. Listen lo others, we might 
not know the best way. Gel 
criticised, feel imcom fort able* 
and deal wilh tl. 

12 . Unity AgdidNl Patriarchy: Wliile she fight 
against patriarchy is women's struggle and it is 
imperative dim ^feminist’ men do not hijack this 
strugglie, everyone .should participate in overthrow- 
ing systems of oppression. "Not only because men 
are capable of its perpetration but because we can 
be accomplices as well, by engaging in harmful 
ridicule and by our Kilenet- But the struggle for 
re .spec i for the specificity of gender can also 
include us. by acknowledging what wc are* whai 
wc are noi* and above all, what we are capable of 
becoming " - Commandant* Insurgente Maroos. 



Although the familiar picture Is of a 
peaceful middle class woman with 
hat and placard, suffragettes 
smashed windows and set churches 
on fire , and many w ere working doss 
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What follows is from an Interview conducted by a "young a narcha -feminist r with an "older sec- 
ond wave feminist", ft took place over a couple of pleasant afternoons and is an attempt to look 
Into and understand the significance of what was called the 'Women's Liberation Movement' in 
Che 1970s and early r 80s. 



Tell us a bit about yourself.. 

I gut involved with the Women's Liberation 
Mo verne ru in 197t) while 1 was a student at un i vers i- 
ty, ft was a very big group aiul we hud subgroups ami 
so forth, n wha so exciting! When l was trying In 
look m what I h:i,vo dune over the Iasi nearly 3fi 
year*, il accrued to be mainly communication .unl 
facilitation* I huven'i been put on the street* eIuu 
much. I've done a lw of work m pub! lulling, and I've 
organised nil sorts ot conference* and events, C have 
done quite a Hit of gra-ww** stuff- I’ve been very 
involved with IocjiI Women's Centre*. ami I was 
involved in the Scrim 16 campaign, supporting 16 
women who were arrested at el Reclaim the Nights 
demon hLraiicui in Soho in the Lme L 7fls P 
What would you describe the autonomous 
Women's Liberation Movement as? What was 
It made up of? 

Thousands and thou sands of women I At the last of 
die national Womens Liberation conferences ihai we 
had. held in Birmingham in 1978. there were 3000 
women. You can be sure that for every 1 woman who 
came, i he re were another 5 whu eoaldni make it. So 
there were loads of us! 1 suppose what we're talking 
about is the peri Ltd between 1970 and 19H5. We were 
organised in mostly small groups, some of which had 
some national m ord inaemn like around different 
campaigns, at the st^ialisF reformist eml. I'm not 
meaning 1 1 1 ;lL distinct! Cal as apUI-duWu, you jusl have 
to think about the different ways ihal groups Organ 
ised. On the socialist femiinsl side, you had the 
National AhmliOfl CiUTHpAign. the Working Women' 1 
Charier organising in trade unions, I'm Sure there 
were loads of others hut those were two I still have 
in mind. On the radical feminist side, there were 
things like 'Women Against Violence Against 
Women \ of course there was the National Women's 
Aid Federation. The first Women's Liberation refuge 
was opened in Bmion jn 197.L It wn-s clear that it 
was an excellent idea, because domestic: violence 
was a really huge feminist issue. 

Qpeming up a refuge was taking direct 
action,,. 

Yes, what happened was that these women 1 knew 
opened up a squat m Bn \ ton and thin, soon after 
[hut. there was ii second mie and within & very sbem 



tune there was a, National Federation of 10 or 20 
Women's Aid refuges, ruos[]y squatted This Is one 
of the things I had been thinking About, is the per- 
ceptions l think younger women hive about what [he 
Women's Liberal ion Movement was tike, arid what 
kinds of actions we took. A row with a younger 
friend led me to thinking about the connection with 
die campaign Fin most active in now, Friends of 
Hackney Nurseries, This Is basically an alliance of 
parents, stuff and community activists in Hackney 
who want io save ibe threatened nurseries And 
Hock nay + s in u ridiculous situation, only because ol 
how bad things are elscwht-re. that we actually have 
had one of the largest proportions ol childcare pro- , 
vided anywhere in the country over the Iasi l CM 5 
years. If you look at why this is, it's bcenusc of this 
huge network of community nurseries — around 23 at 
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the moment. Now probably the last 10 that set up 
were actually more or less out of fairly straight 
('nunc 1 1 initialises. But I he first dozen wen" Lit] squin- 
ted by groups of feminists t So a lot of these commu- 
nity nurseries ihat are now very straighl Organisa- 
tions, are actually the resuh of Women's Liberation 
activism, squarting these CoujMdI^wi>ed hai tilings 
and refusing to go away and saying *We want a nurs- 
cry here!' I think this ist terribly important that |ieo- 
pk understand ihal. Parlkiihirily in Women’s Aid, I 
don't know how many refuges there ,ure around I he 
country now, and I suppose ittosi of them arc run in 
,i rather convention ii I way wilh police Nippon and 
social workers, which is llul all mi ally hild hut. you 
know... without the really radical influence of a lot 
uf I'mi 1 1 rusts squalling buildings, doing nil this si LI IT, 



cap Hal ism. have always oppressed women, and that 
wh_s the underlying cause of oppression And it's no I 
that radical feminists never worked with men. I was 
always prepared to* but that if you couldn't sort out 
the rcliUtonship between patriarchy and women's 
oppression, then you weren't going to be able to son 
OUt Capitalism. That wan die split, kind of crudely 
put. And I always felt that t straddled the two. Then 
I here were [he separatists who would have nothing EO 
do with men. itt all, down to ridiculous things like 
they purged their record collections of anything with 
men in them- And then there were some radical fem- 
inists like myself who were utterly convinced the 
problem was patriarchy but uj* were prepared to work 
in alliances with men and b) didn't think that capi- 
ta trim was irrelevant. 



we wouldn't have thal now, 

MohI of these groups tinik funding at some stage, 
which is probably what Jed to their de- radical iwaliun, 
though you wouldn't necessarily blame people for 
taking funding under eedaii: circum stances. Up until 
IS months ago the Loudon Rape Crisis Centre had 
managed to stay a completely autonomous feminist 
organisation. And they Were tn danger of losing their 
grant simply for that, Al.so. I know ot a loi of organ- 
isations which Used to he run collectively. Theft the 
London Boroughs Grants Scheme made it a Condi- 
tion of continued funding Ihat they stop being a col- 
lective and introduce a hierarchy and a manager. My 
experience of the nursery campaign at the moment is 
that (he community nunscries arc entirely dependent 
on funding from the Council. ] must say, I do not 
fancy die idea of having 1“ leil these 20 group* that 
the only way they enri save Hictn selves is by squat- 
ling their buildings, We ll have to see. it s a slightly 
softly softly approach right now. 

How would you sum up trio differences you 
mentioned between sodfllht and radical 
feminists? 

There was a very early slogan I always felt sort of 
bridged the gap. which was There will be no 



Would you say radical feminists were gener- 
ally more pro- woman, not necessarily sepa- 
ratist? 

There waa what was called the pro-woman line, 
which in political, not about the personal behaviour 
of any particular woman. Its that in a light between 
a man and a woman, you Automatically mke the 
woman's side- You shouldr of course you didn't 
always, hut you should also believe that every 
woman was doing what she had to in order to get by. 
Thai was c&rtftirily what 1 tried Co live by. So I think 
to that extent you can say ihat radical feminists were 
more pm- woman* hut 1 wouldn't say they were ho in 
terms of incredibly nice behaviour. 

Back to those differences, I think patriarchy 
and capital are so dependent on each other 
and so related. Anarchist feminism seems to 
he fusing socialist and radical feminism by 
referring to "patriarchal capitalism" and 
power as such as what they're fighting 
against* 

It's very important to understand the portion of 
anarchism. I suppose I always (bought of myself as a 
libertarian sEJCKiLixt. Certainly some of the political: 
activists in the '0& were anarchists and some of 



women ‘s liberation without socialism, [here will be 
no socialism without womens liberation.' This is 
extremely tree. Ii was never ihat straightforward in 
practice, but the crudest way of pulling it is ihat 
socialist feminists thought the initialing cause of 
oppression wljs capitalism, and that if you sort capi- 
talism out, then women's liberal ton would sort of 
come along as a pun of Lhai. And the re lore they were 
always prepared i<:> work tvnh men. Whereas radical 
feminists thought the initiating cause of oppression 
w«s patriarchy, and that men. even before y*Hj hud 



these were women who became Women's 
i thcml ionists. There were always anarchist Jcminrii 
group*, although they were never huge- But wliai 
chat leaves out of the equal ion is the fact ihut if you 
look at radical feminist ways of organising, and 
analyse them in terms of more conventional male 
politico, the thing they're actually closest to is anar- 
chism. Socialist feminists tended more towards tra- 
ditional Marxist forms oT uruauisaiioti- — hieiwhicaJ, 
democratic centralist etc., which I just never hud any 
taste for, But all that was never explicit. What I leEi 1 
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Challenging alt authority in the Spanish Revolution of 1936 t women 
organised and educated themselves in the ‘Mujere s L tores' federa- 
tion and fought in the autonomous militias against the fascists. 



wb doing w as organising myself poliiicdJly in a wpy 
that 1 felt comfortable wish. Thai was haw ntpsi of us 
wcit; ufpnisd. Even a lot of women who were 
definitely social isi feminists were organising in n 
non- hierarch icaL small group kind of way. The roots 
of I he movement in terms of organised politics was 
the New Left, a student movement, which was pre- 
dominantly Mantis! r plus women from other radical 
pohlicul groups such as crude unions and blek 
groups. Bin other influences were 'ordinary woman", 
women who had previously nut been politically 
involved. A very interesting group Wfcs for example 
a group of mums and housewives from Peefchum in 
South London. People hke ihat, and 3 suppose people 
like — a working class beneficiary of the post- wax 
welfare state* we just made il up as wc went along. 
Efs kind of interesting iliac it l Limed out to be cm xuiar- 
ehist type of organising. 

Could you describe the methods you used, 
of action for example? 

What kinds of actions did we dot Well, (here were 
the famous ones, tike the lirst one that got promi- 
nence in this country, the invasion of I he Miss World 
competition. The first kind of ihings 1 did were for 
example* when I was m my group in Cambridge, 
there was a single mother, she was having an awful 
lot of trouble with the Social Security* So some of the 
women in the group wen! down and occupied the 
Social Security offices. There was n lot of (hut kind 
of occupying of offices — one time a group of women 



invaded the offices of one of 
the Fled Street papers about 
I he ways women were repre- 
sented in it. We were nxlher 
Silting on symbolic gestures. 
There was also lots of squat- 
ling. You see, thai’it MKHher 
thing, when wc talk about 
aciifMi, it** very easy to get 
hung up on patriarchal 
notion* of what taking 
action's alt about. I think we 
definitely did sec from the 
very beginning that chang- 
ing your life wus hiking 
direct action. It's easy to sec 
how bit by bu that has been 
co- u pi cd i nto I i fcM y I ism . 
him king my life better and 
sod the re si of you. But thou- 
sands of women jusi putting 
down the drying-up cloth, 
that was u startling phenomenon K the time And an 
awful loi of women tell their men. And 1 think that’s 
a big act of rebellion. We're not just talking about 
women running away to battered women s refuges, 
bid the Women’s Liberation Movement made an 
awful lot of women realise thai they didn’t have to 
slay. And statistic* up to today show Eha! a higher 
number of divorces are actually initialed by women. 
There were ujsoan awful lot of meetings and confer- 
ences, w riling pamphlets, going on demos,,. 

What about the group methods? 

Yes, one of the original political broils was what we 
called ctn^cioLisness -raising groups. The idea was 
you would hnvc your consciousness raistng group m 
which you woutd disco vet your common oppression 
sls women and (hen ihuc would enable you to think of 
imaginative action to take. Thai was obviously 
where a lot of the personal stuff like leaving your 
liushund came Irom — women would egg each other 
on. Go on leave him ! ! ' And once you realised in the 
group that ii wasn't Just you*,. Women did support 
csich other a Sot. an the basic ways of inking each 
other in. 

There were certainly sEparaiijil women* not hum 
dreds and hundreds, but quite a loL enough to rtiake 
you feel that that was an option, whether nr not you 
necessarily wanted lo fid law 1 that option yourself* but 
it encouraged the rest of ns, l think. On the one hand 
3‘ve goi quite strong reservations about .separatist 
polities, because I ucluully don't think it's helpful as 
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it political strategy. However, I tie good side of it wu^ 
th=;.il chaise women were absolutely clear iJme men 
were the enemy, Nicy were a' i going to have anything 
hi do with men at all uni [3 utter the revolution* uml 
that it ww only by being scparatM Thai women 
would team the woessary skills both practical and 
emotional they needed to really invigorate them- 
selves.. ] Think ihat ^h;iE wu very encouraging. There 
was ii very moralistic element about it wliere women 
were made to feel dial unless they wen: separatist 
they were lolling the side clown. Occasionally 3 now 
come kicroR-H women wlm were very separatist m the 
70s und have mellowed out I feel kind of amhiuu- 
lent because on the one hand [ r m pleased i hey mel- 
lowed out a bit. hut on the other band, I remember 
what a hard time I hey used to give people! h certain 
ty was a viable lifestyle, mostly conducted m squats 
or in collective women's houses, one or two of which 
turned into women's housing co-ops and housing 
Associations. 

The consciousness- rats In | groups f l a Sways 
wondered where they came from. How d id 
they get together? 

Wtui we had from the very early days in London 
and in oiher cities as well, was cl Women's Liberation 
Newsletter. And basically, E c I link what you need for 
any kind of substantial radical movement is grass- 
roots comniunicLUion. lilt London Womens labe- 
c dti ou Newsletter CUK out every week — which was 
really quite an achievement. On the hand U is a bit of 
a mystery how women found their way in. On the 
other hand, they just kind of did and lois of towns 
hud Women's Centres and there were local newslet- 
ters- I suppose in the curly days those were (he main 
public arenas. 

What would you say are other lessons that 
can be learnt from the Women "s Liberation 
Movement, especially considering all the 
talk of a 'post-feminist society' and the only 
place you find feminists today Is In acade- 
mia? It seems far away, women taking 
action and on the streets as feminists. 

I knew! I Feel weird having this conversation 
because it really makes it clear iu me how historical 
it is in some ways. I'm siuing here with another 
gruwn-ep who is asking me about things like ihey 
were another lifetime. Well,, I ihink the lesson chat 1 
would learn is iha! it's bollocks that we are in a posi- 
feminist p<™xL It's complete bollocks im any level, 
from women's equal pay to the level of domestic vie> 
lenee. On any indicator, women are dearly still 
oppressed* But it's also clear dial we have made 
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progress and it WEHild he really foolish, not so say 
depressing, to my women Eiave achieved nothing in 
the last 30 years. Ope of the first lessons that I would 
like us io learn is there s no point giving up, you just 
have to keep plugging ttway. The other important 
thing is char wt need a strong autonomous Women’s 
Liberal ton Movement to make sure lIiui women's 
polities are kept on she political agenda. And I think 
thai women meeting on their awn ft$ pan of a politi- 
cal movement is absolutely essential. The only way 
to combat the recent lack of women’s issues on Lhe 
political agenda is far women to get together with 
other women Fronts their urgLuiisat I oris* and meet sep- 
arately. because ii's so easy as a woman to feel iso 
loled and relatively powerless, El’s impurtanl lo lake 
charge and know that you are really powerful. El til it 
makes Le u hell of a tot easier if you do it with a bunch 
of other women. 

It feels like there's nothing specific anymore 
about women's resistance, as If there was 
no point to It— all political action is sup- 
posed to be all Inclusive. Feminism is seen 
as a limited, single-issue approach and 
women only action/groups unnecessary and 
even counterproductive* 

I believe it needs some of us older feminism whove 
been around since the second lime around lo keep 
reminding [hose of you who ["il call lhe third wave 
(or the lost bit of the second wave or whatever) ■ hut 
actually these are [lie issues, ilmi we earn work 
together, and it's possible to do ihesc thing*. Another 
lesson Fd learn is Ihu men have la bloody change. 
And it's absolutely no good for men tofiii around and 
bellyache, I chink what I huve always tele is l k m run 
Lit m IL not. ut iill interested in what a man has to say* 
What I'm interested in is whLit a man dot's. Is lie 
there doing 5tlt* of the childcare? Is he there tfoir g 
the cooking! Is lie there taking im miles at I lie meet' 
ing? While the women can get on doing stuff , busi- 
cully allowing women lo cake their apace. I don't 
want to hear his theory* nol in dial context, My part- 
ner is very active politically* and tie’s very concerned 
about men’s oppression, but he channels his political 
action into stuff thafs generally pint amend sexual 
politics. But what he diM.'s. h he does SD^r of lhe 
childcare* he probably cooks more than me. lie's 
actually there where il counts, and LhaFs w hui Fm 
interested la* I Think ihac's whal any self-respecting 
woman or man should be inle rested in. 
t have also been inve reeled lor years in women's col- 
I eeli vc history. Having this conversation with you is 
very interesting because ic makes me realise how 

a? 




important it is. Theft: tum been a certain amount 
that's been researched, although not very much, stufl" 
like Use chronology of the Women’s Liberation 
Movement, published by the Bradford Feminist 
Archive, that s crucial. Did 1 Celt you I’ve go I an aru- 
L'le cIiliL's corning lujI in a hook fairly shortly? ft's 
actually an academic book, my first academic article! 
It’s looking m the feasibility of producing an elec- 
tronic history of the Women s Liberation Movement, 
but wihat it’s basically about, or why I went it to be 
written, is because I have become aware of the fact 
tli ul these com vcrsn Lions like we’re having are stun- 
img to happen nil around the place, I think not losing 
our history is actually a rather political thing that 
could be done, 

Without seeing the Women's Liberation 

Movement « a concluded thing*.. 

That's right, seeing it :s.s a continuum. For god's sake 
I hope r vc got Litiollier 3t> years in me, 9 intend to be 
part of a third wave. 
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Amanda Sebestycn led.), Prism FTev* ISBN 1*85327* 
022-9: An Attempt io document 20 y wn of Use Women's 
E-jberutton Movement. The vandua ton En bull oca GOVtS ;i 
wide; range flf IBUH from a W'idc- range ul background*, 
including many OreHtme writefs* 

The Raven, Anarchist (Juujlcrly Number 2L Fnninlm 

Ifrw d o m Pr£>S 1^93: Thi* MK lucks i-hc- 
4ireLlc.il aruaehu-feminjsl: contrihulinns plus uppnjisjik cil 
various anarch i-q women m history. (Jne cssjiy though il 
really annoying; “Men Aiv Human Beings, Tbo!' by Pctct 
(leigL-r, u lirusli .Lied bkdic w sth odd nkisconGGpflilWii of feusi- 
iii?! in. iwu! 

tifytniif Frttyf?, Hfrfifn# Men and Mum/** MmUyn French, 
Abueus |$85, ISBN 0*34^- 1 1 3-35- 1 : The author has liken ^ «n 
an Immense uv*k with ilihn hook — InvtvrlgjLilng tlw ludare 
Lind e Heels of power IlirDughaut society and Ihroughoul his- 
tory. She man ages surprisingly Well, in >m Allot m-iil i Vc and 
readable way- 

t/rtlyipig ihr lo Tree-man & Cathy Levinc b Dark Star 

jnd Rebel Press" Two influential contribution* lo the ques* 
nun el «|ukilln in the Women's ijfacniilon Movemenc 
Reprinted Ikicju u pamphlet,. Ihev both still have relevance 
also in oLher nnlttttfl. 

Reinventing A nan-hy, A^mtt, Hawnnl L Khrlich fed. k AK 
Press I WX ISBN 1-873 I Jti-itiMfc This anthology d*aSs 
with suRiirdla'-lermiiisni in Purl K(Wf, including ^mtunhunori 
by Carol Ehrlich, reprinted by Spectacular Times us a cheap- 
er pamphlet Culled iWmtfp flflrJ 1 f/pr Tim is mm- 

mended reading for all ihose who doubt feminism's 
significance in .in .srurehisl the* try. 

The Second ,S>jt, Simona d c Beauvoir. Picador Classics 
I9BH, ISUN 4>-J30-3Q35H4: A chuir analysis of a wunuuTs 
position m society. At firm a bn gcmmliting Nn a useful 
clmiI in un JprscaikJmg pain are by. 

Jit* Female Ewiut ft* (kuni.iine (iieer, Paladin Frt*s L M 1 7* 3 4 
ISBN IV3K6*0fiO5S4: Atnihcf cIdskiu of the Women'* 
Urbcraiiim Movement, fins, h detail^ humorous and 
inspiring. Also recruikcnended is her new book; Ihe Whale 
WomanS a reaswvmenK of dw fcmlniit movement ind-sy. 

Ain't I it IV^Prtrjjj ' HStiri Ubirlri'r utti! Frmiiusm, bell hooki. 
South Lnd Press 1981 : This explores dedmp wHlh tw-y idch- 
trtk i b d m Mack and u wemnan* and how feminism, relate^ 
to black '-i. i mien's i ealhliev 
Novell 

Aciidemka tn vented ll*e atmet issi» — -hehire that, politics 

was bused t.m rcuEkty. And re .i lily is 1'ur belter 

tbiivugh diodes, than doll long ^nleoees, The power of the 

novel shouEd noL be unilerevlimaled. Some of the best lemi- 

m*i books, ibui iitso some ol the worst) Are m the fbcm M 

aweh And have become clss^ci in ibe Women's UherutLi-m 

Movement. These are the ones Lhai inspired me mosl: 

ArrUftf Lrve-s, 5Uf P and «ilk-ri by Mujfe Piracy 

Hit Wpmtn’s Rtirsm, M:uilyn Trench 

j^Tir Hhwnr t.f Qwip Ahja MeulenbeH 

Ihr Avr-ah-MiTf}, Kale Chopin 

Thtr Bean f're^, and otfwi^. by li^rbaru Km^<i|ver 

The Coi&HT Purple. Sind Olhch by Alice Wn Liter 
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We Will Destroy Genetic Engineerings 
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Two years ago direct action against genetic engineering in Britain was non-existent. Two years 
later and it has become one of the main struggles in which our movements are Involved r 
Hundreds of new people have got active In everything from mass trashings to night time sabo* 
fcage. With over seventy experimental Genetically Modified |GM) test sites destroyed, our action 
is crippling the advance of the technology. This article will cover how the campaign has evolved 
and some of the reasons why It is so important that genetic engineering Is stopped. Many news- 
papers have covered She ecological and health disasters that could arise if genetic engineering 
goes badly wrong. Instead this article will chart the ecological, social and health disasters that 
will arise if genetic engineering goes badly right* 



Though Bril fi in has been l he (Firs? World J country 
where actions ugainsl genetic engineering have real- 
ly kicked off, people have been restating for over a 
decade all over the world. The lar^c outdoor genetic 
test site W u.h .1 crop of genetically engineered straw- 
berries al ihe University of California in I9E7. line 
iiighl after the plains hud been munplatilpd Earth 
Tir^clL-iv climbed fences evaded security guards and 
succeeded in pulling up all 2,000 plants. 1 In 1989 
ILirth First ters destroyed ycl more lest sites; in ihe US 
which in Him ins piled actions lii Holland where three 
rrsL sites were dug up. Claiming responsibility for 
she Dutch nJtteclcS' ihe 'Raging Digger*" stated in 
then July 1999 communique: 

"The dL-Himciion of u test field is designed ira both 
nart^i, discussion on [lie subject of bio-technology, sis 
weU m to offer a direct counter to prs>- biotechnology 
piTfiagandii in ihe form of sabotage T 1 



Throughout (he early and mid ninclics a growing 
alliance of Indian peasant groups organised again st 
GM and the patenting of needs, The campaign, which 
involved every I hang from setting up community seed 
banks to the mass destruction of an installation 
belonging to- the multinational Cargill, culminated in 
a 500,000 >1 i-.ing Jcimiimrulion Rack in Europe P 
1996 saw German ceo-anarehisls squatting fields to 
stop them being planted m genetic test sites. A third 
of all sites were prevented from being sown t3iat year 
and many of those which had been sown were sub- 
sequently sEibutLiged. By the end of the year twelve 
sites had been dug up, and the remaining experi- 
ments were under 24 hour police guard,' Crop Kquacs 
and nntl-GM actions in Germany continued through- 
out the following year, The growing international 
nature of ihe resisteftce showed itself an April 21st 
'97 when activists simultaneously occupied 



De or Die- Voices from the ecological resistance No, A 








Monsanto* s head offices in both Britain and 
America, Twp w«ks laicr a GM potato teM site was 
dug up belonging to the Federal Research Institute ol 
Germany, The leader of she research project 
described il els "a direct hit'. 

"On Lhe- Kth of June f J997] just Jive days aiier 
the action in Germany the Super Heroes 
Against Genetix decided to play cricket on li 
GM relate test Meld site just outside 
Cambridge. Due to the nature ol 1 a somewhat 
muddy and Micky wicket, potatoes replaced the 
traditional icd bull. Fielders had a difficult lime 
Cil ic— rnflM or the halting resulting m the balh' 
being smashed to pieces. Of else being lost 
amongst upturned sent. The c nitre GM crop wlh 
destroyed 

Days utter the first British GM test >it c sabotage, 
Germany saw* another Held dug up. this time .GM 
sugar beet. Around two months Inter more sites were 
dug up in Britain followed in November "97 by the 
First of many GM site Irnshmgs by ihc French 
Cfl/i fed Paysanrtc ip. 103)- The following 
year saw n massive escalation of direct net ion in 
Britain with numerous office occupations and test 
site sabotages. In 1993 over thirty test die* were 
destroyed fc including seven rape-seed-oil experi- 
ments in different pans of ihc country on the same 
night. Last year also law the first genetic experiment 
planted in belaud, Almost immediately the experi- 
ment was dug up. never to he replaced. The year 



ended with the Indian farmer: in Kamahtkn launch- 
ing 'Operation Cremate Monsanto' by setting tire to 
three of the company* crops. 

Already this year over thirty three sites have been 
destroyed in Britain either through covert action ai 
night (p. 101) or mass trash mgs in daylight (p, 99% 
During the glorious Cumiraf at^tiinM Ctipiltil in the 
City of London on June ISth, the Hriii-vh HQ of 
agribusiness multinational Cargill was closed down 
imd its windows and foyer smashed up (p. I). The 
international aspect has grown too, with tiuli.ni fann- 
ers visiting a squatted genetic test site in Essex and 
blockading a pro- GM greenwuvh institute m London 
(p. 97 ), On the other side ol the Channel, the French 
peasants tire ccmfiiuimg I heir act ions, while across 
ihe At I unlie. American activists have destroyed three 
test site s one action churned by the 'Cropotislas . 
As 1 write, three people have been remanded in 
prison for alleged "Conspiracy to Cause Criminal 
Damage" at a GM maize Held in Lincolnshire (p. 
t(W], For those unaware of what lies behind genetic 
engineering this explosion of activity around the 
globe might seem strange. The next pan of the arti- 
cle will aim to give a hi I of background to the issues 
of power behind the struggle. 



Technology— 

Weaponry for the Class War 

Enveloped in dLirkJicsii, c lie y walked silently through 
ihc fields, gmupd Of friends intern on destruction, 




May '98 saw activists occupy d trashed genetic lest site in Norfolk, Loughs and lettuces 
replaced corporate agribusiness as d new commuftity foofc tontroi. 
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The dors new technology was their target ami itlghi 
afier nighl they laid their blows at progress. The 
repression scarred, but while captured cmTinida lan- 
peished in prison, others walkixl the night lime paths, 

I could be describing today's campaign against 
genetic engineering hue I um not. These bands of 
Moy friends are of ihe pas! and despite bravery, 
imagmaikm and countless escapades they failed. The 
war waged at ihe beginning of the Iasi century by (he 
Luddites of Northern England against ihe elite** new 
technology— (he emerging factory system— was 
lost, drowned in buns.! and compcombc. The follow- 
ing years saw un armed uprising (Ihe Swing Kiols) 
hy the raral poor against new technologic* in ugri- 
culture, bin that ion was defeated. The price ol such 
de.jtets is the ecological destruction. patliulogeally 
warped emotion* and wage slavery of global indus- 
trialism. 

A strange calc to tell in an article aboui the resis- 
tance to genetic engineering? No. On the nights I 
have helped destroy genetic test site* I have Lhought 
of people, like those described above, who walked 
the night time paths before me. Listening to their 
voices both inspires me and helps live pick out the 
truth olherwise drowned out by the cacophony of 
corporate propaganda. With vmX hudgeis the PR 
department of Ibc CM companies are try ing In con- 
vince us thai their technology is aimed at feeding the 
poor and increasing food production. 3 The 1 uddeies 
i>f the past remind us of ihe reniity. shat the technolo- 
gies foisted upon the poor by ihe elite are aimed at 
accruing profit and power, As one Indian scientist 
put it; 

"Monocultures spread nut because they produce 
mure, but because they control more/ 1 * 

We and ihe Luddites are fighters in the same: WfiT, 
Two hundred years ago the English elite's mum 
titemy was the peasantry who lived for she most part 
outside Ihe cash economy and were forever rising up., 
! he eliie used the enclosure of land and the mecha* 
niMlion of crafts and agriculture to crush the rebel - 
Irmi* autonomy ol the English p*«ir. The class was 
eradicated by physical force and the elite's technolo- 
gy pgd forced cither to hevome either wage slaves in 
the emerging factories or on the farms of the rich. 

Two hundred year*, and many .struggles later, the 
ariiidi poor are for the most part wasting their life in 
crap jobs or depressed and drug- ridden on the dole — 
their rebelliousness: almost (oddly extinguished, our 
history forgotten. Mean while ihe — now global — elite 
feminities to wage a war on the class that remains the 
mam threat to ils existence— the globhl peasantry 



The Triumph of the Code 

Enabled by the total colonisation of the seed, con- 
trol ol the global food industry will be fun her eeiv 
iralisL-d into the hands of Iransnutkmal corpora- 
tions. This is the technologies' aim. This, fusion of 
ihe agribusiness corporal ion Lind tedmo^ifderKe 
now culminates in the triumph of the logic of the 
code: in particular, (he genelie-cotk e>E" biotech rtoU 
ngy. and die bar-code of consumer-industrial capi- 
talism. 'tlii: genetic-code and the bar-code are the 
means through which ever more aspects of con- 
temporary life are being colonised, commodified 
and controlled. In ihis ccmtexL perhaps the fusion 
ol these two codes may even Lead to the imprinting 
of har cr«Jes directly onto the DNA of genetically 
* engineered organisms, Scientists at the Novagcnc 
corporation have apparently already ‘devoted enor- 
mous time and money to write the company logy 
into a cell, the world's first living trademark.' 
(Cary Fowler ct.al, 1 The Law's &f Ufe\ 
Developmenl Dialogue. 1^2 I^SS, p. 55,) 

The relative autonomy and link with ihe Land which 
fuelled the Zapatiasca* in Mexico, I he Viet Cong in 
Vietnam and ihe MST in Rrasil tw to be destroyed. 
This is where genetic engineering comes in. 

The new technologld being pushed by the food 
industry— a sector which lias more companies in die 
lop HXX1 ihan any other — aim to purposefully 
destroy the social fabric (hut keeps the land commu- 
nity together and m fully incorporate the peasantry 
into the global cash economy. Hie threat is ncu- 
utilised and becomes tuel for the machine's further 
expansion. 

To understand genetic engineering you have to 
look at ibc process it is pan of. The East (flirty yean* 
have seen, in what wus called the 1 green revolution 
(sic), massive imlustriaHjfcalion of agriculture in the 
Third World, The highly expensive inputs For itulm- 
trial agriculture; machines., pesticides etc. have 
forced millions of small farmers off their land. 
Mechanisation has made redundant many jobs done 
by agricutiurai labourer. This process is purposeful, 
a s Li was two hundred years ago when chii elite dis- 
possessed oar ancestors* As one pro- mdusl rial isal ion 
advocate put il; 

"Economic development, is not compatible 
with ihe mymtfiinaoce of a people's traditional 
customs.. What is needed is a change in the 
totality of their culture and their psychological 
all Linde, their way of life. What is therefore 
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required amounts to social disorganisation. 
Unhappiness ami discontentment in the sense 
of warning more ihan is obtainable is to be gen- 
erated. The suffering anti dislocation ihat is 
caused is the price thai has ID he paid for eco- 
nomic development .’* 7 

The poor pay the price while ihc diie reap the prof- 
it. Radical social movements usually amt keep up 
with eIll rapid race of social change; failing 10 cnee- 
lively organise. As a result the dispossessed lurn 'lire 
violence of ilse green revolution' not on I heir ene- 
mies (who fit hack comfortably in air conditioned 
offices often thousand* of 
miles away) hut on I heir 
own clldS and families. 

Increases m suicide, the 
domestic abuse of both 
women and children, and 
tbo te -emergence of seri- 
ous com m u nal/rel igi ous. 
conflict have ajl boon 
linked by Indian eco* fem- 
inists to this; social dislo- 
cation." In general women 
bear the brent of the hor- 
ror caused, especially the 
mai non rshi m e Hi and 

hunger. In her new hook. 

Germaine Greer points oui 
thal women arc also 
tJK re as ing I y hu rde ned 

wiih l he sole responsibili- 
ty of child rearing. Lone 
female headed lain i lies 
are (he poorcsl sector of 
(he worlds population, 

+l As the extended fami- 
ly has crumbled under 
the pressure of urbani- 
sm ion. increasing land- 
lessness and economic 
change men no longer 
constrained by their elders to live as husbands 
and faihcrx have backed away from women rod 
children. One quarter of all families in the 
world are headed by n loan female. In the 
Caribbean, Latin America and Sub-Saharan 
Africa it is about a third and rising/™* 

Going hand in hand wiih the destruction of human 
lives, ha% been devastation of the ecologies those 
lives Were once a pan of, En l he Third Work), sjs m 
Britain F i udus trie I agriculture is responsible for more 



ecological destruction than any other factor 



Corporate PR agencies have hecn spreading llie idej 



With 



Jaws drop at an asricultural fair when 
activists trashed a CM display crop „ 



Thai GM crops will raced less chemical spraying 
are therefore good for the environment. The truth 
Thai i he most common GM plant vuricifes have 
engineered to be "herbicide tolerant'. This enable* j 
C rop In be sprayed with more Chemicals than ever 
before. J 

In general,, geneticrindustfiul agrieulinre is chunk- 
tensed by both continuilies and discontinuities 
the clieiTiJial-nuluslriul approach id green revolueiD 
agriculture. 

Il n COlllinou* with -ll I 
the extent ih.a ihey both 
share a static, one -<h men- 
s Luna I. com modified, 

frag m c iilcd . n m form, 

toxic, and capita) and 
inpul -intensive approach 
to agriculture. Genetic 
industrial agriculture will 
eommuc. and indeed 
extend, ihe industrialist 
lion of ugrit til tural pro- 
duel ion, including ihc 
practice of monoculture 
cropping, the replacement 
of diverse plant varieties 
wilb static laboratory- 
bred varieties, and Else uw 
of toxic inputs, m 

Genet i c en g t nee ri ng 
will also enable the 
desl rue live practices of 
i min vi n u I Jig ricul tu re tu 
continue where they rnay 
otherwise have readied 
their limits by creating 
plums that can tolerate 
greater quantities of 
chemical inputs or that 
are adapted to the soils 
degraded by industrial agricultural practices. Fur 
these reasons, the new genetically engineered 
seeds and inputs will perpetuate and intensify the 
environ mental problems and concentrations of 
power and wealth produced by chemLeabindusmo] 
agriculture. Indeed it is the very same mullinatiom 
a I corpora t ion* that have developed and continue 
to sell chemical products and hybrid seeds that are 
now developing md commercialising ihc product 
id genetic engineering. 
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Despise these continuities* the e! lie's rww tech- 
nologies differ significantly in ihc mode in which 
they lake hold of nature and reconstitute it in new 
forms, since they now engage with organisms ai the 
molecular level. In hemp able to lumper directly with 
the genetic structure or orEtuusms* and to transfer 
jenei across species boundaries, genetic engineering 
creates new kinds of ecological (laagers as well as 
new forms of social control. 

The Colonisation of the Seed 

The relative autonomy of the posimtry has always 
rented on ils ability iti grow it* own food without the 
major Involvement of the market, livery harvest 
formers cu n col led the seeds from their crops mi 
ruiow the I li] tow ni)i year. In many ways, the seed 
buth symbol kally and actually holds the key to free- - 
ifuai. Understanding Ibis, die elite's new technolo- 
gies change die seed from si key to freedom lo a key 
id further slavery. 

jOne of she most important weapons b*ing devel- 
oped for use against the mill poof is Terminator 
technology’. Terminator technology allows seed 
cnntpanies to sterilise new varieties, meaning that 
liimiers will not be able !o obtain healthy seeds for 
itiL- fn-] lowing year ai harvest. Instead, every year 
they will have to buy seeds off the corporation*. Thk 
h onue again an extension of the green revolution 
■fthich created hybridised seeds that were by nature 
fteriJe. However, in the past, hybrid isai ion lias not 
brenjnsiihlc with many emps. Terminator trehnub 
ojy wilt allow companies lo sterilise any of their 
vetdy Research at the monte tit as aimed at crops such 




Indian formers in Karnataka burn CM crop in 
’Operation Cremate Monsanto*. 

U rice, wheat, sorghum and soya Iteans, the basis of 
u large section dl the world's: daily survival, To para- 
phrase Brecht: ''First control their fodder,, then 
you re in control of their philosophy". 

"Thmu^h patent* an d genetic engineering, new 
colonies are being curved out. "Hie land, the 
forests,, the rivers, the oceans, and the atmos- 
phere have all been colonised, eroded, and pol- 
luted. Capital now has to look fnt new colonies 
to invade and exploit for its further uccumula- 
ikin. These new colonies are, in my view, the 
interior spaces of the bodies of WOitKQ, pleum 
and animals. Resi.Munec eo [biotechnology | js a 
rcsiislHnec to ihc leIc innate colonisation of life 
itself — of ihc future of evolution as well ys the 
future of non -Western traditions of relating to 
und knowing nature. It is a struggle lo protect 








The structures go up and the sun goes down over a CM crop squat in Essex* ( May 1999 i 
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The mobilisation of communities ati around the country has succeed- 
ed In engendering wide scale mistrust of QM . The next stage must be 
massive assaults on the corporations and scientists behind the 
approaching nightmare. Give those kids a mask and a monkeywrench 



the freedom of diverse species to evolve. It ts a 
filffliggle to pmEect (he freedom of diver** cul- 
Uires to cvol^i* 

Like most JioMiiiuint lecNuktgicx In this urcieiy, 
genetic engineering is an ecologically destructive, 
socially devastating weapon used by the elite in its 
coni in m ng wuruf Sponsion against the wild arid I he 
worlds poor. In ibis context is h bandy to remember 
tluil Monsanto was the prmlnecr of Agenl Omngc, 
the chemical tte reliant used by America in Lis wur 
wiih I he pcji^iniry of Vietnam, Iris no accident Eh at 
ill upas, home to die Mexican Zapatista*. is She Him 
place where GM trees arc being cxmifnenrially 



uii life And GM [eilnUil 
They arc irrelevant, nnne 
have 1 1 he power to sland up 
to the glnbuJ elite pushing 
genetic cngioeering, TH 
" wus graphically shown ai 
the Intcrnationiii 

Ifro-Safacy Pros 

Negotiation*: 

"As ever the motives 
money anil power, wuh the 
N., Americans wanting u 
continue in ibeir global ec 
tml, i lie Europeans trying la 
re -assert their right to Lie 

globd foray at par wish ft 
Americans.; und l he 
Southerners trying so be 
spared from continuing to 
be she prey" 1 - 11 
The above quote is the vi 
of Dr Ifewolde Egzia' 

I he general manager of 
Eth iupia s Lin vi ronmcjiul 
Protection Authority and 
chairperson of the A Incan group of delegates at she 
negotiations, Elis conclusion was thal global elite % 
aim in running the Conference wax probably that "h 
merely wished to fool its own public". 1 

On (he surface, consumer boy cotes look more 
hopeful; at Icnsl l hey Ills ihe companies m she pock' 
et- Due to mad cow disease aJKl other simitar cri&e* 
the European public ore very suspicious of anything 
the companies and government say about food- Most 
triple also fed Eliat GM is inhere ml ly 'wrong'. th:u 
is ‘tampering with nasure 1 . Despite massive PR pru- 
pagEinda hy both the state and she corporations thi% 
view only solid liles. A report leaked to Greenpeace. 






grown, s- 



writScn fur MorisunCo reveals: 



Disarming the Elite 

What strategies can wc use? Many reforms e«n- 
pftjgdcrs have mistakenly pinned ibeir hopes on two 
tactics; (a) lobbying government and <bs consumer 
boycotts. Neither of shexe ladies can slop Or sermux- 
ly slow down genetic engineering. Lobbying the 
>satc will never have an impact because Western 
governments oic in facl corporate fronts and genetic 
engineering ls too important to them. I bird World 
discs who see genetic engineering as a further grasp- 
ing hack oE the small amounts of power they have 

m lt their Curl', aJnlOSl unanimously oppose pnlerils 



Bl An ongoing collapse of public support fur 
l>iotrx:}inoEogy and GM foods. AE each point in 
this project* we keep shinking lhaE wc have 
reached die low point and ihal public thinking 
will stabilise, bus we apparently have not 
reached that point", 11 

Some re taller? interviewed believed there was u 
* fifty-fifty chance of 'Sowing Ed the pressure groups", 
Against the lkJiIs, i batiks mainly to small locaJ 
demons tnuiofis, trolley blockade** determined 
lea tiding and pure public cynicism many relailers 
are hack i ml 1 out of GM foods. Indeed, the elite is get- 
ting very worried at ibis situation, The deputy head 
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After campaigners destroyed the first OM 
trees in Britain, c me scientist adapts the 
dewy-eyed 'how could they cat down the 
trees* expression. Hey ■ / thought us eco- war- 
riors had trademarked that look , 

of the r\incriu4iai Treasury S4iiil in a statement to the 
Scnuic this spring thm the campaign aguliut genetic 
engineering in Europe "is the greatest block to glob- 
al economic liberalisation present] y in c*l<jirace"- 

People deserve lo give themselves a put on the back 
fin this,. However; as she main market tor CM crops 
will he in the Third World consumer boycotts in the 
ftrsi world cannot *top liie advancement ol genetic 
engineering. 

Two hundred years ago the English elite was 
.L Eo LOEisitrjLL its new technological weapon- 
ry—lhc factory system — in hostile Eerrilory. Night 
after night (he Luddites of non hern England laid 
waste mi he technology they knew was alined direct- 
ly ai l he destruction ol their commimties. Two hun- 
dred years Inter, die elite desip eis ils new technology 
caJ Weapons thousands of miles From l he people who 



will eventually feel the effects. Unable Eu reach and 
destroy the experiment tbcm$clvc* the peasantry axe 
forced to rely on us to be the long aims of the third 
World. We must make the territory hostile again. 

The challenge has been taken up and people all 
over Europe arc walking in the Footsteps of die 
Luddites. The test silc sabotage is crippling the 
development of the technology, giving valuable 
breathing spuee to Third World movements and real- 
ly beginning in intimidate companies. This year niter 
many of its test sites were destroyed, Britain's lead- 
ing plunl breeding company, CRB Twyford. 
announced ihat it was pulling out of die development 
of CM crops. In a press MntcmtrH they said; 

"„.U wn felt that ihe risks of continuing work with 
GMOs were not worth taking while the threat of 
indiscriminate vandalism efttala " 

Other research cirgimisnlioris, have also given up on 
generics due to the possibility of their crops being 
uprooted. This include 1 ! the Royal Agricultural 
College, who were told by (heir insurers that premi- 
ums would rise massively if GM crops were planted. 
Nearly half of all test siles in Britain have been 
destroyed this year and the number will continue to 
fisc. 

As the Luddites of today, we know that given the 
conti nuiiE Lon of this society, halting— forever— the 
development of new lechirological weaponry might 
not be possible. Even if we don't succeed in slopping 
generic engineering we have already slowed down 
l lie ml rod action of ibis technology. Whit this means 
in real lams is chat we've succeeded in delaying the 
Further dcgnidulion of the lives ui mil lions of people. 
We have delayed For months, maybe years the eco- 
logical destruction, hunger, iJ impair and domestic 
abuse chill social disli^al ion brings. EF that is all we 
succeed in then wc have achieved much- 

Growing the Global Land Community 

As well as the "thumb in the dam' aspect of anti-GM* 
campaigns., the resistance is serving other purposes. 
Groups all over the world are tanking up. training and 
learning from each other. France, America, Britain, 
Holland. Germany r Ireland and India- people are 
together taking action. The hope For a free and eco- 
logical future lies in these embryonic movements 
which understand their enemies are the machine and 
its musters, and their comrades she land and ii-s 
lovers. In helping to catalyse the growth of these rev* 
eluiionary ecological groups around the world the 
elite may have designed a weapon which will 
rebound on themselves. 
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Under the cover of the mass. masks and midnight 
we. ihe new Luddites, will corn in ue to light hack in 
the land struggle that tins never ended- 

'Together Wt P I tic peasants and you. the puor of 
riLBrof^t- 1 will fight the multinationals with our sweat, 
and together we will succeed in defeating them!’ - 
from a speech in London by an Indian peasant of the 
Btiarta Ki^nn Union- ftinjiib. May 1999 
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The Inter-Continental Caravan 
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■[Industrial agriculture- has].,™ driven millions of peasants off their land... to the slums of the 
dties--. The introduction of genetic engineering in food production will Increase... the control 
of agri-business of the food system..., causing massive ecological hazards,,, and the impover- 
ishment of farmers all over the world... Genetic engineering and patents on life represent one 
of the most serious threats ever faced by hu mankind*- ." 

From the JCC manifesto, by the Union of Peasants of ihe State of Karnataka (KRRS), India. 



In May 1999 a emichloLid of IniUnns ami Nepal esc, 
UteMb fmrn peasant iiinori- in C Ili|:iI r;il inn l Pilliinh 

•mvecl in Britain. They were part of the liner- 
f unriiR-tital Caravan flOCJ. in which nearly 300 
tjmpKaiigiier* from the South travel let) through 
Europe, holding bilks, dtitKsntiniiicfifi and direct 

ictH-m. 

The initiator* were ihe Union of the Peasants of ihe 
Si.dc K ;se ii.Li.Lk w ■' K R RS > whose previous actions 
Include Ihe hnek by brick destruction of an install a- 
!i*:kii hekmging in the multi national agri-business 
fiEm Cargill: ihe destruction of I he first Kentucky 
Fried Chicken in India.; and burning genetic lest sites 
aad ;j deiumih [ration again si the World Trade 
Orgudisntion involving 300.000 pcoplc,Their aim 
whli Lhit project was lo bring attention in Europe to 
i be -iruggles in ihe South and link up with we stem 
gn; Http* "lighling the same battles', The organ isaffton 
of the ICC was absolute fucking chaos, and ihe pro- 
ject nscif uuesiiOfiahlc tsec page 2H& hut as one of ihe 



cook?* I found ibe experience of meeting the fanners 
rtrnily inspiring. Wc chatted with them between 
meals, learnt about esu^h odicnj’ movements and 
swapped stories and addresses. The farmers were 
keen ci? do some ictionK and Ihe main vent of their 
anger while they were in Britain was genetic engi- 
neering. For us here m the west, shie motivation 
behind our Tight against genetic engineering can be p 
bit abslract. For the Indian fanners it's about their 
own survi val. 

In May the NuJleld Institute, a grcenwash think 

Link, released a repofl urgtsing lh;il genelie engineer- 
ing was needed to help the third world poof. In what 
was a beautiful coincidence, the day they released 
the report coincided with the arrival of the ICC- The 
following day the third world gave its reply. After 
marching from a public meeting half a mile away, the 
farmers and a hundred supporter* stormed die office, 
and blockaded Ihe street outride. They demanded a 
meeting wiili the head of the Institute, which ihe 
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explained rhiii after the peasantry bud been dispoci- 



tiXally shocked. shaken and canluscd staff agreed to + 
They were fold by the Indians (hat 

Ll We will not Let your corporal ions justily gencl- 
ic engineering with the lie I hat it will alleviate 
the suffering* dispossession and poverty dial 
these same corporations arc responsible fur 
and hope to increase — w Uh the introduction of 
GM crops to our country” 

Whilst inside (he green wasliers were hemp giver* -■ 
hit of an eu/fuL ouiside Panjabi fanners tang Lit British 
ictivisis I rid tan antf-GM chorus The meeting ended 
with the farmers asking for payment fur the ail vice 
they hud given the institute. 

"After all, you pay a fortune 
for an cngliih researcher** 
opinion on how to run our 
lives and we have come all 
the way from India lo tell 
you how we will live our 
lives.' 

This was as far as I am aware 
die first lime that anyone has 
demanded payment from an 
institution fur the service of 
blockading, occupying and 
dosing down Lis office E 
Meanwhile up north, acts vast 

friends Were attempting to set 
up u crop scjuaS to host a visit 
by the Indians. M Living in late 
at night, they set up on a genet- 
ic test site near Nuts Ingham 
which had been trashed weeks 
before. The tripods and shelters went up^ everything 
was going like clockwork, that was until the cups 
lunicd up. Under squalling luw the occupy bin of the 
life w 4 as actually legal but the police would have 
none of it. Iliey moved in the next looming and 
evicted ihc site. A disaster 1 The northerners, by now 
weary from scum sleep, set about preparing to take 
another site. Driving neai ly two hundred miles south 
Miey took over a [rushed genetic test site in Essex, 
Once again the tripod and benders wept up and 
everyone awaited the cops. Thankfully Esse* police 
were less vigilant than tfaear northern eountespiirtii. 

1 lie news of the successful occupation gol to us in 
London and after a bit of deliberation ( *Can we slums 
slogans?* one: farmer asked. "Yes'. Oh th<m tvr 
comrf r ) half ihe Indians and us from I he cooking 
crew climbed on board the hus and set off. Driving 
through London the Indians spotted some allot- 
ments — which being farmers fascinated them. We 



sessed these ■anal I sites were nil the land available to 
the poor They were truly horrified. Essex really con- 
fused them. As wc walked for two miles — flags in 
one hand cooking pot* m l he other — through vast 
agri-business fields, one Indian asked W here the peo- 
ple lived? To them a deserted countryside peppered 
for the most pa n with the houses of muddle class 
farmers and commuters wa* a horrific vision. Seeing 
our country fur a moment through the If eyes really 
revealed how dispossessed we neatly are. 

After weaving our way through various fields we 

arrived 4ti the crop sx|uas. In 
whnl was a truly bizZire 
moment the Indians walked 
onto the ^ilc brandishing their 
placards and chanting in 
Punjab] greeted by some 
British activists playing man- 
dolins. fiddles and assorted folk 
paraphernalia, We cooked up ll 
hip soup and everyone sat 
down to eat. Activists from 
both countries discussed strate- 
gies uver dinner, A Punjabi 
String b beautiful song from the 
rcsi stance aga In si Eng Li sh 

imperialism accompanied by 
one our our own mandolin 
players, After the applause fin- 
ished one Gujrati exclaimed 
Wdw we fifths ihr greatest 
empire ever- together \ Very 
soon it was time for the firmeiv lo go- the -Siklih had 
an appointment ;ji the Temple. Banners and (lags 
were swapped with the Indians promising chut they'd 
pLii our banner at the (foot of their rwst demu in the 
Punjab. ITic sun set on our two flags flying together 
on the site monopoly Cheesy u.s it all sounds the 
Indian fanners visit really gave me a feeling of glob- 
al unity. The Intlians too seemed to feel this. One 
said: 

+f Wt have not even dreamt that people of this part 
of Ihc world, die peasants and ihe pour people of 
Europe would Join us in our struggle against the 
multinationals. With this we are not only happy, we 
are sirengihened. empowered and we assure you 
we "It double our fight.* 

After lour days in Britain we waved the caravan 
goodbye us it drove off to Franco — where the Indian 
farmers liukcd-up with the union of french peasants, 
and destroyed a GM-rice test site 
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On i lie I Sell of July iwy, 7 [Ml teflvisis ripped, rolled 
and nag*.-d their wuy through twenty five acres of 
conEuminald furmlunil in Wallioglon, 
— -destroying n Ik Id of GM oilseed rape 
24 times bigger i ban a football pilch in another 
msialhnerit of The Rig Mulch between ihe bip-tcch 
bullies and their government lap dog*, (ibe concrete 
culprit being AgrEvo in this ease) and... well, just 
about everyone else! 

The Stop the Cnt|i National Rally and GM lest s-Mc 
‘visit’ begun innocently enough despite the bevy of 
police camera* filming people donning suits (is pays 
to get your disguise on in advance!). In u field oppo- 
site the oflchditig sate, u seriously hot summer sun 
bh/trd down on hundreds of disparate people drawn 
from ah over the country who spent the first hour or 
so fortifying dicing Ives on cheap organic food* info 
stalls, speeches by George Moitbitfi* A I an Simpson 
MP and cookery writer Lynda Brown-— and of course 
music from ScijjC I tic Day. In a lilsle while, nil these 
people — from the most liberal to the mnsi hufd- 
core— would perform m act of united spontaneity. 
No conspiring, no retiring liberals — just the recogni* 
non by everyone there thjii there was only one thing 
to do— and it wasn't holding hands . 

When [lie talking was over, the crowd transformed 
itself into an unforgettable army in white. Within 
mi nates of arriving at the edge of the field, middle* 
|1.np hinders unit anarchists alike (indistmgililbflbk 
from each other in their ’paper armour ) ploughed 
into the crop — a 7(H)- strong demolition crow. 



In the sweltering heal. Hag poles, scarecrows, 
space hoppers and placards became tools to intsb the 
triffids — breaking stalks, flattening huge swathes of 
genetically modified crop, ripping plants whole out 
of the suirdricd soil. When we first stormed the field, 
there wis barely u cop in. evidence— apart Irom 
police cameramen vainly snapping pictures of hun- 
dreds of Identical white suns and masks. Later on. 
snatch squads humbled in anti bumbled out (usually 
without a snatch) proving mainly Hint copper*' boon 
are better than most at smashing crops! 

By four o'clock about hall of us remained on the 
field and we slowly made our way out, limping those 
noi in suits towards the middle of the group so they 
wouldn't get picked off, It Lh imperative id wear a 
white stilt on this kind of action unless you want to 
he a sitting duck. E saw 1 two unmasked people 
snatched who weren't even on the field!- 

As this la.sl gmup mnde its way up the road to the 
"reception' field, the police closed in lor their usual 
tsjl-mlnute muscle-fining session, joined by horses 
amt rim cops fresh from (watting people at the 
Hillgrove Farm cat demo. 'They made sis arrrsLs m 
total; 4 charged with criminal damage, I with 
obstruction anti damage to a police vehicle and ihe 
Inst with violent disorder There were enough people 
there to have dc-arrcstcd everyone, but it didn't hap- 
pen- 

Ai o’clock, everyone climbed h^k ink' iheir 
coshes. That night the sun went down on another 
farm scale test site, the 3rd of icvcn its bite the dust. .. 
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Test sites destroyed in 
1 997- {4) 

Test sites destroyed in 
199B. {32) 

Test sites destroyed in 
1999. (35 so fad) 

Police surveillance car 
burns ai test site! 

GM soya imports contam 
inated at Liverpool docks 

Test sites occupied by 
crop squats, ’ 

GM show crops trashed 
at agricultural lairs. 



As of July, 
more than a 
third of all test 
sites have been 
trashed* So ^ 
don’t get 
despondent, 
there's plenty 
left for you. 
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f My First... Genetic Crop Trashing’ 



Actions on genetics test sites were increasing and our group thought it was high time we took 
part. I d taken part in riskier actions before and ones involving more damage r but walking to the 
meet up point I still felt a pang of misapprehension. I met up with my friends and after watting 
for someone who was (as usual) horrendously late„ we set off. 



Bunded as wc were, five in [he hack of a pretty 
small car, s worried about wheHier we d get sapped 
for simply being overloaded. Then 3 worried about 
mu having u musk (which I quickly improvised by 
upping bil my long johns below the kntt), I worried 
■Alien ci cop ear behind us suirted II ashing its lights 
motioning for the c«r, behind ws, to pull over. 
Thankfully alter about quarter of an hour on the road 
the little voice in my head spying ihi* ix miidrmx 
became Jess audible. If you've never been involved 
in risky direct actum then you may have u view of 
those of us who do it as ’brave and courageous. The 
reality is everyone gels seared — you juM learn Eu 
ignore the nagging voice iti your hud. Experience 
pushes up [be threshold so dial you find ii easier and 
easier in silence that voice in riskier and riskier silu- 
lUons. In truth it "s only our fear that holds ns back. 

After abuoi half oil hottr in die car. yabheting wlih 
my mutes, the reeling* of misapprcherctiori turned into 
ones of anticipation. The adrenalin started to rise. 

HuJhVay Ie> |hc largct nile we thcC Up will! anoElter 
van full. We didn't know everyone bul we trusted 
ihtwL- we did to bring only sensible Accomplice, We 
still biid a lew hour* tif driving uhctid of us so those 
uf m in the hack went it? sleep, Awoken from our 
dream* with the news lhat wc Were fifteen minutes 
from die largei we gobbled some chocolate and 
psyched ourselves up. 

One of us bad recced the site out beforehand so 
depute the rattier vague grid reFemces on the gov- 
eminent register wc knew exactly where to go. Our 
l.it drove past the field first to check it tail. All 
Horned quid. We parked up a nearby lane and our 
'u^ged looking army piled out. We stretched our legs 
and went to sit behind a hedge — wailing a while For 
uur eyes to grow accustomed lo the darkness. 
SLimetinc started naitcring and was answered by the 
first of many shushes, After nhoul ten m mutes, wc 
uan^J [fudging ttirougJt the fields, walking along 
i lie side ci I the hedgerow, we ducked down so dial 
any cars passing on the t now deserted! country road 
would noi see Ui H Antipaiion. unikipaiioEi.., 

A few Helds and a Sot of sliushe.*, tatef, WC arrived 
il the target — a lest site of genetically engineered 
whettc. Silently we gEit to work Clashing the crop. We 



all bad different techniques -sonic edged forward 
kneeling on the ground and breaking anulblK of 
wheal methodical but slow. Others simply Dim- 
pled (he crop, while some munched a path through 
(he experiment with gardening shears. A house was 
in sighl h bul we were all dressed head to toe in bkick 
and it being late, we hoped the inhabitant* were 
wrapped up in bed. 

As wc had given QuntdVGS half an hour to "carry 
out our mission', we checked our watches regularly. 
Alter whai seemed like iweriiy minutes 1 looked at 
my watch only to find we had only been there for 
eight. It hod ruined all day so the wheal was wet and 
soon wc were alt soaking. Wc didn't care —the 
adrenaline was rushing. Our faces were sombre and 
we were concent ruling on [he job at hand. Suddenly 
the halogen security lights on the house tame on — 
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shining wiib surprising force directly uitt© us. After 
a moment of |jnn tc we realised they'd probably just 

hcL'ii scl off by a I'eis Of soEilcltttrig and we got back 
Co our work, Soon afterwards the blinked off. 

A fief quarter of an hour boredom was setting in— 
then someone realised (hat Ibc crop would be 
destroyed quicker if we alt lay down in a line and 
rolled over it. As we all rolled around bumping into 
each other the sober luces tuned to maniacal grins. 
Apart from twi mining I challenge anyone Iej find a 
quicker way u> gel soaked than rolling around wet 
fields m Ihe rain. Il was truly grcai- 
Tluie? was running ouE and so we sped up our 
rolling. Thil likduoflcJ lots of dimness, muyhc not 
the beiit Hung lo happen on an notion you may need 
in run away from ut any time. It was ul this point that 
a car drove pas t. It's head lights reached out toward* 
us but ttiiiEik fully we remained in the pitch dark. 
What n surreal sight would have greeted the driver if 
his headlights hadn't been so dirty. As wc came 10 
the end df otfr 1 nuns inn time' every minute seemed to 
go quicker By now it was pouring and we were all 
preuy weary but a third of the crop was still intact. 
Breaking our own (sensible! rote we stayed ten min- 
utes cxLtti. Tile tension had really built by now and 
mixed with a hit of aciUm hysteria every sound ol u 
distant ear brought worried expressions 
We finished off the crop and happy hut tired from 
our manic work we trudged back to ow vehicles. 
Walking bent over, once again a sudden rash of curs 



and put tin some loud music. Too buzzing Iti sleep we 
chaftcnHi ahuii future plum? and look the piss out of 
each other for being too jumpy. In the early hour* of 
the morning I was dropped offal home, A contented 
steep followed. 

The sabotage was htith successful and fun. It was 
fine of the first actions our affinity group had don? 
and [hero fore unsurprisingly wt made a few ntii- 
lafccs Mistaken we've learnt from. Having done >i 
few more site trashing s B we’ve relined better icfc'h- 
ntques, The biggest mistake we made was leaving 
our vehicles in a nearby layby. Their number plate* 
if vptiid would have led the cop* right lo our 
doorsteps. In subsequent actions we've been dropped 
oil by the drivers meeting them again at a pre- 
arranged pickup point and lime. For this reason we 
have not overstayed our 'mission time™ again even if 
h has meant not entirely finishing the crop. 

Trashing genetic teM sites has really helped out 
group. New activists are now expei rented and will- 
ing to go on. and organise- rrmre notions. Activists 
who have been around for b while have also been re- 
empowered- 

From the looks of things more and more sites are 
being destroyed so the tv must be u lot of you feeling 
the same thing as us B Despite the mistaken we made 
the memory of 'My First. .„Gcnclic Test Trashing' 
will always make me smile. 

Good luck to you all, especially those of you. with 
night time harvests! 




drove paM — oblivious to our liitlc tribe jive loot 
away mi ihe other -side of l he hedge — wc hoped. Just 
as wt gE>t to the ear someone realised they’d 
left a pair of shears— with their fingerprint* 
on — in the middle of the field. (Always wear 
gloves E). After a mo mem of worry wc realised 
another one of us had picked it up — phew! 

Driving off. our different vehicles in different 
directions, wc remained tense until Wfc were 
around ten Emile* away. Then the smiles and 
giggling slimed. Chaos erupted in the b;iick os 
wc took off our top layer of clothes— bought 
ihe previous day from a charity shop. Wc 
changed shoes chucking l he cheap trainers we 
had bought for the oceasioEt in a bin liner with 
the clothes and tools* Wc drove into a town and 
dumped, it all in a skip, Wc stopped al a 
phonehox and rang up the van’s mobile to see 
If they were nil right*— (hey were. With no evi- 
dence of lxlf crimes on us and entering a dif* 

I'crenE courtly we alt fell pretty pleased wiih 
ourselves. We got uut (he chocolate biscuits 



For info on trnshmu crafts sw "A GwrdetKr** 
(Hildc* on page 3 IW 
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The Peasants are Revolting... in France 



On June the 12nd E99 C J in a combined operation in 
fesur towns, police arrested several miliums of the 
Cbn federation Paysartntr (CP) f Earlier m June they'd 
taken pail in a joint action with the visiting Indian 
peasant of die ICC (see page 97). destroy mg genet- 
ic rice experiments at a research facility in 
Montpelier, Funded by the multinational AGRpHVO 
die experiment were aiming 10 create varieties rcsis- 
i.Lihi to iis glufosmiLte-ba&ed woed killer. The new 
Varieties are » be grown both in ihe Third World und 
in the Pvencli Curm argue. Their sabotage, for which 
they still aw nil a court date, ws* only the most recent 
conlronlalkm in an impressive wave ol anll-GM 
direct action carried out in France by the CP. 

The CP in 20.000 strong and its farm labourer and 
peasant members arc renowned for radicalism and 
thcr militancy of their actions, In the last two years 
they have destroyed twenty genetic cn*p sites as well 
as attacking laboratories and holding demonstrations 
Li 1 1 over France. Below we reprint two statements, 
□ne from a CP member in court and another fruiti ibe 
popular assembly of Lhc Jussieu unemployed centre 
occupation. The occupation was part of an effective 
campaign of action which succeeded in halting the 
introduction of the Frrneh JS A/New Deal. Hundreds 
from die unemployed movement blockaded the court 
where lhc CP members were on trial, impressively 
weaving die (wo struggles together.. A] I three defen- 
dants were given suspended sentences and ordered to 
puy StMMXHl I raise* compcmafkir io Novartis. The 
defeetdants hive r Hosed to pay and Novartis has 
hacked down fearing had publicity. 

"On. Inn E, b 9ft. 200 members of the Confederation 
Pay sun ne. rending aguinsl the government decision 
to authorise the use of hio-cnginccrtd com m frame* 
brnke into the Novartis Seed Com pany ware bouse in 
southwest France where this com was stored, J rip|)cd 
1 1 - pen the sac ks and drenched I he corn with a firehose* 
(Lc Monde. Jan 19) 

The unemployed movement cannot fail la see a 
close connection between this exemplary act and ii* 
nWH actions. The market relacinns that are tending to 
cuchidc the majority of people from all power over 
their own lives are lhc same relations thal are caus- 
ing a constantly increasing degradation nf the mast 
basic conditions of sLtrvival by (he blatant ravaging 
el nature and the widespread poisoning of the popu- 
lation . Capitalism has become *o suicidal that each 
new step m the direction of Tmgrcss" is another step 
LiHs.M d catastrophe, Hie scale and range of disasters 




French peasants; destroy Monsanto CM crop 



and the lhrc.it of their wtrrscTiirig make it a life-arid - 
death matter lo call in to question the very nature of 
a society dominated by commodity relations. Merely 
to .survive., wc are ALL forced io undertake u mdical 
tRinsfcsrxnacion of this society." 

’Three member* t’f the Fanners Confederation 
have been indicted for their role in ihis action. We 
mteni to support them w ith all the means at 0*lr dis- 
posal 1 -Jussieu Assembly Staiernem (Jan 21) 

L The techniques of domination are ckvcEtiping so 
rapidly... I hat anyone win* doesn't happen to be in 
she ruling circles is confronted with the question: Is 
U still possible i.o make the irutb beard when so many 
political tind economic power* arc in league id cover 
it up? How, amid a p<»pul=hticm ihit lias been turned 
inlo deaf-mute speelamrs, can we thwart tlie themes 
I hut ihe merchants and iheir lackeys fed free lo hatch 
in bn nut daylight knowing ihai. whether I hey Lire 
right or wrong, no one is in a position to contradict 
I hem? Under such emuli thins, how can we deal with 
emergencies? Faced with Novartis's bitMOginemd 
com. my comrades and 1 lelt st was urgent to acl 
before it was loo kite. In joining us at this lirsl ever 
public trial of a bio -engineering plant, the joyous and 
resolute crowd outride ! I.SOil strong), whose shout v 
can be heard even here in the courtroom this after- 
noon. clearly aims an the same time to pul on trial u 
social order that doesn't shrink from announcing that 
it considers it acceptable to risk poisoning humanity 
und the entire planet in flic name of progress.. T 
-Rene Riesel Statement to the A gen Court (Feb 3) 
Contact r Confederation Paysanne, SI Avenue dc la 
Rcpublique. 93170 Bagnoiet, France 
Tel: 0033 - 143620404 E-mail: contpiiys® globe net 
org Webrite ; www.oonfcticrfltioiTpayBfinnc.t r 
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Loonies Let Loose in Linconshire 



Picture this,., it was the hottest day of 1999s and somewhere in Lincolnshire a convoy of 15 vehi- 
cles drew to a halt opposite a seven acre field of maize, A hundred white-suited people with 
masks and gloves piled out of vans. For an hour and a quarter they systematically decimated the 
rows of ripening genetically-modified crops- -completely unimpeded by the policel 



Despite (he recent spate of crop-trashing* (includ- 
ing the destruction of 3 of the 7 farm scale trials I and 
ihe fact that the Smash Gtrturfic Engineering Act inn 
hsfcJ been flagged up in the mainstream media Use 
week before, the AgrEvo farm scale si ice at Spittle in 
ihe Sired, Lincolnshire was completely undefended. 

Ilie first people to attempt to intervene were Ihe 
farmer and hi* dnufhter H who Mm lied over and Look 
holiday snaps nl ihe anonymous, masked invaders . 
whilst claiming that the site was not m Fact CiM (e lie 
that was later repeated in (he pres*). As pctiple con- 
tinued to destroy the crop they retreated to the near- 
by roadside Lind hail animated conversations with a 
bemused arid lonely copper. 

After over an hour of pulling, slumping and snap- 
pi ng s around half the crop was destroyed and the 
absence of police was becoming rat I ter marked. Si 
seemed like a gimd time ip leave-,.. As people gath- 
ered ts> leave the area, an air horn was sounded eu 
make sure no one was left stranded in the head high 
maize. Aflinity groups checked all were present and 
correct and everyone moved off — unfortunately 
lacking an appropriate sense of urgency... 

Sometime later, in a wheal Field nearby, a motley 
ssx van loads ol police (unceremoniously drugged 
back on duty from the far corners ot Lincolnshire) 
apprehended a crowd nr while -cl ad individuals try- 
ing to cross a mad, fifty or so identically clud indi- 
vidual* Were seen running through ihe wimds. while 
around thiriy people linked arms and attempted to 
resist surest, Affinity groups were lost in the melee 
and police moved in sitid picked people off. 
Remarkably, as police held people down, a number 
bmkc free, rolled through ditches of stinging nettle* 
and followed a bizarre frail of abandoned clothing 
through the woods. 

Lbicoliishire coct*t*bu]ary were ludicrously unpre- 
pared far die 30 arrestees who were taken eo stations 
across the county. White su.ii* t masks and gloves 
mysterinosly disappeared rn -route and as if this was 
not enough, showers and ilk^Ii brushes provided by 
the police quickly washed away any possibility of 
forensic evidence. 

Meanwhile back on the other .side of the woods ... a 
succession of daring escapes were underway. Vans 



massing to collect the escapees were blocked into a 
Held by irate farmers, and rathfif than just sic and wait 
tor the cops a some spectacular getaway driving 
ensued, Alt dial was needed wa> a backing track to 
complement the sigh I of Various coloured vans 
speeding through aioiiiing whe-ulllelds and across 
ditches la Ehc relative soJtcy Of Elie Open road. 

Not all were so lucky, however, and a numlKrr of 
vehicles ended up overheated and abandoned in the 
fields with occupants either arresEed or legging it on 
Foot out of Eire area, t ales have coiilumcd Us abound 
of people hiding in potato fields 'til moonnse then 
skulking away, and hitching home? 

By Saturday evening the police had upwards of 4EJ 
people land a number of vehicles) taken under arrtsf 
fruin a variety of Incut um*. Interviewing all those 
arrested should not have taken long given that every- 
one said "no conuiaeni". hut it was not unit I Ehe 
Sunday evening dial die news came in that people 
were being charged with conspiracy to commit crim- 
inal damage and held until court on Monday. 

Tlie action and nrrcsls were dearly being treated as 
political. ‘Conspiracy' fa used as acuidi-all charge. 
In this ease it allowed Ehe Cops U> hnk people arrest- 
ed at different time* .md places to an offence foe 
which they appear io have insufficient evidence. 

Forty- six arrest*,. and the legal wrangle* that 
Irtcvltnfcly follow are ccruinly not to tic taken light- 
ly. However, io say thin the action was u failure on 
the basis ol die large number ol arrests plays into the 
hands of the State in the same way lls believing their 
ties that ihe site was not (pM, |Thc site was fab test- 
ed and found io be gertClically modified, urn! the 
farm is listed as hinting test sites.) 

It should be remembered Ehat in the middle of a 
Saturday afternoon* 3 (XI people converged on and 
destroyed a strategic farm- scale inal B The .Let ion was 
openly publicised and yet managed to catch the 
police completely unprepared and mu wares. This 
fact was immensely empowering during the action. 
Lind give^ fantastic scope Iw the future organisation 
of our actions. Certainly mi stakes were made and 
lessons should be ternmi, buE there were many posi- 
tive aspects too. Perhaps a Smash Ma re Gettttic 
Engineering Action could address some uf these... f 
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| It All Began On Mayday... 

l The First Year of Tyneside Action for People and Planet 




Decontamination of the Ed$e House Form G MO oil seed rape field in Summer 199B 



In Newcastle 1998 didn’t Look Like being a very good year for revolutionary eco-warriors. The 
Tyneside Anarchist Group (' TAG } had stopped meeting, the radical Alley cat Books Co-op had 
closed down and the animal rights group had fallen apart due to paranoia and in -fighting, 

Bui there were stiEl a tew dodgy individuals around gathered for ihecn. We decided on a name for our- 



wlm wanted to do some Reclaim Muydiiy ,r activities 
a* TAG had done in previous years. So a group 
of leftover! from the Cradle well Bypass mid- 
protcfii H AHeyeat, the animal right* group, the Green 
Puny and the Univcnily Green and Peace Action 
Societies met to discus* whm they fancied doing. A 
solidui ity iictmn Eor the Durtifigltin Magnet Strikers 
was pU mat'd, and we inude u huge banner reading 
Slacked Magnet Workers - Sold Down the River", 
which we draped over ihe Tyne Bridge. 

A$ we were planning this Mayday action it wins 
announced that n Huroijcan Agriculture summit was 
m take place m Durham and Newcastle during May. 
Hie generic* issue had been quietly beginning lu 
rmiftO Lis ugly mutated head, and a Genetically 
Modified Organism (GMO) test she had recently 
been announced on Edge House Harm near 
Pome I iii id.. People in the Reclaim Mayday group 
figured that if we were meeting to pint one action, 
we may as well plan several, lltilI so a week of action 
against the genetics th real wfii declared. 

Firm we held a public meeting below our favourite 
pub. This attracted a damn good crowd through 
word-of-moulh and posters Some local Greenpeace 
folk explained the inland -out* of genetic engineer- 
ing and the May uciions were announced and support 



selves; Gene-Nof (taken fnsm an old Dexy's 
Midnight Runners sough and before taking action 
wc raided H-wmenc 4 ** with informal ion slid]* ip town. 

At the summit In Durham, the agriculture minister 
were seated sound a lawn bene a ill the Cathedral 
expecting to see n nice military band play. Intend 
they gen a guggle of face-painted weirdos storming 
the field supported by some local kids and wielding 
"Stop die Geneiix Experiment" Hags, We were njgby- 
tacklcd by plain-clothes security and five people 
were bundled into a police van, Inter to be released 
without charge. Undaunted and buying from ndren- 
ulanc the next day wc held si Well-recdved check-out 
blockade at a Prestos vupcrmarkcL 

After thiii I he agriculture minister* were meeting ai 
Newcastle Civic Centre so we organised a noisy 
parly to greet them, Meanwhile mum! ihc hack a 
cummanJo-styEe sq,ua d of nutters were seen running 
up with y very long ladder. Three laS$CS climbed onto 
the roof and D-!oekcd themselves on with a banner 
for ilic arriving delegate* to see. Arrests followed but 
so far wa ve had a 100% success rate im charges 
being dropped against Ge ne -No! 

The week wusnT over yet We hired a coach lor 
people* dressed up in while suiw, and with giant lish 
and (ctniiUi costume* went lo go and inspect 
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The International Centre For Lies 




The Internal iorUit Centre Ibr Life fICFL) is a high 
profile £50 mil lien lottery funded project based in 
Newcastle. It's composed of throe mum parts’ 

* The He] in visitor altracticin., Tins turns genetic 
engineering mso a Disney exhibit, hiding she 
important questions and selling the message 
Isn't ON A wonderful, lets celcbrtte progress? 1 

* Ncwcftvt lc i riiversily’s expanded Genetics 
Institute. 

* The BtQAeiciicc Wing, filled with curmrfecrcinl 
biotechnology companies. 

There is tdson 'supcrlab' where school child re it tare 
indoctrinated by the businesses themselves. The 
tCFL basically mixes business and .science in a 
way thal places mir bodies and futures under the 
mereasing control ol the corpora lc state, 

Focussing mainly on .lwu re ness raising si tints 
< I l 1 i ll* No! ha* charted it% own independent course 
along vide ihe TAP P adventure, U was excluded 
from the ICFL's first public conference 'Making 
IhoEechnology Happen" In February L999. Alter 
tins Gene Not linked up with Disabiliiy Adkm 
North East (DANE) to picket it. Due So the visual 
protest and die press interest it atirucicd. it forced 
the 1CFL to allow two speakers from Gcifrfc No! in 
So make a five minute response to Monsanlos 
‘Feeding ihe Wortd through Biotechnology" Salk, 
Due So occurences like this, and the executives 
being well irained in ihe ^khJ cop' tactic of Hying 
So contain, co-opt and stiffle dissent, the ICFL lias 
proved a moot complicated larges, Stimulating 
debase on co-option and the righl strategies for the 
group to use. An Information pock on the ICFL is 
available from Gene Ns>! For a copy send li large 
SAE hi Gene No! an efa PO Box 1TA, Newcastle. 
N B» 1TA, UK. 



Homeland, We sht?n saw she ministers off at the hotel 
where they were meeting,, wmh one protester being 
arrested after in fils rating she ccfifcrcnct and ques- 
tioning whether the cunlcen food was genetically 
modified, T He May week of action w as groat fun, and 
it served so bond she new group together by oppos- 
ing i he evil stale -capitalist forces together. 

Later in she summer, the Edge House Farm crop 
was "deconiaminarctr by concerned locals who unsk 
she col tecs cd GMO plants so the Environment 
Agency to be destroyed m 'hazardous waste 4 , As a 
resuls of this uml the decontimlMtfion of all other 
Northumberland GM lie Ids, Edge House Farm 
decided to cancel growing GM crops. 

Forming Our Group identity 

After the uni i “genetics week was over, we didn'l 
\\ ,.i ri t m stop doing things logt-tlm Afier such a 
Newcastle lull it felt good to be in a group of people 
who were willing to uct on ihetr beliefs, and could 
work together wish respect and real friendship. So 
we did a couple nf actions not on the genetics therm:, 
Wc prulesLed against the blocking Of the Koclrnan's 
Way cycle route, picketed the Countryside Alliance 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) and blockaded the 
regireuil Shell depot on the anniversary of Ken Sam- 
WjwiTs execution. However we were still a Eitile btl 
unsure of whet we wanted out of ihe group and so we 
had li meeting where everyone could discus* their 
aims and dreams. 

We dUcuued what our Aims should be — and even 
whether wc acltuilly needed I hem, as maybe the 
aims were determined by each issue. Our principles 
Lire lie Id individually by each of os, but as far as 
group principles go, we re decided ihai we're non 
li its bon la nail , non -cocroj vc a nd non h ierurch tea I . 
And th jf s it. Bui wbllf’s the pomi of the group' 1 
Were wc a mix of roprcscrmiilives of dilferens cam- 
paigning groups, or a separate activist group? Do 
we hack up existing campaign s nr create new ouch? 
Well, wc fell I here's no necessary difference. If, for 
example, Tyne hi Ires got organised, wed support 
them. It's the energy of individuals com milled So 
their causes Shat gets us aoivaicdi. The resi of us 
join in, 

Wc had a compcLtlLort to clionsc our name. Some of 
US felt we Were an Earth First! group whilst others 
preferred a more inclusive name withoui the macho 
connotations of t American) EF! In the end 1 1 was 
agreed dial in order to be able to drew more people 
in, we needed a name So identify ourselves with. We 
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senEed for Ty tit aide Action for People and Planrt 
(TAPP for shun} and became a weekly forern in 
which different cnvirnumcnlalAcwiini justice cam* 
paigners COUkl HMCl, 

Al a laler meeting we described ourselves as an 
jwmmcss- raising non-violcnfl direct aclion group. 
.Hid in order to he allnweJ ui use -in i nl hoe* space in 
the clly H we defined certain I i mils on our acm iticji. 
These included;; respect for individual.*, no physical 
violence and no harm 10 people or planet. However 
we’ve get no set rales or policies, and in foci TAPP 
Jticsn't really exist oui.side the weekly meeting, 

Early on, we decided lo try ami reach cam to all the 
other ^ittpgiping groups in the area. Wc liral held 
pretty dismal meeting with ihe wn(i rmdc»r groups* 
where Common ground for action way no! reached. 

Next wc had a slightly more successful 'aclivisls 1 
-meeting in September 199B, where wc brought 
togclhtf dll kinds of [talk from more conventional 
Curpulgning groups and cnvironmcnial projects. 
Our mos! nmhithiu* event, however, was our most 
successful.. Thai same SeplcTobcr TAPP joined wiih 
other (pemwiculture and solutions-bftMij environ- 
mental groups lu hold a weekend of discussion* 
inspiration and direct action training. It was named 
Gathering Visions Gathering Strength (OVGS) otter 
the national conference chat some TAPIkrs had 
aitended and been inspired by. 

fsToi only did il gd nuny new jieople involved hut 
it demonstrated the amount of knowledge ami skills 
we had helwcen us. and proved an amazingly enjoy- 
able bunding experience I led this weekend saw 
TAPP come of age, and soon after wards wc were 
having up to 25 people in meetings. 

New Action Groups Set Up 

The TAPP forum quickly spawned issuc-spccilie 
groups like Tyneside Action on Nuclear Convoys 
iTANT} and Tyneside Action on TtaflftpOil {TATI to 
do She acting whilst TAPP did the sal king. Convoys 
Of trucks carrying leaky Trident warheads op and 
down the country regularly go past Newcastle. 
TANC got together lo pounce on these and hold them 
up. raising awareness by katleiting the people in Ehc 
cars jammed in. the traffic, 

Meanwhile those with a bent for bikes had formed 
TAT and were holding monthly Critical Mass-style 
'Safer City Street Partied throughout lownu As win- 
ter drew on, the costumes gut sillier and our energy 
levels dropped, so wc called ir a day when we found 
ourselves dressed as Santas and snowmen stomping 
through (he ciiy si reels. 



How The Group Works 

After our OVGS weekend TAPP had reached a criti- 
cal mass whereby If you planned m action, you'd 
know you r d get enough support lo do it well. How 
wv managed to create a healthy group is hard to pin 
down— perhaps it’s just because we're new and 
fresh. Certainly ai the beg torn rig we were lucky in 
thai it fell thal ihcre was nothing happening before 
we got together, so we could stun from a clean slate 
and create mn net lung small, but cool! There whs 
space within l he meetings to discuss everything we 
fancied doing, ind we were very chuffed to find 
common souls to work with. Now things have 
dunged and expectations have been raised. 

Wc have nude conscious efforts to share our skills 
around, from doing gtxxl press-releases io fod hint- 
ing meetings. ] cin't say we’ve had a complete suc- 
cess however, and within I he group certain hierar- 
chies of knowledge, skill and experience have per- 
sisted. Nevertheless, Wc try to be open and re fie stive 
enough to guard against such hierarchies becoming 
too entrenched, and most agree that tlw TAPP 
forum has proven to be a welcoming and democra- 
tic space, 

'Key member*’ have iuk.cn months out and so 
nobody has come lo feet too indispensable, (We 
don't really have any "full-lime' activists in 
Newcastle so il early on accepted thui everyone 
needed time out to have fives.) Many participant* 
have bed experience of more dysfunctional groups, 
and keep the communication flowing, and us aware 
of the pi l lulls nnd danger* they hare seen in other 
group*. Individuals have also been pretty determined 
Lit keeping personal disagrecmcrus separate from gel- 
ling l hi tigs done. 

How We Do An Action 

In li meeting, someone wall raise an issue mi an event 
wliich they fed is important — maybe the anniversary 
of Indonesia's invasion of East Timor. Ihc proposed 
felling of sonic trees for road widening, or the visit 
lo Newcastle of some arch-demon like Eddie George 
(Bank of England boss who said unemployment in 
i he North is good for the economy). People wilt 
make enthusiastic noise* if it grab* them, and maybe 
help the initiator to find out more for the next meet- 
ing. Then they'll propose in action related to the 
issue* we'll sort out a suiiable date, chase up the 
materials we need* and assign roles like press releas- 
es and cheeking the legal situation. We'll meet up on 
the day, together wiih other inicresied parties we’ve 
contacted, do OUT blockading, lea licit mg or whale Vcr 
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stunt wc fancy, If die press are there we ’ ll chat to 
them, get some photon and try and ciaiburasN cor tar- 
get us much as ptw^ihle. 1 1' the police lum up to play* 
well either face (hem off or avoid arrest by doing 
what they say— ideally in uur own time and on our 
own terms, If there are arrests, someone will wait for 
the naughty law-breakers 10 be released. And often 
as mn we ll spend ihe rest of (he day in the pub. 

Transcending Protest 

We’ve triad to use the group w do something more 
than protest however, We made nice photo-posters 
about low! direct Action it? go in peoples loots, wt 
researched a aid put together a booklet about histon 
cal radicalism and resistance on Tyneside and we 
joined together io pot in mass food orders. Wd also 
shared computer login codes, dog -sal. got allotments 
together, bud nuts* eirgies,,. nh no. that Wfii just a 
dream. Oh well, I Iccl safe in saying that taking col- 
lective direct action has enhanced our sail tilde lives 
and given us back a* much as we pul m. And it's 
dead easy to create something csiru from protest — 
TAPP recommends it! 

Debates We’ve Had 

We hove quile good arguments in the pub some- 
times. As perhaps an unusually diverse bunch (ages, 
backgrounds, lifestyles, faiths. ideologies, dress- 
sense, htiirsTylcs, laste in music — is Bruce 
Springsteen a god or not 7), we can't help hut toler- 
ate each other’s peculiarities. Issues discussed have 
included; the welfare stale— defend it or lei u die?* 
support people warning jobs or encourage (hem to 
drop out? using violent language or image*, being 
’reasonable' attic* -or chuck mg rotten tomatoes 
working with the Socialist Workers Parly (SWP) 
against the war or refusing to deal with Iheni. being 
public about something or keeping it hush-hush, 
limv to ui nick file consumer lifestyle without pissing 
people off. Christianity and spirituality, having 
Wuffljr meetings or being h fascist facilitator, gohby 
people dominating meetings, individuals taking ion 
much on, how to gel new or shy people activated, 
whether to try and Kick-siart other groups into action 
or just do our ihing and of course, the usual jostling 
of causes and priorities- 

Use Of The Earth First! Network 

Our group formed spontaneously from the need of 
Nuith I Last activists lo join together. A handful of 
member* bad previously done FF! stufi but others 
didn't even know wfciat hi - ! was and we basically 
formed oulsaJe of cJi;jI network- Much of what drives 



us docs not easily til into the standard Earth First! 
ideology- — We "re tmr own distinct group. When 
seven of us travelled down to the EFf Winter Moot in 
January 1999 it was the first time ihut w c .ls a group 
hud encountered F.F3 properly. Wb found a network 
that presented itself as being in crisis and we went 
away feeling happy dial our Lillie group wlis free ml 
(he stresses and strains of those more established. We 
heard groups vow never co use the media again, but 
we were landing both TV and press vitally important 
in carrying our mesatge across to people, We thought 
about how we'd deni wilh "problem people 1 and felt 
we'd so far skillfully avoided everyone locally we 
warned io avoid and that we communicated between 
Ourselves enough ihof wc could deal with potential 
problems. We writ: badlcd by the el.ihiiiaic lauilLia- 
cion strategies needed lo co-ordinate such targe num- 
hers ot people. Flux we've gamed from the sharing of 
experiences like bum -out nnd accidental elitism. 
Now we "re pretty well nei worked In wilti EiF! and 
other national circuits, and we find it really funny 
that wc h ve acquired a reputation as u ’sorted" 
group — chect*! 

More Recent Developments... 

Radical aclivilies and campajgais in die North East 
this year have outgrown TAPP, and it la now' only 
one node in a diversified network, but TAPP played 
u very useful rule as an muiaL eumlyM-grou p for sub- 
merged networks to get going again. I'Ll not List the 
active group* m Newcastle now. o nicer, hat it’s all 
changed in die last few mouths, with more going on 
than 1 can keep track of. 

Infest week there was n blinding Well Hud house 
party with three rooms ol |}J\ backed by huge 
Reclaim The Sttcei*and 'Take Action' banners, the 
Tbon is Covered in stickers and posters of alL types, 
from June IM Lo eliHl-Ah) lum bill, the police icgu lax- 
ly ask after us amt there's way too many meetings to 
go to each week l 

Perhaps the most positive and life-giving devetofv- 
mens for us bus been our growing anvolvetnenl with 
arc ism, musicians and other creatively green people. 
Aiid alt this: white I he Titbit Gfobtiity Arr Locally 
newbie l lev, which Was going Long before TAPP 
formed, has provided monthly coverage of local 
protest activities and is* Lies, With a rotating editor- 
ship and on inclusive line keeping il un-chc-balf 

Ti contact TAPP, and fora copy of Think Globally 
Art Lficaily, send some slumps tm PO Bos ITA, 
Newcastle. NF.99 1TA, UK 
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Biodiversity And Its Loss... 

What Does It All Really Mean? 




The diversity of life forms, so numerous 
that we have yet to identify most of 
them, is the greatest wander of this 
planet/ 9 ■ £", 0 , Wilson, 
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The word btadi versify beautifully and succinctly captures a fundamental Idea: life on earth is 
extraordinarily diverse and complex. However biodiversity is a commonly used and misused term 
In EF! circles and others. In a speech to the Royal Geographical Society last year, John Prescott, 
Minister for Environment, used the work biodiversity 11 times. Afterwards he was asked what the 
word meant, and he candidly said, ”1 don't really know/' Below I discuss what biodiversity means, 
who we share our planet with, what are the prime reasons for biodiversity loss, the purported 
reasons for conserving; biodiversity, their philosophical underpinnings (highlighting those that fit 



in to a revolutionary political agenda) and finally 
□ur fellow life -forms on earth. 

Suy f he word hiodi verity and li conjures many 
images, perhaps poMttve: a majestic beech w^k)- 
land, u bird of prey gliding the thermals, a stenmy 
tropical rainforest teeming wilh life -perhup* ftega- 
live: caged birds in be smuggled for the pet industry, 
(he fiffitd ground of a woodland once occupied by 
activists, tire ripping ihmugh a tropical rainforest, I 
luspe most renders had positive images,, as biodiver- 
^Lty I ne:. illy mrana the diversity of life, with no con- 
notations of oppression limlJ/ii] destruction, Beyond 
die obvious- -a contraction of ihe wwds hinlogieuli 
diversity — the word ip scientific circles means the 
diversity of life In nil ils forme, mid ai .ill levels of 
urgurilsotiof). The "all its forms' hit re minds uh eIille 



sketch some possible future scenarios for us and 

biodiversity includes plums, fungi, bacteria, other 
micro-organ isms s invertebrate animals (like i rived s 
and worms), vertebrates (ILteralty animals with back- 
bones) like birds, and mammals including you and 1. 
The idet of levels of organ isalion of life is u litlle 
more complicated, but essentially then: ore three 
major levels, genetic* orgunisinai lor species) and 
ecological diversity, which arc discussed below (see 
Table 

Unlike most now scientific terms ihc word biodi- 
versity has entered the accepted vocabularies of sci- 
ence* the media, mains! ream polities, radical puliiks 
and the public at large, the word biodiversity arose 
in the context of, and lias remained wedded to* eon- 
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cents over the loss of [lie n .aural world and ms inhab- 
iiaims. Environ menial destruction is so evident, to so 
many, with so much information arriving ih:u tilings 
are spiraling d0wtiwareb that this new. ciimpIcK, seb 
emitter term has been widely adopted by disparate 
groups— alE with their own spin on what biodi veri- 
fy is and means. 

Organismal Diversity 

I am an orgunmni, as are you, as are trees and birds; 
organisms are units of life. Therefore despite the 
unusual vwud. uq'auLmuJ diversity is die diversity of 
tiiese units of life. All these unite of life thal are very 
similar are grouped Into species. like us and our feb 
low humans, in carrots, or orange ^ etc. t his level id 
the organa sal ion of life generally receives (he most 
atientiou. People commonly want to know the num- 
ber ol specific types of organism, like sycamore 
Trees, or potato plain s. or Common sparrows— asking 
question^ such as: how many bird species are there in 
a piece of woodland? Being able to identify species, 
while sometimes difficult, is an important ha.se- line 
for our understanding of our surroundings, as James 
Lovelock, scientist and originator of the Gaia 
hypothesis pui it; "We Lire so alienated from the 
world of nature that few of us can name the wild 
flowers or insects of our local Lty or notice the rapid- 
ity of their extinction." 

Scientists use a system of two words Written in 
L,alm Id name each species. First is one word to 
describe i he general grouping called the genus, the 
second the cfccic! lype called I lie species. This allows 
people around the world to know exactly what is 
being discussed: (JMenritf wtuiwa. Hack oak* is dif- 

A flrlef History Of Life.,. 

The first multicellular organisms appeared on 
liartil : i hi ml 4.. S'OO million years ago. Organisms 
begun to colonise the land about 440 milium years 
ago. By 290 million years ago die dinosaurs hud 
fHmnshcd and died out. At 2 50 million years ago 
mammals appeared. Humans arrived on the scene 
LS million years ago. On average a species la.nis 1 
lo 10 mi] linn year* before* extinction. The number 
of species on I he plane! has varied tremendously 
over the pasE few hundred million years. The gen- 
eral pattern lias been an increase in the number of 
species, j_s rates of spcciation have exceeded 
Unction. However at 5 points throughoul this 
time period (here have been mas* ‘extinction's. VVl* 
are currently in the middle of the sixth wive of 
: exEiiiclkut— for the first time caused by humans. 



ferent from Qutfrus a (ha. while oak, but arc both 
oaks and arc similar enough eo share the same genus. 
Howcwr attempts to classify the natural world arc 
more complex than most people realise. Perhaps the 
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most common definition ol a specie* is groups dial 
art. or arc potentially. i n terbrcedlog natural popula- ! 
lions. Or more simply. If the individuals can mute 
and produce offspring then they are of the same 
species. Many people classify European and North 
American brown bears llh the same species, even 
though they have been separated for over IU/HJ 0 
yea^, und don't travel from Romania to Canada to 
have sex! Or W hal about gray wolves and Coyote* in 
the US — they occasionally iitlerbreetl Epossihly pro- 
ducing rare red wolves L so are they really the same 
species? The situation gets far messier with plants 
where it lias been estimated that 70% of flowering 
plants owe ihch origins us tin- process of different 
species getting together producing new hybrid 
species. There are now at least 7 different concepts I 
that address what m species is. Nature, as usual, Soils 
ill tempi a t n lie neatly Cat agoriscil inEo ordered boXCs! 

What is sure is thus regardless of the woolly hits 
around whul is a species, there are lots of them nut 
there in the w-ortd. Mow many specie* arc there on 
Earth? Obviously the best way to find out would be 
lo go out and count them. Unfortunately flits is easi- 
er said than done, due to the low poliiiesd priority 
making funds and training scarce. To dace approxi- 
mately UJ million species have been described, and 
even this figure is a best guess as there is no central 
register to compile new specks names (ecological 
science is very ttcccnlndiscdlj. The actual number of 
species we share the planet with could he anywhere 
between 3 j 6 and 1 1 1 million species, with a current 
knowledge best guess being about 13,6 million dlf- 
fereni species on Earth <see Jcddc 2 ) r Hie problems 
of trying to estimate species numbers without the 
(tine und stall to do extensive collections is extreme- 
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iy complex, with several methmls available, which 
are hoc addressed here (see Further Rtatling list at 
the end nf this article for details). However, as Table 
i iihows l species are one pari of u hierdfehy «f elf*' 
njfying ihc lull rvi{c of the diversity t>f lifo, from 
K moduli is. down to specks, te> populations of indi- 
viduals, to wch Individuals genetic makeup, 

Ecological Diversity 

Ii is easy id ilc hue in ecosystem convepcuLilly: it is a 
group of interacting organism (often called a com- 
munity ) and the physical environment they inhabit be 
a given jMnrrt in time. Flying over the country fide in 
an airplane you see there ecosystems — blue patches 
and ribbons I hut are hike* and rivers, dark green 
pacchtt of woodland, and so on. While easily seen 
from the air* to decide where one ecosystem finishes 
and a neither scans is a fouls goal — I he wch of inter- 
actions does not have clean hreaks. Where exactly 
does (he lake edge end and (he laud begin? A second 
problem in distinguishing ccasysiem* is that ecolo 
gisc* clunk about ecosystems at different scales in 
gpaet. A pool of water ituc collects in u hollow of a 
Surge free is home ll> *ome algae and small inverts - 
bnn.es., and for the inhabitant can be eOn-^hfeml an 
ecosystem, Bui when an ecologi gt concerned with 
grizzly bears talks of the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem they Lire referring to SQjQDQ km 1 — 
enough habitat for a grizzly bear 
papulation! Again nature defies to 
he put into nunc tittle bcnws.The key 
io understanding the ecosystem con- 
cept is tbit ii is a human consiruet to 
help us organic our underMauding 
of ecological phenomena and com- 
mumente ll* So when you hear 
sorueone calk about m woodbind 
ecosystem* get them n> be more 
sped Ii e — wfa at othc r ecosystem* 
might it contain 7 

Even when wc decide haw to 
delineate a set of ecosystems, we 
then have the great problem uf clas- 
sifying them into different types. 

How dlEEcrcut do Iwc] areas have CO 
be to classified as different, given 
due all ecosystems are unique, given 
their unique history and different 
papulation Leva Is ol each species? 

There is no standardised method for 
di sc i ngui sh ing ceosys cents. For 

example, one person's tropical rain 



forest, is :inoiher‘s lowland tropical moist forest, is 
another persons evergreen tropical wet I’orrsc, A use- 
ful approach has been to employ a hierarchy, tin. Ely 
separate land itenescrisd) from nqufittc. then aquuties 
into freshwater and marine etc.. Other methods often 
involve classifying climate geology or land form 
(e_g t : mountainous). Again if someone mlk*! about a 
woodland ecosystem, get them to be more specific 
about whin I hey mean- -what sod type is it an. eocn- 
man or rare, which speeisi are common? 

Genetic Diversity 

At (he smallest end at the scale of levels of the 
organisation of bile is genetic diversity. In slum. the 
diversity ot life is fuiuEutneai tally genetic. There is u 
funciLoniit hierarchy from the blueprint of life* PNA 
(tkoxyrthtniudeic Kid) to (he organism we see, *ay 
a toucan or a fern, Genes consist of DNA connected 
onto long chains called chromosomes. These genes 
code for specific proteins thaE form the basis of cell*, 
and them whole organisms. At any of these levels wc 
can look for genetic variation* for example, between 
two populations of da fie rent species or variation 
between two populations of the same specie*, or 
variation within a single population of a single 
npecis. 

Generic divers Liy is fundamental to the survival of 
all specie^ Imagine if human genetic diversity were 
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eroded [using our Y chromosome' there would be 



no mem left. Humans un: llM] different this g 5 jod» as 
we'd gel confused and bored if we were alt (tie vaine. 
and in common with oil other species, having a 
diverse pupn:l;]1 ion allows us In Lidlccm civ Wien die 
j'uture with more certainly. lake the HIV virus which 
muses AIDS as ah example. If this were to infect 
every single human on earth, she vast majority would 
die, but because of our geneiic diversity some would 
be naturally immune to she ell eels of the AIl>S virus, 
and thus future population* would have no worries 
about AIDS 1 ys their pure ids would have passed on 
their immunity). This is the tunic mechanism by 
which iDWCtB evenHiully OVtSOOflK pesticides Jit 
farming (and why genetically modifying foods to 
produce their own pesticides is run sensible) and bac- 
teria overcome antibiotics (and why she pharmaceu- 
tical industry trying to get us to use more antibiotics 
is madness). 

I n breed i ng — m at i ng be twee n re I ai iv es -is one 
major cause of decreased genetic diversity. This hap- 
pens oflcn an species with very small jHiputalicm 
Slices, .is they don't have much choice except mating 
with a relative Close relatives will likely shsiresome 
of [heir genes as they have one or more ancestors in 
common, and of course genetic diversity decreases, 
as does the survival chEinec* of the individual due to 
a rapid btii Id-tip of deleterious genes (hence there arc 
probably good evolutionary reasons why incest is a 
no-no]. 

Why Does Biodiversity Matter? 

11 When / am hungry a dpfe pofm givss mf food. 
Wfiru tny hefty Isfitth hriwhi the iter is btiauiifuL " 
- A Jordan urn Bedouin herder and gni Merer, 

1 ife mi Earth is abundant,, diverse, complex and can 
be organised on different interlinked levels*— btil 
why does any of this matter? The short answer is, 
without gent tic. orgLimsmal and ecological diversity 
reasonably intact you would be death i§ y*M m d have 
no food to eat, u radical Ly different dimats to live in 
etc. Try to imagine a ptsmel where dcEid things did 
not decampoAe, or where plants did not replenish 
oxygen, Ac the irmsc basic lew] we can form two cat- 
egories as to why biodiversity is important; its use 
and nun-use value. I'll briefly note some of the moat 
important uses of biodiversity. However, this is to 
show the reader the real- world situation; a great mans 
useii ure rtui desirable Of mutdinlble, but happen. 

The most fundamental bene lit we derive from other 
species with whom we shore the planet is in our food 
We use other species io obtain food somewhere 



between two extremes. At one end farming where 
land is eotnpleiely re-engineered for the growth of 
food species, be it mai/e or ear Lie. and at the other 
collecting wild foodsluEts.. where I he land is relative- 
ly intact and food is taken from where it grows in 
nalure, lor example hunting wild boar or collecting 
fungi. Obviously from many angles obtaining food- 
stuffs from ibe collecting end of the ex creme is most 
preferable; the ecosystem is relatively inlael, most 
species arc preserved, genetic diversity is not 
reduced, food is local, fresh, little transport costs, 
meaningful Immelioti whh nalure &Cn This is obvi- 
ous, as given a free choice why do children go- of I 
bhiekl^crry pic king? Why fc s fishing >o popular? And 
how many of us as children went oft toby sund grew 
lines of perfectly idem i cal vegetables? (sec Why The 
Hath fi?f f'unrtiiry ? box}. Currently after 10,000 
years of farming and a few’ hundred years of capital- 
ism. We have a situation where out of about 250.000 
species of doweling plants, less than 30*1(1 arc 
regarded us ,i hnul vkitlc, and .ilxUlt 2(X) diUHCXli- 
cnled lor food white W of the per capita pi nut food 
supply of 1-16 countries is supplied by 103 plant 
species. In* the animal world ihe number of species 
used Is even more restricted. 

Another major use-value of biodiversity is medi- 
cine. Extract* fmm csrganisins have been used by 
him tans for millennia to treat illness, with millions of 

Why The Rush For Farming? 

hi ihe past Li 11 fmtdstutfs were obi tuned via collect- 
ing from die wild, hut (Or die lust I0 4 DOO years the 
l rend has been emu rely in the direction of intensive 
funning. It is demonstrably b;td for biodiversity* as 
globally one- third to one-half ot die earth % l.nnl 
surface hus been trail h formed by liunums the 
biggest contribution by farming. In I he UK very lib 
lie ancient woodbind remains, most having been 
cleared for farming. Why die rush for farming? 
Forming provided greater production rates, used in 
the past for local consumption, but now as mar- 
ketable commodities. In a system where competi- 
tive trading is a precursor to survival who would 
wander in (lie woods when you could chop them 
dow n, sell the timber, invest the profits in stocks or 
more land, then grow cash couiimHJi ties and let ihe 
cycle continue? Even if you did wander in the 
woods* the woods would probably have been 
stolen front you, Farming is centra I id ng r formal 
and conducive to accumulating power and wealth, 
collecting wild foodstuff* is inherently informal, 
decentralised and Local. 
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people using traditional medicines every day. The 
reason is simple: many species, have evolved ebemi- 
u:lI defenses to protect Ihcmsdvcs firocn naiuia! ene- 
mies or to subdue prey, m survi ve certain conditions. 
These compcwnds are effective lls iku y arc biologi- 
cally active, with prupertiuh ihat disrupt ihc physiol- 
ogy of ihe target organ isms. 'I'hcse arc the so me 
properties utilized by Enedieine* either as defenses 
agamsl human pathogens or lo alter our own physi- 
ology i n scene desired way.. Biodiversity provides, 
lor free, the budding, hltK'l^ of the lucrative phaittia- 
ccudcth industry. However only 5.0TN? of 250,000 
%peeics oE (lowering plants have licen investigated as 
potential sources of new treatments. If these specie* 
not there in the wild, then new or revived old 
medicines, whether visit the locul bcrbalixl or a 
IfUWfUliOttll eorpif.itimi,, will not become avail Lillie. 

A further major use of other species has heen in 
biological! control, ih.Lt h using organisms m control 
pcsis. usually those that attack IlkhIm nil's, Hkihjgk-afc 
eantml has been very successful hut is rarely noted 
as once the control organisms me established, that's 
it, you don't need to do anything else. Also the star* 
of the show are not sexy, mu inly nematode worms, 
miles and miern-oq'anism.H. For example it was a lly 
called Ftyehomyia remota that ended infestations of 
coconut in Fiji, Of importance regarding biodiversi- 
ty is the fact that these agents are usually rare mid 
from a limited area where iIlu |km originated from. 
For example the parasitohl EpidtM&MfSis f&pezi. 
responsible lor the ipcctacular control of I he mealy* 
bug that cuts cassava m Africa wy* eventually col- 
lected from a small number ol localities in Brazil ami 
BiH i via nfier cxiensive scorches throughout C 'em ml 
iimJ South America. If miuiII chunks, of nature 
reserves are preserved and nothing else, these usclul 
ipcctcs may be lost. 

Other uses of our fellow species arc non-food 
m-ilmuls. most impoflahily wood. bul atso fibers, 
ctsitih, gums, adhesives, rubber oils and waxes, ygri- 
cultural chemicals include pesticides, perfumes. 
Also (here is a great deal of recreational use, espe- 
cial Ey for people trom industrial ised nations includ- 
ing hunting, lishing. harvesting plants for gardening, 
harvesting For pels aJid what's known as "cco- 
EHiriHm'. 

Non -use values ol biodiversity are chose uses 
where the orguniiuiis axe not taken or used as com* 
t pdilks in any way. for example the bene fits of 
Ecosystem services, (he intrinsic value of biwlivcrvi* 
iy, using biodiversity spiritually, for educational pur- 
poses, or leaving options open it* I he future* 



Putting A Price On Nature’s Bounty 

How much is the world worth'.? According to some 
ecologically minded economists. about US533.3 
trillion dollars, i hat's over twice the combined 
GDP's of ihe worlds 194 countries. Basically they 
lirst agreed on a l ist of 11 categories of good and 
services provided by nature „ including processes 
such as 3iiirngen fixation and resource* such us 
crop varieties and pi am -derived phannuceulicah. 
They then partitioned the earth in 16 specialised 
environment types (biocnes) and judged which ser- 
viced each hi cum- provide';, then from published 
CHtlfmiC* I Linked at bow much it w ould COfft to 
replace each service lor each hectare of el given 
Nome providing line service. Ii graphically show* 
how fitdc emphasis is placed on lifc4tipporl mcch* 
anisvus by slate* and corporations under capital- 
ism, Suicidal I j liltlc™ in fifed. (See Srirurr maga- 
/.i nc, Vo l 276. page 1029, 16 May 1 W7), 

_ 

Ecosystem serv ices are ihc free benefits wc get from 
relatively intact ecosystems, which arc of incalcula- 
ble value (but see PtufirtR A Price On NiUtiee'it 
Bounty box), Where would we be withoui eoooys- 
tans maintaining the gaseous compos! I km of the 
j utie hs phci c . conin huti ng to the maintenance our cur- 
rent climate, water reeye bag and purification, gener- 
ating and maintaining soils, canvening the essential 
plant nutrients nitrogen, phosphorus and mi J phut into 
forms useable by most plains, holding soils in place 
and binding them, disposing of wastes, maintaining 
global cycles erf the imporuml elements carbon, 
nitrogen, phosphorous ami sulphur, absorbing air 
potlulants? It i> ihcse free ecosystem services — the 

In ing c>t ccosysieiiis— iJmt enable humans to 

obtain the food, liber, energy ami other material 
needs tor survival. 

A second non-use value is ihe use of ihe natural 
wui Id For spiritual enlightenment, or Ecss grandly 
li ml menu commonly For spiritual uplift, ihe Feelings 
produced when wakmg to the sound of binding, sir 
seeing a red squirrel dart across a woodland (which 
is probably why so many people take I hem selves off 
to quiet benches or go walking m the hills in their 
precious Jllvs "I i frmn paid employ mem). Further on 
from that arc those who value species and perhaps 
WOfiy stcm* I see p& Ecosystems Have intrinsic 
\faiue? box) a* having intrinsic value, that is they 
have value in and of I hem selves without any refer- 
ence els to whether they may l>c useful to us now of 
in I he future. Biodiversity ^ also used lor education* 
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li I purposes- — eeosystiL. r ms urc wonderful models fi:>r 



showing children and adults how everything can be 
connected to everything else. Biodiversity ha* 
inspind many cultural activities, Folr example paint- 
ing, moreover modi of human culture and the human 
experience is bound up in biodiversity — we evolved 
within it — however much we iry lo deny iE Lind sep- 
arate ourselves from iL 

Do Ecosystems Have Intrinsic Value? 

Does an ecosystem have intrinsic value iodtpen 
dcnE of i he intrinsic value of the constituent 
species? The issue depends on ihe complex and 
ccmtrovetslol qticalloft: arc ecosystems ligluly con- 
nected, synergistic systems of closely evolved 
species plus their env ironment, or am ihcy merely 
a loose assemblage of species ihnt happcEi lo share 
similar habitat needs and end up interacting imgpih- 
cr to some degree because they are in the same 
place at the same time? It's she kind of question 
[ha! probably has no ans wer, other than that il prob* 
ably lies somewhere In the middle. However it 
does make us ihink about ecosystem structure. If 
the answer is (he former, each ecosystem is evolu- 
tionarily unique and can never be replicated* and 
hence is easier to acknowledge il£ inErinsic value, 
If M is the later and species just live there because 
ifs convenient, ihcti ccosysienms could, in theory, 
he pul togclhrr from their constant pans and it "s 
the imJividuiil species with the intrinsic value, els 
Ihfft's little ms*re than a hunch of species living 
together 

Finally, the inosl commonly asserted non-use value 
has been tlic opt Uni fur fill Life use category, ihfll i* we 
should UVe species thsil may be intern tally uselut 
and as we don' l know what might be useful in the 
future we should -save lots of species. There is much 
to be said for this, idea in principle, as if* sensible, as 
extinction is forever even a I it is a Bodyshup sptin- 
soned cliche. :md inlcrgcncralionul justice could be 
served here. 

However i be unsaid implicaiion is that we must 
mi vc things os they arc tree precursors to wealth and 
power for the elite. This leads tu measures such ;ls 
gene banks, where companies can get hold of genet- 
ic material Lo help further cumuli date iheir posit ion, 
and are of liitlc relevance to most people, rather than 
areas of hubilal of varying degrees of wildness near 
peoples homes wlsere nature can be readily interne i- 
oil with and possibly used by the community in the 
future. 



Ways Of Seeing The Natural World 

M ...//rNf which befattesh the sons of mess befisileth 
ht'UJi'fi ; even tnU' f hr tig beftiftesh them: ajt she <tnr 
die sh srt tfu'ih she usher; So shtis u man tiafh im prw* 
minence tshavt ts beoslsfar all is vanity. " 

- Ecclesiastes 3; 19* 

Other species are used, utilised and valued in many 
way hut why those ways and not others? Different 
people li scribe different values to the same thing, a 
iree is Tnany things to many people, heauiy. profit, a 
home for wildlife. E nnui lire, a source ot food. Also 
people's values change over time, and depending on 
ttkflir current condition. for example being hungry or 
full, or due to the culture they happen to live in, ur 
over longer time-Kftl u as our utiiiude lo Wolves 
demon strales : once reviled as evil (ihink of Little 
Red Riding HlmhJ) ppw ehampioiied in ecological 
circles as an embodiment of wildness. As [in exam- 
ple of cull Ural diversity take a I c m ut altitudes 

tfMards rats. In most places they are considered ver- 
min + indeed, on the Isle of Man. one must never *av 
the word, only Kprll it out J ur- ay-lee', as saying rat is 
bad luck. However in Nigeria they arc relished as 
fund vdl for mure than beef Of pork, white in Brush 
Yanomumi Indians tuck into them regularly. In the 
Indian Hindu temples ot goddess BlMgWi.it j Kamiji 
mis are fed and. protected. The Same goes for many 
other species, 

Pcsjkie iJnls- cultural diversity peoples attitudes eo 
other species and ccosy Hems, some academics have 
suggested Lhat in western countries at least, all dudes 
often stem to fall: around three basic rets ot ethics. 
We should, examine these groupings, seeing the 
potential advantages, pitfalls and practical and polit- 
ical fa I foul of adopting a certain clhicuE sluice 
regarding other species. One of these stums is the 
Koiiiimlic-Transecndeiital Preservation Ethic, which 
■n essence says that nature is a temple dial is soiled 
by the activities of linmans, It Siyi We should etim- 
munc with nature when we visit it. like it is some 
god. There i\ obviously u high priurtiy on esiubli fil- 
ing nature reserves and. parks where nature is rela- 
tively intact and that we arc encouraged to visit 

This romantic ethic is the stance behind many envi- 
ronmental non-govcrnmcnta] organisation* (NtiOsi: 
think of l heir brochures full of requisite phoLns of the 
natural world and iheir campaigns in save virgin 
rainforest, or save whales in i licit habitats untouched 
by the hand of man. This stance calls for fairly pris- 
tine areas to be preserved. Perhaps il is no eoinci- 
dence thai only those wumIeUv emuigh eo iravd there 
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can vish pristine iiamre, shat these itiUhy people 
make donations to the NG0S ihiit campaign for their 
wilderness- and that it provides beautiful photos to 
asd fundraising without having to cackle social issuer 
as pristine ureas wish no or few residents are in be 
protected, 

This dedication of pristine nature first lends to 
voyeurism, mu erne interaction wish nature — you 
visit nature not live in is, Nature is kept in a separate 
bn\ from boih humans and six: secy, Is can also lead to 
^criou^ anli-humon policies. as seen by she action* 
on I he World Wide Rind For Nature (WWl) and 
other NGOs expelling; indigenous people from newly 
created re* tervts, People and nature, despite she wor- 
ship, are wpaniLc H so nature is merely ihcfe to feed an 
anthropocentric need far voyeuristic TIPs viewpoint 
offers. few problems lor the elite, iw eMpiudism in 
general ( as all efforts go into saving the moss beauti- 
ful areas and species which become booming touri*E 
attractions, and therefore pay for s hem selves much 
like any other commodity— anyone fancy seeing the 
lions on a private game reserve in Africa? Indeed 
celebrated US naturalist John Muir who used this 
platform for political action in the Itflt century ended 
up forming the now huge NGO The Siena Club, now 
embroiled in controversy about whether to join other 
US envic tonme ntnl NGOs and hack rueisE US policy 
to 'protect 1 the US cuvironirwsni from immigration 
by Ljittno* Despite the regular use of this, ethic with- 
in radical ecological circle*, it is, in my opinion, in 
sto way linked to progress tuwwlf a free and eeolog- 
leal society. Wc should denounce it when it j l . men- 
tioned. 

A second w ay of we mg the natural world know n as 
the resource conservation ethic, which cswrrtinlly 
believes shat nature con sj sis solely of natural 
re sources and should 1 h- used lo provide She greatest 
good lo the greatest number of people for the longest 
lime. The idea is last to plunder the land, bus to use it 
in a way dial distributed brtieliiK fairly and cflicicnF 
3y among many people. It advocates wise, judicious 
use so that future general ions will out be short- 
changed. Also by recognizing aesthetics as a 
resource some preservation of relatively intact nature 
i.s possible (thus dealing with the romantics critiqued 
above). Thi s is the dominant cl hie pul forward today 
by the government, business, the media and most sci- 
entists: they arc usually at best deluding themselves, 
and ai worst lyiny hut this i* essentially what they 
say. Nobody nays I will leave our grandchildren with 
nothing so 1 can moke a pro! is now, it is all talk of 
eost-benclit analyse#, fairness to stakeholder*... In 



essence this is no different from the perpetual cam- 
paigning from government and business that they are 
there for us. and they are Working hard so we can all 
have a better life. As obviously the elite serves, in she 
main, ihe elite, ibcir use of the resource conservation 
ethic is because it best serves their interests. Rents the 
resource conservation and romantic ethic both place 
nature m anthropocentric | people centred! terms 
nature Efflfci* only utility to humans, nothing more. 

The linal, and perhaps minority view of run Lire, is 
the Evoluliomu'y-liccslogicsd Land ElhiC- Darwin and 
many others have shown that humans Lire but one 
species ul many created through evolution by natur- 
al: selection. If we evolved from other animals and 
we have Intrinsic value then surely ihe other products 
of evolution have intrinsic value, regardless ol their 
usefulness In us. ruins the logic, This Is cffcclivcly 
expressing equality in ecological terms. It implies wq 
arc pari of ecosystems, not separate From them, and 
that wc can and should interact with other species., as 
all species internet with others, in a web of life 
However, we should do ihi* with responsibility^ m a 
manner which recognise* the intrinsic value of other 
species and whole ecosystems* For those who want a 
free, equal and ecological society this i* clearly tiue 
altitude Ed lake. Thi* is a radical departure, rum about 
what nature can do fur us, bui 9iow do we relate with 
OUT partner in life. This force* very different ques- 
tion* to be asked, hot merely whether to develop land 
us carefully or us c ilk lenity us possible. 

High Biodiversity Good 
And Low Biodiversity Bad? 

Or How To Measure Biodiversity 

Is it stupid lo .isk whiit'v the biodiversity of this 
woodland? I hope, given that biodiversity a* some 
sum of genetic . organism id and ecological diversity, 
lhat attempting to obtain A single number lor the bio- 
Jivqisity of somewhere is rubbish, and that I hose chut 
'■ay it is should be exposed. Specie* number, or rich- 
ness — the total number ol'di litre nt species in a given 
area or habitat — is often used as a measure of biodi- 
versity. When people Calk about high biodiversity; 
they usually mean an area contains a lot of species. 
Measuring species number is sensible, as species are 
relatively easy to monitor, and the extinction of 
species is a major manifestation ot the biodiversity 
crisis. By measuring specie* richness we Also capture 
some of the other facets of biodiversity, ft# these 
species usually alb live in the *umc area. 

Measuring some component of biodiversity, 
whether ecosystem*. species richness or genes. Is rife 
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to fight. with high biodiversity areas being the win- 



with problems, from [he practical, like finding die 
species in i he firs! place, to working out whit specks 
ihey are, But whatever the measurement the number 
is Hying to strike soine balance between two differ- 
cnl components: the number of entities (c,g: species l 
and [heir degree of difference (dissimilarity)* 
I ms cine I nuking a! the biodiversity for a pure piece 
of grassland of only one species of grass und either 
<i> until her species of gfu*s nr Cii} a popitintfon of 
rabbi es. The species richness, one measure of diver- 
sity. wiiuld be two lor both ecosystems. even though 
they are quite different -as all [he emphusis is on the 
number ol entities, not ihe level of dissimilarity. I 
could find hi eaii verity indices, used hy scientist, 
i hai could prove either of tJwsc two ecosystems had 
the highest bicxSivcr^fty. 

Muny people scein to believe chut high biudivetsi- 
i y, usually meaning high species richim, is some- 
how good and low biodiversity is somdhMv loss 
good- How mmy times have envEruniTieriial cam- 
paigners used the phrase as diverse as a inipieul min- 
forest! Or Britain's answer to the tropical rainforest!? 
Firstly I will show why this aka j.s Wrong, and sec- 
otidty why I think so many people think high species 
richness is good* per sc. On a global scale ft is ridicu- 
lous [o assign extra value only to high species, rich- 
ness, as we would only ever end up trying to stop ihe 
destruction of tmpical rain [brents and coral reefs, as 
they have the highest; species counts — should wc 
abandon all the worlds arctic /on cs, as they contain 
many fewer Specks ihan Temperate and tropical 
areas? Of course not. At a local level the idea of tlie- 
greaterdhe-nuiiiher-iif-s|iceics-the-he|[er is also noi 
sensible. Imagine u piece of oak woodland: if u 
species goes legally extinct, the number of species 
goes down and (his is bath However if 
RhEkEndcTidrorts ami other species invade our wood- 
land, the number of species foes tip. Despite ihc 
increase in the measurement of one facet til biodi- 
versity, ihis is clearly a had thing as Rhododendrons 
inhihil woodland regeneration and begin to oust 
other species. 

Why do so many people believe high species num- 
bers arc intrinsically a good thing? 1 think an answer 
lies with Our friends llie MGOi again. Purported, high 
biodiversity is often used to compare different arcus 
m decide which to attempt m save and which to 
allow to be destroyed. t>r to fight for scare NGO 
funding to attempt to stive and area. if T as is usual, 
there arc too many areas to try to protect, then bioclti 
versify [usually meaning species number) is oficn 
used lls- Lin objective metht^j of distinguishing whnl 



iters. 1 !iis leads to an attitude of low biodiversity 
areas hring of less worth than other Lucas. "Ill is fits 
with the philosophical underpinnings of the 
R Liuiau [i e -Transcendental Preservation Lth io — 1 he 
eternal search for the purest, greatest. didst spiritual- 
ly uplifting ccosy steins. And leads to complete 
absurdities; biodiversity Inflation gels underway as 
having high diversity is key lo having el chance of tun 
bring ra/ed Do the grtmnd, And wc end up back with 
Britain's answer lo I he tropical fain forest type slo- 
gan, The end result scorns to be [liai the few 1 refit- 
lively unaltered pieces o| habitat arc there fore pitted 
agairisi each other on, the bmin til spurious Wodiver- 
sity numbers* the public ri misled, and were all no 
nearer to gelt mg lo llw rtxHs ol the problems and 
stopping hubiiat Attraction, 

What Happens Jf Species Are Lost? 
Or How Much Biodiversity Do We 
Need? 

" 1 We ore losing half the subject matter of English 
Pncir y . ' wrote AJiUnis Huxely. after reading Rachel 
Cursor's Silent Spring, ?/#■ xhmdd fscwr added we 
tire in dimmer ef losing the poets loo. - an the back 
cover of Silent Spring Penguin paperback edit inn, 
[fall lacelstil biodiversity have intrinsic value tiien 
mulling short of alt biodiversity is valuable and 
should be maintained- Even those (hat believe in 
iioihmg but i heir personal well-being should realise., 
that there is only one earth and whether you like it or 
nob our tale is bound up with biodiversity. Even the 
most blinkered technocrat should definitely save our 
few hundred species ihs.it provide (he vam majority of 
i be worlds IihkI and medicines, silu-ng with the other* 
major benefit of bitxli verity; the services provided 
by ecosystems like water purification. holding; soil in 
place l-ic- Titus a crucial question, in purely survival- 
ist terms is: how much biodiversity can we niter, or 
lose, before we threaten our own existence? In eco- 
logical Eenns Wc reed Eo SLSfi' hflW does tllfi IDS* Ol 
species relate lo the provision oi important ecosys- 
tem ,ser vices. There are four ways in which ecosys- 
tem process might respond io reductions in the 
numbers of constituent specks isec Figure /). in 
addition lo I he unlikely outcome that there is no rela- 
tionship. Firstly the diversity -suability hypothesis 
predicts Lluii ecological eomm unities will have less 
productivity (energetic efficiency ) and be Jess W'cll 
able to recover from disturbance t either nalurul of 
humuntinduced) as die number of species decreases 
(see t-igwre la). In short., ihe more speeius, die more 
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stable an ecological Community is and the better able 
lo continually supply Free service, 

Secondly i he rive! hypothesis Li kerns the species ini 
an ecosystem to the rivets; holding together an aero- 
plane. The toss of a few ri vets go unnuliued. because 
they may be redundant, or other species take up the 
slick, but beyond some threshold fun her species 
losses will bring about a catastrophic collap.se (see 
Figure //q_ So wc earl lose some species, with Few 
problems;,, but lone too rainy, a ini we don't I know 
how many is too many, and disaster strikes. Thirdly 
the redundant species hypothesis segregates species 
into what oic called functional groups, that is differ- 
ent specie^ l hat fulfill similar ecological; roles, tor 
exumplc, all the plants cli.it tix nitrogen from die 
atmosphere. Ecosystem processes function as normal 
ji specks are losl, provided there are representative* 
in each of the functional group*. Tim-, loisof species 
can be lost, us long us sajioc remain from each of the 
groups chut maintain she ecological t mictions (see 
Figure /r)v Fourthly, the idiosyncratic response 
hypothesis suggests chut as diversity changes so do 
ecosystem functions* but the amount and direction of 
change is totally unpredictable because individo.il 
species lire unique and have varied and complex 
miles Escc Figure ML In ah on, losing species is dic- 
ing with disaster, as ecosystem response^ are unpre- 
dictable and potentially catastrophic. 



\ : um\ the a xperi me ni.H to date it is unclear winch 
hypothesis hesl reflects reality. The obstacles to 
overcome in answering this mosi pressing of ques- 
tions are Formidable, as U is difficult to distinguish 
cause and. effect (do differences in ecosystem func- 
tion result From differences in diversity, or vice 
versu h avoiding changing other factors in experi- 
ments. not just diversity, taking answers from small 
experiment* on a few species to huge areas of nature 1 
with many species, and performing all ihe necessary 
cm obi nations of species m an experiment* which 
even For a few species is huge. Of course, the short 
answer is that cite unioimt of hjodi verity to preserve 
depend-* u pan the kind of existence wc would like to 
enjoy. Ilowe vet I personally imd n incredible ibat wc 
even have to have u debute about species he big in 
any way redundunc or worth allowing to Live. Who 
would condemn *iil of big-beat tcclmo I'unctteHially 
redundant because we have the Chemical Brothers, 
or all English landscape painters functionally redun- 
dant because we have paintings by Constable? 

What's Going Wrong? 

Extinction and the Biodiversity Crisis 

"2CFA &f tfii htrri specie* tire now rxiineb " 

- E. O. Wilson. 

ll is a seeming paradox that over W % of all 
specie^ dial have ever lived are extinct, but ihat in 
modern tunes there are more specie* On. 
Ranh chon at any other lime in geological 
history. This is because ihe rates of cre- 
ation of new species has exceeded ihe 
number of species going extinct. 
However, throughout the 3,5 billion year 
history of life on Barth cite clock of 
extinction has not run mtkioeJiIy- There 
have been, five periods though geological 
nine where huge numbers oF species 
luvc bccotm extinct, laking millions of 
years to recover. The boss known mass 
extinction, at ihe end of the Cretaceous 
period* which led to the extinction of the 
dinosaurs and 75-^95% of all species 
alive at the lime, was most likely to have 
occurred due m the impact cuf art asteroid 
and ihe dusL clouds which M generated, 
Wc arc currently al the leading edge of 
the sixth major extinction of life on 
Earth — of wirown, human, making. 

How many species are going extinct? 
This, in short is impossible to my, as we 
dun “t even know him many species there 
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^iw-b-rr Dr sfMHfrei 

L Pi.uwl. 4 c niiLi- iniJtlfJHi tKrwnn Htfnyilem prcmri^e' jnd itic number n-prchci- 
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